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Analysis of Submissions received on the Consultation Draft 
 

20 July 2005 
The Submission Process 
 
The 10 Year Lagarosiphon Management Plan (draft for consultation) was released by the 
Lake Wanaka Management Group on 27 April 2005.  The media release contained 
information about the submission period (28 April - 27 May 2005) and where the draft 
plan could be accessed, together with encouragement to respond by making a submission. 
 
A small number of submissions resulted in a further media release from the Management 
Group on 24 May urging those with an interest in the draft plan to have their say. 
 
On 25 May the Upper Clutha Messenger devoted a full page to a message headed “No 
Diquat in our Lake”.  This asked readers to empower themselves by indicating which 
statements they disagreed with in the accompanying form and sending their response to 
the Queenstown Lakes District Council. (Appendix 1) 
 
When submissions closed on 27 May the Queenstown Lakes District Council had 
received submissions from 56 respondents.  
 
The form of submissions 
 
Three types of submissions were received: 
 

• Letters (5 submissions). 
 
• Submission forms from the draft Plan with instructions to return to QLDC and 

featuring the QLDC logo (19 submissions). 
 

• Forms listing 19 statements for submitters to make a selection from - otherwise 
identical to the Plan forms including the QLDC logo.  This form appeared in the 
Messenger on 25 May (41 submissions).  

 
Note: There was no indication of who, whether an individual or group, had 
created and inserted the alternative submission form in the Messenger. 
Accordingly that form will be referred to as the “Messenger form” in this 
submission analysis.   

 
Number of submissions received 
 
A total of 65 submissions were received. The difference in number of submissions and 
submitters is the result of seven respondents making two submissions. In each case both 
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the “Messenger form” and the Plan form were submitted.  In one case three submissions 
were made, one “Messenger form” and two Plan forms.  
 
Where submitters live 
 
Almost all respondents live locally in and around Wanaka and Hawea Flats.  The 
exceptions were one respondent from Dunedin and two from France. 
 
When submissions were received  
 
All but three submissions were received on 26/27 May, the final two days of the 
submission period.  The statements that appeared in the Messenger on 25 May and the 
Management Group’s media release of 25 May appear to have promoted this response. 
 
Implications of the “Messenger form” on submissions 
 
That the “Messenger form” was almost identical to the Plan form - apart from the list of 
statements - served to confuse respondents (statements made in submissions). From the 
QLDC logo and directions to send the form c/o Chris Hawker, QLDC a number of 
respondents assumed that QLDC was seeking responses to the list of statements rather 
than the draft 10 Year Plan.  
 
The 41 respondents who submitted the “Messenger form” can be grouped as follows: 
 

1. Respondents who signed the form unchanged (12). 
2. Respondents who indicated which statements they did not agree with (26). 
3. Respondents who modified the actual statements and added other statements 

to express their views (1). 
4. Respondents who attempted modifying the statements but then added a 

written submission because their views could not be accommodated (1). 
 
Submitters in groups 1 and 2 (38 submissions), were responding to prescribed statements 
that focused on limited aspects of the draft 10 Year Plan.  For instance, of the 19 
statements made on the “Messenger form” 12 are directly to do with, or associated with 
the use of Diquat/chemicals in Lake Wanaka. 
 
Other prescribed statements dealt with issues that extend beyond the scope of the draft 10 
Year Plan.  For instance detailed requirements about the operation of the Management 
Group do not belong in the 10 Year Plan, nor do detailed operational requirements - these 
belong in the annual Control Programmes.  These statements will not be included in the 
analysis of responses to the 10 Year Plan.  
 
In summary the “Messenger form” carrying the QLDC logo introduced an alternative 
consultation (both selective and extended) within the formal consultation over the draft 
10 Year Lagarosiphon Management Plan. This caused confusion amongst submitters, 
confounded the consultation process and complicated the analysis.  
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Analysis of Submissions 
 
All submissions that relate directly to 10 Year Lagarosiphon Management Plan for Lake 
Wanaka were included in the analysis.  
 
In light of the complexity introduced by the “Messenger” form, submissions were divided 
into two groups:  

• Submissions contained in letters and on the submission form enclosed with the 10 
Year Plan.  

• Submissions on “Messenger” forms.  
 
Whereas individual views were able to be identified from letters and forms associated 
with the Plan, submitters using the “Messenger” form were constrained by the listed 
statements.  Two respondents who used the “Messenger” form included views about 
topics in the Plan that were not listed on the form.  Accordingly their submissions 
were included with the first group. 

 
Operational matters that fall outside the scope of the draft 10 Year Plan 
 
A number of operational issues were raised by submitters in both groups that are outside 
the scope of the draft 10 Year Plan.  These matters will be considered separately by the 
Lake Wanaka Lagarosiphon Management Group. 
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