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Dear Ken,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this draft proposal,

General comment and concerns

While there are some significant areas being retained by the crown for conservation
purposes, I have several concerns with this draft proposal as follows.

1. Very steep eastern slopes above the Ahuriri River (850-1400m) have significant
conservation values in terms of native flora and fauna Despite  the
recommendation of the Department of Conservation, on botanical grounds, these
important areas are to be disposed of These slopes contain significant beech
forest and diverse shrubland communities that complement the alpine grasslands
above. Rock faces are important here too ra they support an array of lower plants
and herbs that do not grow elsewhere. Additionally and importantly these areas of
native vegetation are regencrating following decades of modification. Shrubland
communitics of the type represented here are nationally New Zezland’s most
diverse and important community for native invertebrates, The linkage with alpine
grasstands and close proximity with low ahitude areas such as keiticholes and

wetlands makes them all the more important.

2. The Department of Conservation resources report does not cover inveriebrates and
is therefore fundamentally flawed. This is a serious omission and weakens the
conservation case. It is surprising that given the importance of the Tenure Review
Process that the Department does not fulfill its mandate and survey and assess the
most abundant and speciose part of our biota. The potential for fine scale selection
of areas of significance and resolution of passible conflicts is completely Jost in

this case. '

3. Tam pleased to see a significant area of wetland protected but disturbed to see
that adjacent weiland of significance surrounding it and riparian areas are
proposed to be frechalded. 1t is crucial that more of the wetlands and the balance
of the ketilehole Jandform and vegetation are retained by the Crown in their
cotirety. Also that further riparian areas as indicated by the Department of
Conservation are retained by the crown to protect the high conservation values
present. Additionally these wetland areas together provide a robust area with iis
own internal buffering that will allow the core areas to be sustainable over time.
These kettieholes are of National Importance as proposed by a number of reports
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available, including a popular book by Neville Peat and nc (Wild Rivers, 2001
pod__).

1 am surprised and alarmed to sec that the sustainability of the Ben Avon farming
enterprise is seriously considered in the Draft Proposal (see Page 5; Section 3.3 —
discussion on “valuable summer country as part of an overall pastoral enterprise”™).
This is well outside the terms of reference of The Commissioner of Crown Lands.
My understanding is that the Crown retains land with significant conservation
valuc as judged by the experts and supported or otherwise by submissions. This
son of discussion is out of place and shows a lack of understanding of the process
and outcomes. Please clarify. The discussion following shows a bias in my
opinion and secks to justify a predetermined position. T want to know why high
altitude native grasslands are freeholded at all? Especially when, as the draft
report states that they do contain “limited areas with significant inherent value™.

] do not support the proposed Conservation Covenants. These areas should quite
clearly be retained fully by the crown based on the Department of Consgervation
resources report (although I note the Kettlehole area is proposed as a CC by the
Depariment of Conservation report). There i1s no fundamental reason why some
developed grassland areas should not be retained by the crown if they are both
small and provide vital linkage between significant landforms/vegetation/
invertebrate key sites. CCs are possibly not sustainable long-term and
management of them is problematic as they are a low prionty for a cash-strapped
Department of Conservation. If the values are there, why not restore to Crown

Ownership?

Actions I propose to improve the Conservation outcomes

Enlarge the large area to be retained by the Crown by including the steep eastemn
slopes, thereby subsuming onc of the proposed CC completely.

Ensure all Tenure Review reports make a serious attempt at assessing the native
invertebrate values of these larpge Pastoral Leases

Retain significantly more of the riparian and wetland arcas of the Ahuriri River
adjacent to the existing protected wetland area. These wetlands are nationally
significant.

Retain in Crown Ownership the Nationally sigmticant Kettleholes to the southeast
of the property, These are much more appropriately protected in Crown
ownership. Additionally enlarge the area to the full 100 ha,

Do not include statements or arguments about the viability of the farmland left
following Tenure Review, This is irrelevant to the process, but & worrying insight
into the thinking of the authors of these reponts. Please assure me I'm wrong)

Please give me feedback on the outcome of this and other submissions. Actually, I
would like to see public meetings where the draft case and submissions are discussed
openly to ensurc that a fair and reasonable outcome is achteved. The process 1s too
important to risk tailure to protect all crown land with significant conservation values.

Yours faithfully

Siefal

ACT
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‘Commiﬂﬂiﬂﬂér of Crown Lands,

C/o Knight Frank (NZ) Ltd, : Rgimirme
Land Resources Division, Ag3ﬁ£5ﬁﬁf -
Box 27 ALEXANDRA. _ h

. 28 MAR 200

Dear Sir, ___B_E_(_?f't_v_m)

Tenure Reviaw of Bhp Avon Run.

Publiec Access 12.0 p?:

Disturbingly, the ownar is antitled to deny, limit, or’
charge for access in cartain. circumstances. 3ince this

is not just private land access but accasg to Public landa
it is not an acceptable provisiog. : '

I am happy to Accapt published stataments that the present
runholder ia trampar-friandly, and that acceys 1a seldom
1f ever denied. Nevertheless I Btand by my Postion which
is that denial -of accass to public lands for the purposes
of management of themm lands, and for no other purposa,

Yours uincertl;E
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Dcar Sir,
Thank you for sending me a copy of this document and | appreciate the opportunity to comment o it,

based on my knowledge of the area involved (limited on the upper slopes but good on the lower slopes and
valley floor), gained aver many years of ecological and botanicul regearch on the tussock grasslands and

associated mountain lands, particularly of the South Island high country.

Ben Avon Pastoral Lease is obviously complex ecologically and lopographically, but also containg
areas of very high conservation value and biological diversity. I believe the overall mtionalisation betwesn

monitoring by the DoC) rather than being transferred to full Crown ownership. Short-lerm grazing licenses
may be & preferable alternative for some of these areas.

on areas of diverse indigenous shrublands with high conservation velues. This boundary should be
lowered to about 1000 m,

The four areas shown as Area C, being 75 ha of Ben Avon Wetlands, to be restored to full Crown
ownership as Scenic Reserve, are also accepted, and commended. It is uncloar from the map, however,
what is to be the fate of the small lagoon (?Ben Avon Lagoon; about | 5 ha) in the right angle and adjacent

arca already or is to become congervation land, like the aren that
adjoing it to the northwest, Either way, the present partial fencing should be completed alongside the road
to prevent the continued access to stock and associated impacts,

The standard (20 ) marginal strip alongsida the Ahuriri River is inadequate to protect the riparian
and important wetland values in this area, including some oxbows and also to provide for adequate pubiic
access to both these ereas and alst to the river Such accoss here is presently unsatisfactory and tenure
review provides an important opportunity to correst this situation. A riparian strip of 50 — 100 m width can
be justified alongside this unbraided section of the Ahuriti River and is thus recommended.

pect of the proposal is freeholding of the narrow strip of lend located
betwcen the road and the Ahurirj River {and associated wetlands), north of the 1§ ha Ben Avon Lagoon on
the right angle turn in the road, as far as the property boundary. The special conservation and landscape
velues of the Ahuriri River, being the only relatively large river in the Mackenzie basin that has not been
developed for hydro-electric generation, and with a conservation order in recognition of these features,
deserves special attention in such a lenure review exercise.

1

Anaother unsatisfactory es
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As for the two proposed Conservation Covenants, the conditions of the covenant on Area 1, on the
Puke Makariri faces, of about 200 ha., would allow progressive removal of indigenous plant cover
through oversowing, topdresing and also chemical spraying. If this covenant is to protect landscape
values, as stated, then tighter controls, with prohibition of chemical Spraying, would be required and js
thus recommended. It is stated that the bottom and two latera] boundarys are sither fenced or to be fenced
and it is assumed that the “restricted grazing" “with cattle at any time" would mvolve “utilisation only
during winter when snow and climaic conditions will prevent stock drif} on to the adjoining conservation
land.” No monitoring has been proposed for this covenant area but prosumably should be included. Th is,
however, would be an additional cost for the DoC that would be hard to Justify since there would be no
cost recovery possible. In the circumstances it js recommended that this Arca 1 be transferred to full
Crown ownership with a grazing licence issued for up to five years, to allow adjustment to stack
management. If he covenant proposal is retained the conditions should be modified to limit chemical
spraying to individual patches and to retain the overall indigenous shrub and tussock cover,

With covenant Area 2, the area of about 75 ha seems to be minimal to protect what is stated to
be prime kettle holes on this site. This may have been decided 3o as {0 use the existing fences as the
boundary but it seems marginal for the purposes. While the impact of sheep grezing is to be “closely
monitored.” I assume that results of this monitoring could affect the continued grazing of this area,
although there seems to be nothing to this effect in the relevant doed of covenant (Appendix 4). Such
" should be added. Cattle droving through this area should not be allowed and the proposed use of
“topdressing, seed sowing and/or chemical spraying” (that are permitted other than on a 20 m wide margin

Ttrust that my recommendations will be serlously considercd and, again, I thank you for the opportunity
to comment on this proposed tenure review.

Yours sincerely,

fork..

Alan F Mafk FRSNZ: DCNZM.
Emeritus Professor
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Knight Frank
41-43 Tarbert Street
Alexandm

Rt Pa251/1Ben Avon Tenure Review

Dear 8ir
Thank you for letting the ¢lub have the opportunity 1o comment on the sbove proposal.

We have siadied the proposal and are in favour of the proposal.

Yours glncerely,

Arie Mmir b

Hanz Amnestedt
S-mmtmy

: ‘-2 MAY fi.uu..
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Dunstan 4WD Club,

C/o 32 Chutha St,
Almndra
08 May 2002.

Cormmissionce REIFASFD) UNDER THE
Clo DT Neow Zeatand, OFFICIAL INFORMATION ACT
Land Reeoarces Divigion,

POBox27,
Alexanda
Dy Sir,

Sibject: Crown Pastiorn] Lasd Act, Ben Avon Tmm.hmnw

WewimmmmmmdthdﬁrlﬂNumehncku,byfbutmdnﬂm&uftmthﬁuﬂomﬂﬂnmghaﬂ]ﬁghmmy
areas reverting to Crown Land undex the Temme Rendew . : - '

Tuuhﬂﬁlithmﬂyhmﬁ&ﬂmMmhpﬂb4WDmﬂuhm¢dﬁmpﬂhmmlﬂ1m
of Landk bedng Freeholded to all tarpe sreas of Crown Land Thizs Iz even more iapoetent where cantgaoms areas s to be the
subject of Temme Review st differing times and henco the most sppropxisto on / off routcs M opposite ends of the greater rrea of
Crown Land caamot bo conzidened in relotion 10 a single Pastoral Review Proposal,

Thmmm4WDGd:hmnnmuunhmﬂpdummmmmthnmhof&ﬂumﬁmd"I‘rmdl.ighﬂy'
organisation. 1t orgpuiees for its members, some 20 - 4WD pex year, These viry in difficulty and length from a half to three
days with the majority of trips being located in Central Otago. hs trips are axrently repeated every 1 1o 4 years,

The club reviews the fhllowing in acheduling and sctting its quarterty Trip Caltnders:

. 1nit within handy reach of its predominanity Queenstown-Almndm manberghip?

What in the tunber of propertics t0 be crossed en-route?

T the route genernlly sbhoig an axisting irack?

Wht in the track: difficulty ting?

Are there & varioly of lsndform, vegotation, and dverscape for enjoyment and photostope?
Has it historioal explorstion, access, mining or carly settlennt arens 1o view?

Are their suitahle sokoo sid fanchstops?

Has 1t am shility o be linked to another naarty route to provide for sn optooal weekend trip?
What is u smtable frequency for a repeat trip?

We the commistee heving read the “Proposal” consider that the objectives of “securing public acceps™ and for “epoyment of
Gmlnﬂ‘ﬁﬂhmmﬂymymdwmnmmmdnuMMMumwhmmm.

mm4mmmmmmmmmmwmmmmmmmm
mnhamufbmwﬂdndmmuﬁmmmdﬁrﬂmwhnwhhmpumh:trganimdemﬂzmmdmmudumtry
their vehicles and / or experience the normally maccessible back country in a controlled and safc imnmer:

)  that capcment documeniation be roquired to provide for summer sccess %0 recognised 4WD Clubs affiliaked to “Tread
UMMWWMMMMMMWMMMNW
schoduling acoess for DoC 4WI vehicles.

b ﬂﬁpmﬂnﬂmhrmbebyapmﬂsyﬂmnnﬁﬁﬂﬂuﬂbyDoC(ﬁhmmﬂﬂMnmﬁnmnofﬁpﬁnﬁm
Per year bo granied)

¢)  that such permission be required 1o be approved by the Prechokd badowner whoss permission for free access should
mmmmmmmmmmhmmmmmﬂqu-
urack and weather condiitions, lambing, gates, fireg, nibbigh removal

Thecluhwid:mmbumﬁﬁadufmﬂhamnﬂWDtypnmimhﬂuuWﬂwﬁupomlmd&mdﬂmofmym:gs. We
thamk you for the opportunity to comment on the proposat.

Yours faithdudly,
U Flor e rer

R

b s o S

Garry Harwood,
Pregicent.
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Longslip Station Limited

142 Glenstraes Road emeil Longslip@xtra.co.nz
Redcliffs ' Phone 03 3846002
CHRISTCHURCH B008 Fax 03 3846009

Cell Phone 025 794297
08/05/02

The Commissioner of Crown Lands
C/- Ken Taylor

Knight Frank

Alexandra

Dear David

Subject: Submission on “Crown Pastoral Land Act 1998
Ben Avon tenure review: Notice of preliminary proposal.

Longslip Station Limited has a 16 km plus boundary with Ben Avon station. Longslip
Station Limited supports the Ben Avon tenure review as advertised with two
exceptions. I have been of the firm underatanding that each proposal for tenure
review has to stand on its own merits in regard to providing public access under the
objects of section 24 of the Crown Pastoral Land Act 1998, However the objects of
section 24 of the Crown Pastoral Land Act 1998, in relation to the Ben Avon tenure
review, will be enhanced by the tenure review proposed for Longslip. In recognition
of the fact that the public access easements on Longslip Station Limited land, (which
i also proposed to b freeholded undsr the tenure review process) will bear a lot of
additionel public access traffic. By virtue of the fact that a gimilar comprehensive
network to the one proposed for the Longslip under tenure review, is conspicuous by
its absence in the Ben Avan preliminary proposal as advertised. For example the
simplest and easiest access to the points “c” and “d” on the map are potentially along
either side of the pre tenure review frechold (or through the council road o the
freehold). Rather than via the access casement on the proposed Longslip Station
freehold, which wil probably be the preferred route for the public’s and DoC’s
management access. In other words there is no access eascment to the conservation
lands on Ben Avon (Area B) up the Avon Burn stream. It ks only fair, equitable and
reasonable that this access easement must be 50% on “Longslip land” and 50%
- on “Ben Avon land”, If this access eascment remaing a8 proposed in the Ben
Avon preliminary proposal as advertised (100% on Longslip Station Iand), then
under the compensation proposal for the Longslip tenure review, the level of
compensation for public access must be increased on A pro rata basis,

Longslip Station Limited submits that the legal boundary with Ben Avon must
be altered at the time of issuing the “freehold title for Ben Avon” as follows: that
the legal boundary follow the present fenced boundary line in the upper reaches
of the Avon Burn stream as marked on the attached map — “Y - Z” in the colour
orange. The balance to follow the legal boundary as defined on the attached
map. In effect a small area of land currently held under the Ben Avon pastoral lease,
which is proposed to be designated as land to be restored to full crown ownerghip and
control as a conservation area, will bacome “Longslip” freehold land
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Longalip Station hes cared for this piece of land for some 100 yoars, farming it in a
diligent and husband like manner, constructed and maintained an access track along it
(with consents from the Commissioner of Crown Lands) and has oversown and
topdressed the area reducing its reversion to hisracium. Ironically it ia this very
length of track, which will provide public access for conservation land on what was
previously part of the Ben Avon pastoral lease in the legal sense, but fanced into
Longslip Station,

Under section 21 of the Crown Pastoral Land Act 1998, the Commissioner of Crown
Lands has the power to change the boundaries between adjoining pastoral leases. Just
as the lessee(s) has one Opportunity to get it right under tenure review, 80 does the
Commiasioner of Crown Lands.

You will know only all to well from your files the great lengths that I went to as
pastoral leasee of Longslip to ensure that I knew where the legal boundary waa and
that the actual fences were on this line. All this in order to avoid future complications!

I attach a copy of a letter from SM Williams Chief Surveyor dated 11/05/1984, which
indicates that the advice I recelved was less than helpful. If I had received the correct
advice from SM Williams Chief Surveyor in letters dated 11/05/1984 and 23/07/1985
(and 6™ & 15 of August 1985). This situation would have been resolved when the
survey of the new boundary fence north west of this point was undertaken (costing
tach property some $1500). I also query as to why the crown surveyors failed to pick
up the anomaly between the position of the fence and the legel boundary at this time
when they were handed copies of the attached letters from SM Williams Chief
Surveyor. They verbally agreed with these letters, and fhiled to make any further
comment later.

The reality in that the area as marked on the attached map i3 very small in comparison
to the substantiel area between the boundary fence and the legal boundary. Longalip
has not been able to graze or benefit from this area of land in other ways, but has paid
pastoral lease rent and local body rates on it for over 100 years,

In my view, ensuring that the objects of the “Crown Pastoral Land Act 1998 are
going ta be met in practice will require a lot of goodwill from the lessee, the Crown
and DoC. So let’s start off on the right foot, by ensuring that we have practical and
workable legal boundaries on the ground. '

Yours fatthfully

Rod (5 Patterson MAgSc, MNZIPIM, CPAg
Director

Encs.
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e : OUR REFERENCE: P 20

TELEGRAPHIC ADDREBE: 'LANDS’ : ‘ o
- V " YOUR REFERENCE:

FOH VERAAL INQUIRIEB
PLEAEE ASK FORM T Brash

TELEPHONE No. 770 650
: DISTAICT OEFICE,
p.o.Box 896
DUNEDIN
11 May 1984

Mr R G Pattermon
- Longwlip Station
Private Pag
OMARAMA .

Deaxr Mr Fatterson

Thank you for your letter of & May.

I regret that thers is no modern boundery information available
covaring the land in your Fastoral Lease (Ru.n 233, Longallp and dlmrird
Survey Dimtriots). _

-

Boundaries of your run,slong with those adjoining were derived from
topographioal sketchem of the ares carried out over a osntury ago.

If you oare to oall at the office of the Ohief Burveyor an attempt-
ocould be made to intsrpret the Run boundariee onto a modern topo-

graphical DAP .

Should all or part of your lesse be reclasaifsd as farm land at aome
future time, this Depertment would be responsible for carrying out .

ANy DCABEATY WUTVeY.

Yours faithfully

* W N Brash
for Chief Burveyor
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FOR VERDAL INQUIRIES
PLEASEABKFORMT W111iams

TELEPHONE No. 770 65()

- REVEASED, INOEN THE
e AL ORI AcT
DEPARTMENT OF LANDS AND SURVEY

OUR AEFERENCE: P 2

YOUR REFEMENGE:

DISTRICT OFFICE,

p0.aox BI6
DUNEDIN

13 March 1985

Mr R G Pattersan
Langslip Station
Private Bag
OMARAMA

Dear Mr Patterson
BURVEY DEFINITION : LONGSLIP ETATION

Our meeting at thie Department on 7 March 1985 refare.

Furthar investigation has feiled to locata any plan defining

your southern boundary by survey. Becmuse of the VETY approximat
portrayal of this boundary on the original Run Plan, snd the

emall differences you pointed out on NZMS 1 5116 Lindia, the
positlion of the original fence on the ground ahopuld be sUcepted
e thea boundary batween Longslip end Dalraphney Stationa,

You mantioned that this fance wes reportad to be pld and

broken ebout 40 years qfﬁg,un it 18 pgood evidence of tha boundary

position.

This letter really confirms our diascussion of last waeek.
If you require many further information, pleeam contact thig

offlce.
Yours faithfully
N

S M UWililams
Chlimf Surveyor
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DEPARTMENT OF LANDS AND SURVEY

OUA REFEAENCE: P 20

YOUR REFERENGE:

TELERHONE No. 770 650
DISTRICT QFFICE,
PO.8OX  BY§
DUNEDIN
23 July 1985

Mr R G Patterson
Longstip Statlon
Priveta Bag
OMARAMA

Dear Mr Patterson
Thank you for your lettar of 15 July,

To answer your second query flrst, the Avon Burn [ the boundary
of your run,

However, because there are no road reserves or Crown land strips
resarvad from sale along tha banks of the Avon Burn you do have
rights to the middle of tha straam between the parmanant banks.

With regard to your first quary the boundary north sast from the
Avon Burn to the Ahurirl River has only aver been [1lustrated on
the early run rolls and has nevar bapn fixed by Survey as we know

It today.

The Interpretation that | Put on tha posltlon of this boundary s
that 1t will follow the exlsting fence line, or the pesition of an
earller fence line, If the present one does not follow that carllar

line,

| have studied the pnulé}on of the fence from aarlal photos and
although It does not s} nd out cleariy, you are correct In Indlcatling
that thare Is a sllight'band In ft. OQur topographlical map would seem
to be slightly In arror in showlng the fence as strafight from the

Avon Burn to the Ahurlirl Rlvar.

Note that the topographlcal map purports to show the physical boundary
on the ground and not the lagal boundary. Thare are many times of
courss when these boundarles colncida.

| cannot agree wlth your Interpolation of the boundary shown by you

as lipae 1. The band in the Ahurir! River to which you have drawn

line 1, is not the band shown on the early print, or the copy of part

of survey office plan 246 which I enck> se. The orlglnal bend was almost

| .
' N
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DEPARTMENT OF LANDS Al ) SURVEY

TELEGRAAPHIC ADDAEBS: ‘L ANDS' OUR REPERENCE: P 20
YOUR REEERENCE:

FOR VEABAL INQUIRIES
PLEABE ASK FORM T Branh

TELEPHONE Na. 770 &5%0
CISTAICT OFFICE,

F.O.BOX  A96

DUNEDIN

6 Augunt‘IDBS

L

Mr R G Patterson
Longslip Etation
Private Bag 1
OMARAMA

Daar Mr Pattarson
Thank you for your letter of 26 July.

Although I have studied Field Books 752 and 763 I can find no
refareanca to what you are describing. Could you give me = page
teference to refer to. In Pleld Book 752 the page numbar is shown
by a stemped number. In FPield Book 763 the page number is hand
written with a chiclt around it,

Youra faithfully

N Brnnh
for Chief Surveyor
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OUR REFERMENCE: p 30

TELEGRAPHIC ADDREES; 'L ANDS
YOUR REFERENCE:

FOR VEABAL INQUIRIES
FLEASE ASK FORM p Brash

TELEPHONE No. 770 &%0
DISTRICT OQFFICE,

P.O.BOX B9p

DUNEDIN

15 Augumt 14865

Mr R G Pattsrmon
Longalip Station
Private Bag
OMARAMA

" Dear Mr Patterson
Thank you for your letter of 7 August.

When I raplied to You on & August, 1 assumad from your latter
of 26 July that ¥ou had sighted the specific pages in the fiald
booka which showed Your boundaries running off towards the Avon
Burn from the Ahuriri River.

If you have not seen anything in your search through the field
books, then I can only ge bagk to my letter to you of 23 July
and quote paragraph five "The interpretation that I put on the
position of thia boundary is that it will follow the axisating
fence line, or the Position of an sariisr fanoe line (if itg
position cap be ldentified), if tha pressnt one does not follow

that .lrliiﬁ;

In the abasnca of Any survey flxes, this can bae the only interpretation
of the position of your boundary,

Your map is returnaed.

Yours faithfully

A

W N Brash
for Chier Survayor
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Yours fllthfu]]y
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