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DRAFT

DOC proposes to 
assign a new name or 
alter an existing name 
for a Crown protected 
area, in accordance 
with agreed DOC/

Board naming 
guidelines

S. 12(b) & 27(1),(2) & 30(1),(2)

Crown protected
area made under an 

enactment, and public 
notification completed

by DOC?

On behalf of the Board, 
the Secretary receives 

proposal from DOC and
updates records

S. 27(2)

S. 27(1) & (2)

Yes

No
Board reviews proposal in 

accordance with its 
naming guidelines 

(developed in consultation 
with the Minister of 

Conservation)

S. 27(3) & 30(4)(b)

S. 28(1)

Does the
Board

concur?

Does DOC’s legislation 
require notice to be given of 

the name in the NZ gazette or 
in an enactment?

Final decision/determination as to 
Crown protected area name 

published by DOC in NZ Gazette
or in an enactment

S. 28(1)(a)

The final decision/determination 
for the Crown protected area 

name is published by the Board 
in NZ Gazette, in newspapers, 

and other publications

S. 28(2), 29(2)(b)

Board refers proposal and 
its recommendations to 

the Minister of 
Conservation

S. 29(1)

Yes No

No

S. 28(1)(b)
Final decision/determination as to 

Crown protected area name 
published by the Board in

newspapers

DOC advised

Final Crown protected area
name (assigned/altered):

name used in all official documents, in the New
Zealand Gazetteer of Official Geographic Names, and 

other electronic databases

No Crown protected area
name (assigned/altered):

maps, charts, other publications, and
electronic databases not affected, but non-

official status added to New Zealand
Gazetteer of Official Geographic Names

Existing Crown protected
area name is retained:

maps, charts, other publications, and electronic 
databases not affected, but status change to official

in New Zealand Gazetteer of Official
Geographic Names
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Objector/Submitter advised

Tangata whenua Māori advised

Minister of 
Conservation makes 
final determination

S. 29(1)

Minister of 
Conservation 
advises Board 
of decision not 

to name

S. 31 & 32

S. 29(2)(a)

S. 27(2)

After considering
the results of public notification, 

DOC decides whether to proceed 
with the original proposal or a 

different proposal

NZ Geographic 
Board to publicly 

notify

The Board (with assistance from 
TPK observer for those proposals 

outside the Ngāi Tahu rohe)
seeks advice or obtains views 

from tangata whenua Māori, about
proposals that fall within their 

rohe, in terms of the ‘Protocol for 
Māori Place Names’

Notification of proposal published in NZ 
Gazette, in newspapers and other 

publications. Closing date for submissions 
will be at least one month from the 

notification date

S. 16

S. 17

submission(s)
received?

Board forwards any 
submission(s) to DOC

S. 30(3)(c)

S. 30(3)(a)

No

Yes

S. 30(4)(a)
Yes

DOC considers submission(s)
and determines whether to proceed

with the original proposal or with a different 
proposal (if National Park or Marine 

Reserve, then Governor-
General to assign)

DOC advises 
Board of no 

further action

Yes

Minister of 
Conservation 
advises Board 
of decision to 

name

S. 29(2)(a)

No

No

On behalf of the Board, 
the Secretary receives 

proposal from DOC 
and assesses against 

the agreed naming 
guidelines

Proceed

Return to DOC



Information available to DOC for making proposals includes:

1. a proposal form with accompanying guidance notes;
2. a fact sheet;
3. New Zealand Geographic Board (Ngā Pou Taunaha o Aotearoa) Act 2008;
4. naming guidelines agreed between the Board and the Minister of 
Conservation – Section 12(b) refers;
5. this flow chart; and
6. Protocol for Māori Place Names.

Notes:

1.  DOC administers legislation which contain provisions for naming Crown 
protected areas i.e. Conservation Act 1987, Reserves Act 1977, Marine 
Reserves Act 1971, and National Parks Act 1980.

2. The naming process adopts a concurrence model used by the New South 
Wales National Parks & Wildlife Service and the New South Wales 
Geographical Names Board, where names are assigned by the New South 
Wales Governor or Minister.

3. SOPs (Standard Operating Procedure) or Guidelines can specify whether 
DOC undertakes public and iwi consultation (e.g. for National Park naming, it 
could be done at the same time as consultation on other matters related to 
the National Park) or whether the Board undertakes consultation over a 
proposed name.

4.  The Board may delegate the concurrence role to the Secretary (as done 
by the New South Wales Geographical Names Board) to allow timely 
processing.

5.  In practice there may be potential for a combined gazette notice by the 
Board and DOC, to satisfy any notification requirements of DOC administered 
legislation as well as Board legislation.  In any event, no public notification by 
the Board should happen until DOC advises that a formal decision has been 
made to create a Crown protected area.
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