
PROCESS FOR NEW ZEALAND LOCAL AUTHORITY DISTRICT & REGION NAMES

Local authority resolves 
at one of its meeting to 
consent to altering a 

district or region name 
and requests the Board 
to alter that district or 
region name on the 

appropriate form 

On behalf of the Board, the 
Secretary receives 

submission proposals for
altering a district or region 

names and updates records

NEW ZEALAND GEOGRAPHIC BOARD (NGĀ POU TAUNAHA O AOTEAROA) ACT 2008

TPK Board observer and Ngāi 
Tahu Board member requested to 
seek advice or obtain views from 

tangata whenua Māori about
geographic feature name

submission proposals that fall 
within their rohe

S. 11(2)
S. 11(3)

Process for Districts and Regions – November 2008

Secretary verifies/validates 
supporting information 

received.  Further research 
may be necessary, including 
referrals to other government 

agencies.  Further 
information may be sought 

from the local authority

Board considers proposal & the 
views of tangata whenua Māori, in 
terms of its functions and duties

A detailed summary 
report of each 

proposal is prepared 
for the Board's 
consideration

Board requests 
local authority to 
provide further 

information or to 
undertake 

consultation

No - Declined

Local authority advised

Tangata whenua Māori advisedNo - Deferred

Yes -
Accepted

Does Board
support proposal?

S. 16
Board must give public notice of the 

proposal and specify the period 
within which submissions must be 
received (supporting or objecting)

Notification of proposal published in NZ 
Gazette and in newspapers and other 

publications. Closing date for submissions 
will be at least one month from the 

notification date

In terms of the ‘Protocol for Māori Place 
Names’, tangata whenua Māori advised of 

public notification and the deadline for 
submissions

S. 16

Final official altered district or region name:
published on topographical maps, hydrographic 
charts, other publications, in the New Zealand 

Gazetteer of Official Geographic Names, and other 
electronic databases

For objection(s), the Board considers 
and decides whether to uphold or 
reject. Further information may be 

necessary.

Final determination as to official 
altered district or region name 
published in NZ Gazette and in 

newspapers and other 
publications

Board to report to Minister in 
writing, setting out a summary of 

objecting submission(s) with 
Board’s decision

S. 17

S. 21 S. 20(2)

S. 31 & 32

Existing official district or region name is retained:
maps, charts, other publications, and electronic databases 
not affected, but status change to official in New Zealand 

Gazetteer of Official Geographic Names

S. 19(3)

Local authority, tangata whenua 
and objectors/supporters advised

submission(s)
received?

Board determination 
is final

No
Yes

Board upholds 
objection(s)

Board rejects 
objection(s)S.20(1)

Minister’s 
determination is final

Minister determines the
proposal by confirming, modifying or 

rejecting the Board's decision.

S. 20(3)

Is submission 
supporting?

NoYes

Order in Council under S. 260 of 
the Local Government Act 2002 
requested by Minister from the 

Governor-General, to give effect 
to the alteration

S. 22(2)

S. 10 & 11

DRAFT



Information available to local authorities making proposals includes:

1. a proposal form with accompanying guidance notes;
2. a fact sheet;
3. New Zealand Geographic Board (Ngā Pou Taunaha o Aotearoa) Act 2008;
4. naming guidelines;
5. this flow chart; and
6. Protocol for Māori Place Names.

Consultation:

Those local authorities making proposals are encouraged to undertake their 
own consultation (e.g. with the local community or interest groups, 
Department of Conservation, local iwi, etc).

Documentary evidence of any such consultation should accompany proposals
for altering a district or region name.

By undertaking consultation, more weight is added to support the proposal 
and gives recognition to the appropriate administrative, cultural and heritage 
aspects, as well as any historical, geographical and/or scientific research 
undertaken.

Although consultation is not mandatory, it is considered by the Board to be a 
useful step towards altering a district or region name.

When a proposal is received, the Board observes a ‘Protocol for Māori Place 
Names’, whereby the Board directly seeks the views of tangata whenua Māori in 
respect to proposals within their rohe.
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