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SALE OF PORTHAVEN 
Although the majority of Port Hills Crown-owned properties were included in the Global Settlement 
Agreement, Porthaven was specifically excluded at Christchurch City Council’s (Council) request.   

Due to legal requirements of the Body Corporate the privately-owned units prevented the demolition of 
the Crown-owned units, and the Crown incurred substantial costs to maintain the site.  The clearing of any 
of the 134 units would have required the cancellation of the existing unit plan and potentially a 
redevelopment.  This could not have occurred without the agreement of all privately owned unit owners, 
without which the Crown would have been in breach of the Unit Titles Act 2010.  The privately owned units 
were scattered and adjoined Crown-owned units, complicating demolitions.  

In October 2019, after they were excluded from the properties to be transferred to the Council under the 
Global Settlement Agreement, the Minister for Greater Christchurch Regeneration agreed that the Crown-
owned units at Porthaven should be sold on the open market.  The disposal of the Crown-owned Porthaven 
storage units was consistent with the purposes of the GCR Act, as, amongst other reasons, better facilitated 
regeneration of the area than the Crown retaining ownership.  

LINZ consulted with the private unit owners, obtained a valuation and geotechnical report, and engaged 
Bayleys Realty Group as realtor.  Porthaven was publicly advertised by deadline sale by Bayleys on an ‘as-
is-where-is’ basis.  The Crown accepted an unconditional offer to purchase the 134 Crown-owned 
Porthaven units from Anthony Peter McLaughlin and Michelle Christine Wingfield (the current owners) with 
a settlement date of 30 November 2020. 

Once you have had the opportunity to review this response you are welcome to contact 
redzoneinfo@linz.govt.nz should you have any questions or wish to seek any further clarification. 

You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Ombudsman of this decision. Information 
about how to make a complaint is available at www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or freephone 0800 802 602. 

Please note, this response letter outlining our decision on your request, with your personal details 
withheld, and any attached documentation will be published on the Toitū Te Whenua Land Information 
New Zealand’s website. This is likely to be published in January 2023.

Yours sincerely 

Sonya Wikitera 
Head of Crown Property Pr
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