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Crown Pastoral Land Act: 
Discussion document on 
proposals for farm plan 
regulation 
 

Purpose  
We are seeking your views on a proposed new regulation to set the information required 
in farm plans provided by Crown pastoral leaseholders to Toitū Te Whenua Land 
Information New Zealand (LINZ).  

The role of farm plans under in the Crown Pastoral Land Act 1998 (the Act) was a 
discussion point in the 2019 Discussion document: Enduring stewardship of Crown pastoral 
land. Respondents told us that farm plans may assist LINZ when considering consent 
applications for discretionary pastoral activities in some cases. However, existing farm 
plans vary in content and form.  

Section 100R(1)(c)1 of the Act provides for a regulation to prescribe the content and form 
of farm plans. Regulation will provide applicants with more certainty, and assist in 
streamlining the consenting process. 

 

Key considerations 
Farm plans are not compulsory under the Act.  

LINZ has taken into account the following factors in determining the proposed regulation: 

• Farm plans would allow the Commissioner to understand the leaseholder’s longer 
term intention, and activity will support this intention. 

• Farm plans would allow the Commissioner to understand how proposed activities 
fit into current or intended farming operations. 

• LINZ aims to make the most of existing information to avoid duplication. 

• The level of information provided is proportionate to the scale of intended activity.  

 
 
1 Section 100R(1)(c) - Inserted following the Environment Committee consideration of the bill.  
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Proposed content of a farm plan 
LINZ proposes that the regulation prescribes the following content:  
 

• Overview of the farm operation – vision, intention, awareness of risks, and 
opportunities. 

• If the farm operation is split into land management units, the boundaries of these 
units and how the farming operations are linked (for example, where stock are 
moved to after summer grazing). 

• The proposed programme of development or activities (for which consent is likely 
to be required) over the period the farm plan covers, and how the development or 
activities are likely to be undertaken, including:   

o sequence of or with other activities 
o interdependencies of activities  
o where the activity is planned to be undertaken (which should be supported 

by the inclusion of a map) 
o when development or activities are planned to be undertaken and over what 

period. 

• Where relevant, any ongoing monitoring under the farm plan, including frequency 
of monitoring, locations, who will monitor, and what they will monitor. 

• Where relevant, a description of any areas of the lease to be protected by any 
mechanism or areas of the lease to be retired from pastoral farming, including the 
timeframe for these proposals. 

• Where relevant, a description of how the lease or licence holder intends to satisfy 
any requirements under any other legislation. 

Proposed form of a farm plan 

LINZ proposes that the regulation prescribe that leaseholders or applicants may provide a 
farm plan used for another purpose (in full or part), if the farm plan contains the 
prescribed content (as above).  
 

Make a submission 
Please use the submission form: Farm Plan consultation – submission form 
 
You can provide feedback by emailing your submission to CPLC@linz.govt.nz  
 
LINZ welcomes your feedback on the proposed regulation by 23 January 2023. 

https://www.linz.govt.nz/sites/default/files/consult/Farm%20Plan%20consultation%20submission%20form.docx
mailto:CPLC@linz.govt.nz
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