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Opus International Consultants Limited 
P. O. Box 1482 
Christchurch 8140. 
 
27 June 2011. 
 
 
Dear Mr Webster, 
 
Chetwynd pastoral lease tenure review preliminary proposal 
 
The Canterbury-Aoraki Conservation Board welcomes the chance to comment on this preliminary 
proposal for tenure review. Chetwynd is on the eastern side of the Albury Range, which divides South 
Canterbury and the Mackenzie Basin. It is a substantial and largly intact part of the ecological and 
landscape character of the Albury Range, contributing to a context for the town of Fairlie and a 
Mackenzie 'gateway'. 
 
Chetwynd is relatively accessibly situated and likely to be of considerable interest to the public for its 
significant inherent values and recreation potential. It has been farmed conservatively by the current 
lessees, with the agricultural demands made on it being on the whole proper for the various types of 
terrain present. 
 
The proposal is to an extent an endorsement of the lease's management to date, in returning two 
lightly-farmed and largely biologically healthy contiguous parcels totalling 648.5 hectares (CA1 and 
CA2) to the public for ongoing conservation purposes and designating 142.7 hectares of mostly more 
developed, and developable, land for freehold disposal. The altitudinal sequence within the proposed 
conservation land would be approximately 560 to 1,320 metres above sea level, fostering a large 
number of connected biological assemblages and presenting a range of recreational opportunities. 
Though the board is supportive of much of the proposal, there are additions and alterations we would 
like to make. 
 
 
Proposed Conservation Area 1 (CA1) 
 
This area, dominated by the gorged upper catchments of Tramway and Coal Streams, forms the bulk of 
the land for permanent protection as public conservation land. These catchments are distinct and, in 
general terms, in good condition, with Coal Stream in particular presenting as intact and diverse. 
 
On a landscape scale, these valleys and their surrounding ridges and spurs play important parts in the 
legibility of the Albury Range and beyond and have moderately-high to high landscape and visual 
values due to those grand-scale contributions and integrity of sequencing of indigenous components. 
The slopes below about 1,000 metres above sea level are classified as 'critically under-protected' in the 
LENZ (Land Environments of New Zealand) system of categorising threatened environments. 
 
A range of plant communities is represented in the proposed CA1, with a variety of tussocklands, 
rocklands, shrublands, woody vegetation and to a lesser extent, wetlands, represented. Most of these 
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have moderate to high levels of naturalness. Short tussocklands on easy slopes have lower degrees of 
naturalness. A number of notable plants species exist here, including coral broom which is classified as 
threatened; others are of note because they are more typically associated with lowlands. Examples are: 
lemonwood, narrow-leaved lacebark and ribbonwood. Interestingly, matagouri has a very limited 
presence. 
 
Fauna representation within the proposed CA1 presents an intriguing picture and along with 
Chetwynd's botanical suite, could offer some interesting research opportunities. Common geckos and a 
skink (species unidentified) have been recorded, as has a range of endemic, native and introduced 
birds. Long-tailed bats, though sought, are unrecorded but known to be in several other sites in the 
locality. Forested areas on the margins of Tramway Bush are suitable habitat for these. No sport fish or 
indigenous fish were recorded in a survey of six types of freshwater habitat. This is of note because the 
habitats are suitable for migrating and non-migrating species. Freshwater and terrestrial invertebrate 
species  are numerous and in general terms healthy, with several notable species present; the tree weta, 
the giant leaf veined slug and the beetle megadromus antarcticus, for example, are uncommon in the 
ecological district and the giant weevil, found on the Albury Range ridge, is endangered on the 
mainland.  

 
We are satisfied that appropriate consideration has been given to the fencing requirements of CA1, but 
see a need for monitoring to ascertain that stock exclusion by natural features such as escarpments 
rather than by fencing is occurring as anticipated, and that fences be installed if stock incursions do 
take place. 

 
Recommendations 
The board is generally supportive of the proposals relating to CA1 and recommend: 
• that the proposed area CA1 be retained as public conservation land.  
• that Chetwynd's resources reports be forwarded to research bodies that may have interest in further study of 

aspects of the area. 
• that the efficiency of the proposed fencing plan as relates to CA1 be monitored, and improved should the need 

arise.                 

 
 
Proposed Conservation Area 2 (CA2) 
 
This area is part of the Tramway Stream catchment and substantially contiguous with the adjoining 
land in the proposed CA1, in terms of landscape and its significant inherent values, though it contains a 
greater proportion of tussockland than CA1. Its altitudinal range is 580 to 820 metres above sea level. 
The LENZ system for categorising threatened environments classifies the land represented in this block 
as 'critically under-protected'. 
 
The board appreciates that the landholders will need time to adjust their management regimes on 
finalising their tenure review. We are supportive of the creation of CA2, which supports such a 
transition period by including a grazing concession, but the LENZ classification and the block's 
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry (MAF) Land Use Capability classification of Class VII, which 
describes land with strong limitations to grazing, suggest the need for a conservative approach to the 
ongoing agricultural use of this block.  
 
During the life of the concession, there will be ongoing transfer of a variety of foreign organisms by 
stock entering CA2, in the form of seeds and spores for example. In addition to this perpetuation of a 
situation that is acceptable presently under the lease arrangement, there is potential for the 
translocation of a greater range of species previously unseen on the leasehold, that may be associated 
with the freehold areas' development. On public land, held for conservation purposes, practice that 
enables the spread of undesirable organisms is inappropriate for any extended period of time.  
 
Fairness and realism around a transition term's length are reasonable expectations.  
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We propose a concession to graze, as detailed in Schedule Two (2.2) of the tenure review proposal, that 
is altered to a single period of a maximum of five years and monitored by the Minister of Conservation 
with a reserved right to adjust stock rates in order to meet conservation objectives. 
 
Recommendations 
The board supports the rationale behind the design of CA2 and recommend: 
• that the proposed area CA2 be retained as public conservation land. 
• that a maximum five-year grazing concession be granted to enable a smooth transition to the new 

designations and the j-k easement be adjusted accordingly. 
• that Department of Conservation monitoring take place during the concession period and the right to adjust 

stock rates be reserved. 
 
 
Proposed freehold areas 
 
Land in two blocks and comprising approximately 142.7 hectares is proposed for freehold designation. 
We are satisfied that this is appropriate in general terms as the land is considerably developed and 
predominantly Class VI ('Fairly good stable hill country where soil erosion can be minimised by good 
pasture establishment/management' – MAF). 

 
There is, however, an area of Class VII land that is proposed for inclusion around the upper reaches of 
the freehold designation. Class VII land has 'severe limitations/hazards under perennial vegetation' 
and is 'usually not suited for grazing'. It is 'moderately well-suited to forestry' – MAF. This part of the 
proposed freehold would be of very limited benefit in a stock production capacity and forestry would 
be of only moderate advantage with the additional potential for creation of a wildings problem. It is the 
board's view that the value of this part of Chetwynd is best realised in a conservation capacity. 

 
Fencing in these proposed freehold areas requires attention. While we are satisfied that there will be 
robust mechanisms to keep stock from crossing into proposed public conservation areas, we are 
concerned about stock access to streams in areas designated for freehold. The 1998 Crown Pastoral 
Land Act has as an object, in section 24 a (i) to 'promote the management of reviewable land in a way 
that is ecologically sustainable.' As this tenure review is the forum to give effect to that object in relation 
to Chetwynd, we believe that it is most appropriate to deal with stock exclusion from streams, and 
alternatives (piped or drinking bay systems, for example), within its ambit.  
 
Recommendations 
The board is generally supportive of the proposal for freehold and recommend: 
• the adoption of the proposed freehold designation with the exception of the Class VII land.  
• the transfer of the Class VII land proposed for freehold to a designation as public conservation land and 

inclusion in CA1. 
• the exclusion of stock from streams running through the proposed freehold areas. 
 
 
Proposed access 
 
The board appreciates that the proposed public, conservation, and farm management access 
arrangements are predominantly respectful of the landscape, in avoiding exposed ridges and generally 
seeking to tread lightly in conservation, management and farm operation terms. We are uncomfortable, 
however, with the proposed annual closure of easements. The public and conservation managers 
should not routinely be denied access to public conservation land because of a private operation's 
management matters. 
 
An object of the Crown Pastoral Land Act (section 24 c) is 'to make easier (i) the securing of public 
access to and enjoyment of reviewable land...'. Another object set out in 24 b is: 'to enable the protection 
of the significant inherent values of reviewable land.' Access to the land for public use and conservation 
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management purposes should within reason be unfettered and is well-supported in law. 
 
We see two prominent matters: that addressed above and that of the status of the legal roads through 
and around the property. We are very strongly in favour of the maintenance of the legal roads' 
standing: by remaining open and being marked where appropriate, they will provide year-round 
alternative non-motorised access through the property, particularly for the public but also for 
conservation management. They are potentially crucial to management of access following future land 
ownership changes within the locality. 
 
Recommendations 
• The proposed access arrangements should be reviewed with the object of providing year-round practical access 

for public and conservation management purposes. 
• The legal roads through and around Chetwynd should remain open for present and future access 

requirements and be marked where appropriate. 
 
 
Summary 
 
Chetwynd's tenure review offers many opportunities for the landholders to modify and extend their 
farming practice. It is also a chance to make what are relatively under-represented conservation values 
properly publicly available to a range of recreationists and researchers for enjoyment and study. There 
is potential for real environmetal protection to take place, in the upper parts of the property, the 
streams and associated margins running through the proposed freehold and in the Tengawai and Opihi 
Rivers that Tramway and Coal Streams contribute to. 
 
The board finds the preliminary proposal mostly considerate of all interests. The adjustments to 
designations, access arrangements and fencing that we suggest are reasonable and meaningful 
refinements intended to improve the review's outcomes and they are consistent with the 1998 Crown 
Pastoral Land Act. 
 
 
 
Prepared by: J. R. Finlayson 
                       Canterbury-Aoraki Conservation Board 
 

Contact:         Brenda Preston (bpreston@doc.govt.nz) 
                        Board Liaison Officer 
                        Private Bag 4715 
                        Christchurch 8011 
                        (03) 371 3756. 
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