Crown Pastoral Land
Tenure Review

Lease name : OMARAMA STATION
Lease number: PO 369

Public Submissions - Part 2

These submissions were received as a result of the public advertising of the
Preliminary Proposal for Tenure Review.

These submissions are released under the Official Information Act 1982.
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C/O Recreational users forum
C/. 30 Earnscleugh rd.
Alexandra 9320
14 October 2012

TO:

The Commissioner of Crown Lands,

Land Information New Zealand,

RE: Omarama Station Tenure review

CORUF

Central Otago Recreational users forum is a committee representing some 50-60 groups and
individuals with recreational interests. We can describe our members as general public of verying
fitness levels wanting to enjoy their chosen outdoor pursuits. Most have a number of interests but
all require reasonable 4WD access to give them a real opportunity to enjoy their chosen recreation
which is often family orientated..

We wish to thank the farmer for allowing our representative Jan kelly to visit their Omarama
station.

PROPOSAL
2.1 CORUF approves the small area being added to Otamatakou Scenic Reserve for the purpose
of tidying up the boundaries. (SR 1)

2.1 The small area being restored to full crown owner ship (SR 2) and access is approved by
CORUF

2.2

2.2 MT CUTHBERT and the EWE RANGE

We wont comment on how this area should be set up as were not sure how the QE11 open space
covenant.can be handled.

We understand the farmer is very conservation minded and know they will carry on the good
practices they have adopted . This proposal will give such minded persons a great deal of
satisfaction in the future however Im sure they can see that a proposal like this will benefit this area
only while they are the owners and maybe the area should become conservation land with grazing
concessions. This would allow outcomes the farmers have created to be protected forever.

We wish to convey our disappointment that this chance to make available a good 4 WD access to
Mt Cuthbert which provides wonderful view over the Mckenzie basin has been over looked .
CORUF would like to see the track leaving from farm building area become a public access to this
prominent point. This will allow the general public to participate in such a wonderful landscape.
We will comment later about the access routes being proposed in this review.

2.11 We are in favour of the protective Mechanism for CC3
as it supports the threatened New Zealand falcon and the indigenous Spotted skink lizard species.

Access issues

We would wonder why access such as those proposed in this review is not proposed under a
“reasonable access” code .

Red dots on this tenure review map may be referred to as access routes however when the route is
not always on a formed track but goes cross country for gross distances with no allowance for
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camping one would have to say why even do this. We would suggest the powers that be look at the
term reasonable access as a starting point in Tenure reviews.

If you want an access route available but wish to exclude the general public then this is a good
example.

GENERAL

From a recreational point of view this review promised a lot -Refer.Conservation Resources report,
2005 .2.7.3

Quoted walking,tramping.skiing,scenery appreciation, nature study and photograghy, mountain
biking, horse riding and 4WD activities

In reality with this review most of these activities are not available to general public.

We would propose that any Tenure Review being done give “reasonable access” and be for the
“general public “of New Zealand.

Thank you for the chance to comment
Alan Mackie
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OTAGO CONSERVATION BOARD

Box 524, Dunedin 9058 Tel: (03) 474 5644 Email: ahooper@doc.govi.nz

Our ref: SBC-08-34

15 October 2012

LINZ - Crown Property and Investment
Private Bag 4721
CHRISTCHURCH 8140 (via email 1o: Pastoral&tenurereview(@linz.govt.nz )

Dear Sirs
Review under Crown Pastoral Land Act: Omarama Station Pastoral Lease (Po 369)

The Otago Conservation Board appreciates this opportunity to comment on the
Preliminary Proposal for the review of Omarama Pastoral Lease.

The Otago Conservation Board (OCB) is appointed by the Minister of Conservation to
represent the wider Otago community in advocating for the protection of biodiversity,
recreational opportunities and the conservation of natural and historic resources
throughout Otago. The Board takes a strong interest in tenure review and makes
submissions on all proposals in the Otago arca.

Although Omarama $tation is, in an administrative sense, part of the Canterbury region, it
has particular relevance 1o the Otago Conservation Board for two important reasons:

1 Geographically, it is on the northern slopes of the Oteake Conservation Park, and
the higher altitude part of the lease would be a logical addition to the park as well as
providing secure access 1o the park from North Otago/South Canterbury;

2 The proposal in its current form represents a major departure¢ from previous
approaches o tenure review and could entail significant losses to the public in general.

The current management of the station has been relatively light in its impact on the land
and it is tempting to take this into consideration, but we must remember that
circumstances can change and both leasehold and frechold land does, on occasions,
change hands. Tor this reason, it is crucial that this tenure review must be future-proofed
to ensure that conservation values and public rights of access are preserved, not just for
the next 10 years or so, but for all future generations.

In this process of converting Crown land to private hands, the public has the right and

expectation that their needs will be met, that sites of inherent value will be adequately
protected, and that the land will be managed in an ecologically sustainable manner.

Background
A representative of the OCB participated in a property inspection on 19 September 2012,

as part of a joint visit with various NGO representatives, which included Emeritus
Professor Sir Alan Mark and Mr Ken Taylor, the LINZ negotiating agent. We were hosted
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and guided by the lessee, who gave the group a warm welcome and guided us over a large
part of Omarama Station.

In brief, the lowland portions of the lease consist of developed pasture with no significant
indigenous habitat values apart from the wetland vegetation mentioned later.

The hill slopes are predominantly highly modified short tussock grasslands with pockets
of indigenous scrub communities, some of which were identified as containing significant
populations of rare species such as Hebe cupressoides. Professor Mark considered these
slopes 1o be fragile and susceptible to overgrazing and erosion. The lessee reported that
the last fires here were 60 years ago, yet recovery of the short tussock appears negligible.

Higher up the hills, phasing in at around 1000 metres on Mt Cuthbert and the Ewe Range,
are narrow-leaf snow tussock (Chionochloa rigida) and the less common slim tussock (C
macra) areas which formed superb tussock grasslands at 1200-1300m and higher. These
arcas have been used for late summer grazing at relatively low densities of sheep.
However, even very low densities of sheep will have a big impact on palatable herbs such
as Celmesia and Anisotome.

The lessees stressed their history of careful management of the farm for the last two
generations of the Wardell family, which was conspicuous in the voluntary establishment
of two high-altitude QE2 Covenant areas, for which they should be heartily commended.

Objectives of Tenure Review

The Otago Conservation Board supports the objectives of tenure review as set out in the
Crown Pastoral Land (CPL) Act 1998, specifically:

e o fromote the management of tbe Crown’s bigh country in a way that is
ecologically sustainable

* o protect significant inberen! values of reviewable land by the creation of
protective measures; or preferably by restoration of the land concerned to full Croun
ownership and control

* to secure public access to and enjoyment of bigh country land

* {0 ensure that conservation outcomes for the high country are consistent with the
NZ Biodiversity Strategy.

Until now, this has been achieved by retiring most land above 900 to 1000 metres into
Conservation Areas; placement of Conservation Covenants over areas of intermediate
value or those susceptible to overgrazing and erosion; protection by way of Conservation
Areas of other lower altitude areas of high conservation value; and frecholding of areas of
sustainable farmland,

The Preliminary Proposal

The predominant feature of this preliminary proposal is the disposal, by way of freehold
title, of almost all the lease - a huge 8620 ha which is (98.2%) of the total lease. This
includes alt of the high altitude tussock grasslands, to the summit of Mt Cuthbert and the
crest of the Ewe Range, erosion-prone Class Vlle land, and communities of rare shrubs. A
mere 161 ha (1.2%) is being proposed for transfer to full Crown ownership and control.

We consider this to be a radical departure from previous tenure reviews, yel there is no
explanation or obvious reason why this should be. No evidence is presented that the
degraded mid-siopes can be sustainably farmed, or that continued grazing of the high
altitude areas is consistent with recovery of the smaller and depleted herbaceous flora.

And importantly, this change has major implications for public access and enjoyment of
the high-altitude areas as frechold ownership would preclude any wander-at-will
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possibility. This is something that the New Zealand public has e¢njoyed for generations in
our mountain parks and has come to expect as an outcome of tenure reviews, If the
Crown is going to rclinquish ownership of the preductive parts of these pastoral leases,
the public expects control and access 1o the high altitude areas in return,

As representatives of the people of Owago, appointed to work for the best outcome for
conservation and public enjoyment of our resources, it is our duty 10 oppose this proposal
in its entirety.

It is evident that the current lessees have managed Omarama Station conservatively and
the high altitude wussock grasslands are in relatively good condition. It is tempting to take
this into consideration when viewing the proposal, but the reality is that the management
record is irrelevant. What we are discussing is the future and no one knows what that
entails in terms of management. Circumstances frequently change, and nothing about the
future ownership of the lease or management of the land can be certain in private hands,
For example, Lake Hawea Station had been in the same family for a hundred years but it
was up for sale halfway through tenure review; and Wyuna Station sold immediately after
its review,

With these concerns in mind, the OCB opposes the proposal but would like to offer the
following counter-proposals which are in keeping with past reviews in Otago and which
have served well the demands of protection of biodiversity, maintenance of ¢cosystem
services (soil and water conservation), public access, and enjoyment and maintenance of
productive and viable farming operations.

Specifically, these counter-proposals are:

1. (Analogous to 2.1) Approximately 81ha to be restored to full Crown
ownership and control as a scenic reserve under Section 35(2)aXii) Crown Pastoral
Land Act 1998 and identified as SR1.

2. (Analogous to 2.2) Approximately 80ha to be restored to full Crown
ownership and control as a scientific reserve under Section 35(2XaXii) Crown
Pastoral Land Act 1998 and identified as SR2.

3. All of the proposed CC2 (Ewe Range) and including the adjoining QE 2
Covenant returned to full Crown ownership and control. Limited grazing may be
permitted, with appropriate monitoring and careful management

4. The proposed CC1 (Mt St Cuthbert), and the adjoining QE 2 Covenant, be
destocked and returned to full Crown ownership and control, above about 1100m
(as marked by 1all tussock communities). Limited grazing may be permitted, with
appropriate monitoring, for up to 10 years, to enable farm management to be adjusted.

The remaining area of the proposed CC1 which is not transferred to a formal Conservation
Arca is recommended to be held under the protective mechanism of a Sustainable
Management Covenant, with appropriate conditions and monitoring, in recognition of
its high vulnerability to degradation under pastoral management, as well as its
considerable SIVs.

5. The proposed CC3, over approximately 25ha, be returned to full Crown
ownership and control to protect significant shrubland on a rocky outcrop.
Access Proposals

The access provisions in the current proposal are by and large good. However, we would
like to see two changes:
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A The proposed route from SH83 (H to summit of Mt St Cuthbert) should follow the
obvious ridge immediately to the west of the fence line rising from SH83. Currently, it
appears on the large scale DTZ map that the proposed casement follows the fence line,
which would be a ridiculously difficult and impractical route.

B. There needs to be a new access casement from Mt St Cuthbert that connects with
the Ewe Range by crossing the watershed high-altitude saddle above Cattle Creek. This is
such an obvious and desirable route that it is difficult to understand why it wasn't
included, especially as it would have no impact on farming operations. We note that it was
included in the earlier Preliminary Proposal from May 2005,

In conclusion, the Otago Conservation Board considers that the current Preliminary
Proposal for the tenure review of the Omarama Station Po 369 fails to fulfill the
obligations, under the Crown Pastoral Land (CPL) Act 1998, of promoting the
management of the Crown's high country in a way that is ecologically sustainable, of
protecting significant inherent values, and of ensuring that conservation outcomes for the
high country are consistent with the NZ Biodiversity Strategy. There are also inadequacics
in access proposals.

Consequently, the Otago Conservation Board opposes the proposal in its current form.

Yours faithfully

Associate Professor Abigail M. Smith
Chairperson
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