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DOCDM 1507416 – OCB submission: The Wandle Tenure Review, 30 10 2014  
 

               

  OTAGO CONSERVATION BOARD  
Poari Papa Atawhai – ā-rohe ki Ōtāgo  

   Box 5244, Dunedin 9058  Tel: (03) 474 6944 Email: ahooper@doc.govt.nz  

Our ref:  SBC-08-34 
1507416 

30 October 2014     
 
 
LINZ – Crown Property and Investment 
Private Bag 4721 
CHRISTCHURCH  8140      (via email to:  pastoral&tenurereview@linz.govt.nz ) 
 
 
 
Dear Sirs 
 
Review under Part 2 Crown Pastoral Land Act: The Wandle 
 
The Otago Conservation Board (“the Board”) is appointed by the Minister of Conservation 
to represent the wider Otago community in advocating for the protection of biodiversity, 
recreational opportunities and the conservation of natural and historic resources 
throughout Otago. The Board takes a strong interest in tenure review and makes 
submissions on all proposals in Otago.  
 
As you are aware from previous submissions, the Board generally subscribes to the 
principles set out in the Crown Pastoral Land Act, in particular section 24 which favours 
Crown ownership and control over other protective mechanisms. 
 
Whilst the Board is generally supportive of The Wandle Preliminary Proposal, it also holds 
a strong view that the upper part of CC1 should be included in CA1.  The Summary of 
Preliminary Proposal specifically identifies natural vegetation and landscape features of 
value which are stated as worthy of protection within the proposed CC1.  This land has 
been inspected by former Board member Emeritus Professor Sir Alan Mark, and Sir Alan 
has confirmed the natural value of the species contained within the upper portion of CC1. 
 
The Board notes that the current preliminary proposal allows for grazing within CC1 and 
for the effects to be monitored.  It is the Board’s view that this will incur an obligation and 
cost on the Department of Conservation which could be avoided if the upper part of CC1 
was included in CA1 instead.   
 
The Board notes that the land area involved is quite small compared with the amount 
proposed to be deemed freehold.  With that in mind, the Board’s view is that the likely 
benefit able to be derived for farming purposes from the upper CC1 land is minimal.  
 
In conclusion, the Otago Conservation Board generally supports the adoption of the 
Preliminary Proposal for the tenure review of The Wandle Pastoral Lease, but strongly 
advocates for a change to include the upper part of CC1 in CA1, with the aim of 
enhancing the protection for natural values and avoiding excessive monitoring costs.  
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
Pat Garden 
Chairperson 
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Department of Botany  University of Otago 
  Te Whare Wananga o Otago 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Division of Sciences Tel:  National 03 479 7573 International 64 3 479 7573 
PO Box 56, Dunedin Fax: National 03 479 7583 International 64 3 479 7583 

NEW ZEALAND Email: amark@otago.ac.nz 
 

                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                                

Manager,                                                                                                                 November  13, 2014. 

Land Information NZ, 

Crown Property and Investment, 

Private Bag 4721, 

CHRISTCHURCH 8140. 

 

 SUBMISSION ON PROPOSED TENURE REVIEW: THE WANDLE PASTORAL LEASE 

 

Dear Sir, 

             Thank you for sending me a copy of this document and I appreciate the opportunity to 

comment on it based on my very good knowledge of the general area and this property in particular,  

having made an on-site visit in April 2012 with three other interested persons and with the kind 

permission of the lessee, Lonestar Farms manager, Mr John McLean, with whom we had a most 

helpful discussion.  

I made a submission on the ‘Preliminary Report’ following this visit. I have also had a 

long involvement with ecological research on the Rock and Pillar Range, mostly on the adjacent 

property to the south, Kinvara (previously Kilmory PL), beginning in 1966, when a water yield study 

was initiated (Mark & Rowley, 1976). This initial study at 1000 m elevation was subsequently 

extended to two higher elevation sites (1140  and 1340 m) and an additional four on the adjacent 

Lammerlaw and Lammermoor Ranges for a PhD study, the results of which (Holdsworth & Mark, 

1990), confirmed the very high water production properties of a tall, semi-natural snow tussock 

cover, significantly higher yields than from any alternative cover, even including bare soil. This 

important ecological service of a healthy snow tussock cover on the mid- to upper-elevation slopes 

of these eastern Otago mountains has now received international exposure (Mark & Dickinson, 2008) 

and is ranked as perhaps the most important ecological service of these grasslands, at least on the 

eastern Otago uplands (Mark, et al., 2013). 

Other relevant information consulted includes the Otago CMS, produced when I was Chair 

of the Otago Conservation Board (1998), the DOC Conservation Resources Report of 2005 on the 

property, the Land Use Capability Classification on the property, and also the 1983 Pastoral Lands 

Assessment Report, Rock and Pillar Range, Otago (with which I was involved). Importantly, this 

tenure review is subject to the Crown Pastoral Land Act 1998, with its many relevant conditions. 

Results of the 1983 Clayton Report implementation: Pastoral Lands Assessment of the 

Rock and Pillar Range (G. Holgate, et al., 1983), recognised, among the three options available, 

Potential Reserve lands along the crest of the range down to an elevation of ~1050m (including The 

Wandle), but also including an east-west transect across the Range involving Gladbrook and 

Homestead Runs. Below this elevation were zones classed as Multiple Use: Range Land, implying a 

mix of both pastoral and conservation values, and Public Lands.  

 

The Property. 

The Wandle Pastoral Lease occupies some 1250 ha north of centre of the south-eastern (scarp) face 

of the Rock and Pillar Range from the Strath Taieri plain at ~360m up to a boundary at ~1100m, 

established several years ago as a condition of a Run Management Plan. It is bounded to the north by 

the Taieri Lake property (which has already completed tenure review) and on the south by the 

Kinvara Pastoral Lease on the mid-lower slopes (to ~900m), and also by conservation land, part of 

the Rock and Pillar Conservation Area, above this elevation and also across its upper boundary. The 
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hill slopes of The Wandle forms an integral part of the impressive tussock grassland-tor 

landscape of the south-eastern slope of the Rock and Pillar Range, as viewed from the Strath Taieri 

Plain and surrounding areas, including SH 87.  

Above ~900-1000m the changing soil and climatic conditions are such that the upper slopes 

are classified as Land Use Capability Class VIIe, implying they have only very limited capacity for 

sustaining pastoral farming. I note that a CPL Act requirement is to “promote the management of 

reviewable land in a way that is ecologically sustainable.”  

 

The Proposal. 

I have read the report on the Preliminary Proposal for this 1250 ha property, for which it is proposed 

to restore some 348 ha (27.8%) to full Crown ownership and control, as a Conservation Area, 

subject to a Qualified Designation. This single extensive conservation area (CA1) embraces one of 

the sub-catchments within the extensive Last Creek catchment on the property’s northern boundary, 

and then extends as a corridor along the upper boundary of the property on the mid-upper slopes 

of the Rock and Pillar Range, from ~800 m up to ~1100 m, with designated conservation land 

(previously retired from The Wandle PL) on its upper boundary. As stated, this upper hill slope of 

The Wandle forms an integral part of the impressive tussock grassland-tor landscape of the 

south-eastern slope of the Rock and Pillar Range, as viewed from the Strath Taieri Plain and 

surrounding areas, including SH 87.  

The proposal would provide a valuable altitudinal corridor from the PL’s lower elevation 

limit to the crest of the Rock and Pillar Range, but it would be of significantly greater ecological 

value if it was to include the adjoining southern branch of the Last Creek catchment, since this 

provided a much more natural unit, as it would then contain most of the remnant mixed 

broadleaved forest and associated shrubland shrubland, which are both acknowledged as rare 

in this Rock & Pillar Ecological District. My strong recommendation, therefore, is to include the 

upper section of the proposed Conservation Area 1 (CC1), plus all of the southern segment of 

the Last Creek catchment in the CC1 area, to provide a natural (and much more satisfactory, 

ecologically, long-term from a management perspective. Much of this boundary is already fenced 

(southern boundary of the proposed CA1). In addition, some 1 km of (the total proposed 3.5 km) new 

fencing proposed for the upper section of the boundary between CA1 and CC1 (which could be both 

a difficult and expensive exercise (having to cross a main catchment of Last Creek) would be 

unnecessary. The other new section of fencing proposed (for the northern lower boundary of the 

CA1 area) (shown as “A-B” on the map), is acceptable and predictably be relatively straightforward.  

The upper section of the proposed CC1 is of such ecologicalvalue that it should have all 

stock grazing excluded; certainly cattle grazing should not be entertained if it is to remain as a 

Conservation Covenant and the no-grazing option would be achieved with a CA designation, 

which is strongly recommended.  If my  recommendation is accepted, importantly, the existing 

4WD track (shown in orange on the map) would remain entirely within the proposed freehold area 

but hopefully would be made available for public access, and not solely for conservation 

management, as currentlty proposed. This is my strong recommendation as any alternative public 

access in this area, as via the bed of Last Creek would be quite unsatisfactory for most interested 

visitors.   

As to the Qualified Designation: an easement concession to provide access from Star 

Holdings Ltd for the right to convey water over a short section of  land marked “g-h” withinin the 

proposed CA1, there is no objection and this is recommended. 

 

My recommedation for a somewhat extended Conservation Area CA1, to that in the proposal 

was described comprehensively in my earlier (2012) ‘preliminary report’, which I repeat for 

reinforcement here, including the relavant images taken on that inspection (Figs. 1- 8 below): 

“The catchment of Last Creek, which forms the northern boundary of the property, contains a most 

impressive mix of indigenous communities above the change of slope at ~400m where Last Creek 

emerges from its gorge. Here there is the remains of an historic stone building with impressive 

intact walls and a dense cover of scrambling native pohuehue (Muehlenbeckia australis) across the 
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otherwise, apparently collapsed roof (Fig. 1). According to the property manager, Mr McLean, this 

was the boundary rider’s cottage, close to the boundary between the original Gladbrook and Taieri 

Lake Runs. As such, it has considerable historical value, either in its present state, or appropriately 

restored. Surprisingly it doesn’t feature in any of the reports on the area. However, this building 

justifies formal recognition, particularly if it is to be within land to be freeholded. I therefore 

recommend this be achieved with a Covenant with conditions which would ensure both its 

recognition and protection. 

The lower, mostly gorged section of Last Creek catchment, up to ~600m, contains a most 

impressive, closed-canopy native forest-woodland (Figs. 2 – 4), of mostly of broadleaf (Griselinia 

littoralis) trees, but with scattered marble leaf (Carpodetus serratus) and kowhai (Sophora 

microphylla), and numerous tall shrubs of matagouri (Discaria toumatou), Coprosma propinqua, C. 

rugosa, Hebe salicifolia, Carmichaelia petriei, with scattered climbing fuchsia (F. perscandens, 

ranked as Nationally Uncommon), Muhlenbeckia australis, Parsonsia ?heterophylla, and Rubus 

cissoides. The C.R. Report also lists several other species: Pittosporum tenuifolium, Pseudopanax 

colensoi, Melicope simplex, Coprosma ciliata and Corokia cotoneasta, none of which were seen on 

our visit. Isolated small trees of broadleaf are common as outliers well above the main stands of 

woodland (Fig. 4), indicating the potential of a much more extensive woodland on these low-mid 

altitude slopes. Exotic woody weed species are virtually absent in this woodland, only one elderberry 

tree and one gorse bush were seen.  

Another most impressive feature of the lower slopes of this catchment is the extensive stands of 

excellent condition narrow-leaved snow tussock (Chionochloa rigida) grassland on the south-aspect 

slopes, down to the edge of the woodland (Figs 2 – 4), and descending as low as 430m (Fig. 2), 

almost to the developed farmland. Scattered tussocks of toetoe (Cortaderia toetoe) are prominent 

among the snow tussocks here and elsewhere.  

The near-continuous snow tussock grassland cover also extends above the woodland in the 

mid-upper catchment of Last Creek (Fig3), to provide the dominant cover with scattered shrubs of 

Dracophyllum, Hebe and Ozothamnus in the subalpine and low-alpine zones Figs. 3, 5, 6a, 6b).  

The diverse indigenous cover in the Last Creek catchment clearly justifies recognition and 

appropriate protection as probably the least disturbed, mid-lower catchment, indigenous vegetation 

on the south-eastern face of the Rock and Pillar Range. An obvious boundary for a protected area on 

the southern side would be the 4WD access track (Fig. 4) and, towards its upper extent, the fenceline 

which it crosses, to the upper limit of this block where the 4WD track ends at 890m.. Here it adjoins 

the deer-proof fence which runs southward along the ~900m contour as far as the Kinvara property 

boundary (Fig.7). This access track would provide a fenceable boundary, but an alternative would be 

the existing fence which runs somewhat to the south of the 4WD track (Fig. 4). This alternative, 

however, would have implications for available grazing since: 1) the track would be within a 

protected area, and 2) it would be desirable to remove stock grazing from at least that part of the Last 

Creek catchment below the track and transfer it to a conservation area so as to allow the full 

potential of the indigenous plant cover to be realised. A poorer alternative would be a fenced formal 

covenant with light grazing of sheep only, without prescribed burning. 

The narrow-leaved snow tussock grassland across the upper slopes of the property between 

the deer-proof fence at ~800m and the property’s upper boundary at ~1100m is in excellent 

condition (as stated in the C.R. Report) and apparently has been unburnt and ungrazed for some time. 

According to the farm manager, Mr McLean, there are no plans to graze this area in the foreseeable 

future as it is considered unsuitable for the current farming programme. Indeed, their intention would 

be to relinquish the grazing rights and create a formally protected area. This being the case, I would 

strongly recommend that the lease on this ~300ha area, currently in five fenced blocks, be 

relinquished and returned to full Crown ownership and control as conservation land. Not only would 

this allow the lower boundary of the conservation area on this part of the Range to coincide with the 

existing lower boundary to the south, above the Kinvara property, but it would also provide a very 

important water supply area for the many uses (irrigation and other) now being sought 

downstream. Results from our water yield studies at a similar elevation on the adjoining Kinvara 

property, would indicate that mean annual yields of 61-63% of the mean annual precipitation of 
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1260-1500mm could be expected from the existing snow tussock cover, which is significantly more 

than would be yielded from any alternative cover: recently burned or heavily grazed snow tussock, 

blue tussock (Poa colensoi), or even bare soil (Holdsworth & Mark 1990; Mark & Dickinson 2008). 

I was impressed with the relatively minor role of exotic weed species on the areas inspected, a 

value also noted in the CR Report.”  

 

Freehold Disposal 

As to the area proposed for Freehold disposal (~926 ha), subject to protective mechanisms and a 

qualified designation, I strongly object to the upper part of the proposed CC1 being freeholded 

even with the proposed conditions, for reasons clearly outlined above (to which I refer the reader and 

will not repeat). The lower portion of the proposed CC1 (below where the 4WD track contacts the 

border of the proposed CA1) would be acceptable as a smaller CC1, with the proposed section of 

new fence along the boubdary with the CA1 area, as shown on the map, and containing the lower part 

of the existing zig-zaging 4WD track.  

The easements shown for conservation management only, should all be available for 

public walking and mountain bike access, particularly the “a-c-e” and “d-f”sections, which are 

both likely to be of importance for future public access, the “c-e” section in particular for accessing 

various mid-reaches of Last Creek, as well as the boundary of the CA1 mid way across the property 

and close to several impressive schist tors). As to the proposed continuation in force of the existing 

right to convey water along the line in the area proposed for freeholding, marked “i-j” on the plan, 

I have no objection and so this is recommended. A Landscape Covenant across the lower-mid 

slopes of the property on the areas to be freeholded is strongly recommended to safeguard against 

any future planting of exotic trees or erection of buildings anywhere on this iconic mountain 

landscape. 

 

Conclusions. 

Tenure review of The Wandle P. L. provides an important opportunity to further the 

implementation of the Otago Conservation Management Strategy, and acceptance and 

implementation of the recommendations contained in this report would clearly be consistent with 

advancing the purpose of the Otago CMS. . Importantly, the CA1 area, when formalised, should be 

given a higher status than ‘stewardship land’ because of the now acknowledged inferior status 

(and potential vulnerability) of such a designation as emphasised in a recent report by the 

Parliamentary Commissioner for the Environment.  

I trust that this report will be given serious consideration in planning for the tenure review of 

The Wandle Pastoral Lease. 

 

Yours sincerely,    

 

                                Alan F. Mark. FRSNZ  KNZM. Emeritus  Professor.             
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Figure 1. View up Last Creek showing the historic boundary-rider’s stone cottage at ~400m just beyond 

the mouth of lower gorge. Although the walls are intact there is a dense cover of climbing Pohuehue 

(Muehlenbeckia australis) over the collapsed roof.  AFM photo. April, 2012 

  

 
 
Figure 2. Lower reaches of the Last Creek catchment, viewed from the 4WD track at ~550m, showing 

broadleaf-dominated forest in the gully and extending up the slope in the foreground with mixed 

shrubland and snow tussock on the north-aspect slope (left) and snow tussock dominating the south 

slope(right), with occasional outliers of small broadleaf. Trees with pale canopies in the gully are mostly 

marble leaf.  AFM photo. April, 2012. 
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Figure 3. View up the mid reaches of Last Creek catchment showing the upper limit of the main forest 

(mostly broadleaf) stand at ~600m, with mixed shrub-snow tussock beyond, grading into pure snow 

tussock grassland in excellent condition on the upper slopes. The CC1 proposed for the left hand portion 

is unacceptable: it is of equal ecological importance to that on the right (proposed CA1) and should be 

similarly designated.  AFM photo. April, 2012. 

 

 

 
 
Figure 4. View down Last Creek from ~580m showing the mixed shrub-tussock above the valley 

woodland, with scattered outliers of broadleaf trees (centre), extending almost to the 4WD track (right). 

Silver tussock (Poa cita) dominates the drier sunny slope in the foreground. A fence to protect this area 

of native plant communities (recommended as an extension to the CA1) could be readily erected on the 

lower side of the track, and this is also strongly recommended. Also, a public walking access easement 

up this track, in addition to access for conservation management purposes only, as is proposed, would be 

most desirable and is strongly recommended.  AFM photo. April, 2012. 

RELEASED UNDER THE OFFICIAL INFORMATION ACT



 7 

 
 

 
Figure 5. View north across the mid-upper reaches of the Last Creek catchment from the 4WD track at 

~650m, showing the generally dense and healthy cover of narrow-leaved snow tussock throughout the 

subalpine and low-alpine grassland here.  AFM photo. April, 2012. 

 

 
 
Figures 6a (above) and b (below). Two views of upper Last Creek from the 4WD track at ~900m, 

showing dense narrow-leaved snow tussock low-alpine grassland in excellent condition throughout (and 

ideally suited to providing the important ecological service of maximising water yield: Holdsworth & 

Mark 1990, Mark & Dickinson 2008; 2013), and the impressive tor-studded, tussockland landscape, 

typical of the property and the iconic upper eastern slopes of the Rock and Pillar Range.  AFM photo. 

April, 2012. 
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Figure 7. View southwest along the upper slopes of The Wandle from near the end of the 4WD track at 

890m, showing the deer-proof fence (right) running along the contour (to the property boundary with 

the Kinvara Run in the left distance) and the excellent condition narrow-leaved snow tussock low-alpine 

grassland on both sides of the fence and generally along this generally iconic slope. This generation has 

an important responsibility to ensure the sustainable management and protection of this valuable 

natural resource for the benefit, appreciation and enjoyment of future generations.  AFM photo. April, 

2012. 
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