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DOC CONSERVATION RESOURCES REPORT
“CAMDEN” CROWN PASTORAL LEASE

PART 1: INTRODUCTION

Camden occuples 7 B74 hectares of land in intand Marborough, running from the Awaters
River to ths upper slopes of Mount Tapuae-o-Uenuku and the adjacont summits of the
Inland Kaikoura Range .- This is the heart of the Marborough High Country, with rugged hilis
and mountains stretching away into the distance in all directions.

Tha wastern boundary of the property rune alongside the Hodder River for its full length
from the alpine pass under Mitre Peak to its confluenca with the Awatere River. The north-
wast boundary rung along the south bank of the Awaters to the northem end of the ridge
boetwean the isis Stream and the McRas River. The boundary then runs south along the
crest of this ridge, over the summit of Mt McRae, and continues along the ridge over Mt
Camden and the Bridge to the base of the final steep ascent to the Crows Nest. From here
t is an arbitrary zig-zag line culting across the upper slopss of the Tapuae-o-Usnuku
massif, around into the hoadwaters of the Hodder Rlvar. The southem boundary, crossing
the upper slopes of Tapuae-o-Usnuku, was drawn to astablish a scenic resarve that would
bring the maln pesaks of the range into public ownership. The rest of the southem and
esastern boundary follows ridgelines, while the northem and westarn boundaries follow the
nparian margins of the Awatere River and Hodder River.

Thara are marginal strips baside the Shin River and Cam River and a lsgal road beside the
Isls Stream. Much of the public Awatere Valley Road runs on road resarve through the
northem fringe of the property. This road mainly sarves the farmms of the valley, but in recent
yaars it has been used for approximately 6 weaks over Xmas/New Year as & tourist route
from Blanhatm to Hanmer via Molesworth Station_

Adjoining land tenure is as follows: (see Topo/Cadastral Map)

* To the north-wast across the Awatere River is freshold.

= To the west of the lowar Hodder is freehold and west of the mid and upper Hodder Rivor
is pastoral occupation license.

= To tha sast of the northem half of the eastem boundary Is Awapln pastoral loase, while
along the southem half a block of public conservation land occuples the eastern slopes
of Mt Camden (The Mead Consarvation Aroa).

= Tha southem boundary, which roughly follows the ridgeline of The Bridge, adjoins
freahoid in the Clarence Valley.

e The aipina peaks and upper slopes of Tapuae-oc-Uenuku, Alarm, Pinnacle and Crows
Nest are Scenic Resarve.

The Camden pastoral lsase straddles the boundary of two ecological districte (and two
ecological reglons)- the Tapuae-O-Uenuku Ecological District (within tha Clarencs
Ecological Reglon) and the Medway Ecological District (within the Inland Marborough
Ecological Reglon) (McEwan 1987). Both ecological regions encompass areas of Meaosolc
greywacke mountaine bt the Clarence Ecological Region defines an area with a high
mountain and continental-type climate, whereas the intand Madborough Ecological Raglon
defines an area with lowar mountalns and an inland-montane climate of dry summers and
cool dry winters. Camden lles in a transition arsa batween these two ecological ragions
{ord distnicis} and supports plant communities and animals representativa of both districts.

Existing protected areas within thase two ecological districts that are close to Camden, ara:
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Maad Conservation Area (2428 ha );
Isolated Hill Scanic Regerve (2160 ha).
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21  Landscape
General landscape characier.

The property contains a wide range of landscape types. They include the Awatere river
flats, the distinctlve polnted tors that rise from them, the opean valiey of the Isis Stream, the
incised course of the Hoddar, tha ceantral complex of steap hilis, the broad massif of Mount
Camden, and the high alpine valleys under the psaks of Tapuae-o-Uanuku. Even the “le” of
the land is complex. While the valleys give a general north-south atructure to the land, thay
are crossad by what appear to ba complex pattems of faulting and bedding, which run
gaenerally south-west to north-east. In addition, southem pars of the property show the
influence of past glaciation.

In contrast to the wide variety of landforms, the vegetation covar appears much more
uniform. Pasture predominates on all but the steapest, rockiest and highest slopes, glving
the property the clear character of a hill country farm. Short tussock, bracken, matagour,
tauhinu and shrubby coprosmas are widespread amongst the pasture, as are heiracium and
awest brier.  Dryneas is a predominant thems, Indicated by bare soil, thomy and drought
tolerant shrubs, and the general colour of the hills. The northem parts of the farm, nearer to
the Awatere Rivar, appear lusher than those further south, with healthier short tussock, and
stands of kanuka. This may be due to varations In the farming regime.

Landscape visibllity:

The pesaks and upper slopas are the focus of views from much of the Awatera Valley and
from considerably further afisld. Tapuaeo-Usehuku stands out, isolatsd from the main
ranges of tha Southem Alps. Consaquantly it has considerable significance sven whan hard
to pick out In the most diatant views as from the Waellington coast, or from the mountains of
Kahurangi National Park.

Similarly, it is the focus for views from commercial airiners and private asroplanes flying
between the North and South Islands.

Faaple are able to look over the property in views from the air, from the summit of Crows
Nest and from many other high pointe around the Awatere Valley, such as Mire, Mt
Gladstons, Farny Gair and Altimarioch.

From the other peaks of Tapuae- o Usnuku much of the property is obscured by Crows
Nast.

Walkers in the Hodder Valley see only those hilisides surraunding them, and travellers on
thes Awatere Valisy Road see the northemn fiats, the first line of hillg that rise from theam, and
more distant views of Mount Camden and the higher slopes under the main peaks.
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For the purposes of this raport the landscape of the run has been subdivided into 34 units.

This report then puts them into four groups: the front country, the middle country, under the
mountain and the mountain country.

Tha front country (Units 1 to 11):

Units 1to 3

Thasa are tha rivar flats, terraces and gentle toaslopes alongside the Awatere River. Each
of the units is on two lavels, with a floodplain, a tarrace edge and an upper area. [n each
the upper area is flat enough t0 accommodate an airstrip and is crossed by the Awatere
Vallay Road. The vegetation in all the units is predominantly exotic pasture.

in Unit 1 the upper level has
the homestead and associated
farm buildings, in a setting of
tall exolic trees and exolic
pasture, and i3 crossad by the
Awatere Valley Road about 400
metres asl.

« Natural features Include terrace and terrace edge landforms and wetland areas
» In this highly modified unit, idigenous vegetation is an insignificant landscape element

» The homastead, woolshed and airstrip together are a cultural feature, but of limited
visual significance

In Unit 2 the upper level nuns back into
the hills alongside the Cam River and
Dinner Stream about 480 metres asl. It
includes bhuildings servicing the top
dressing strip, deciduous trees and a
couple of pine shelterbellts, and is
crossed by the Awatere Valley Road.

« Natural features include terrace and terrace edge landforms and wetiand areas
« In this highly modified unit, indigenous vegetation is an insignificant landscape element

Unlt 3 includes a high terrace about 500
metras asl, with a scarp dropping down to
the Hodder River, and two lower terraces
to its noith. It 15 predominantly in exotic
pastura. The Awatere Valley Road and
the power line cross the unit.
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= A simple, open high terrace with scarp on Hodder side and lower terrace edges to noith.
Features include terrace and terrace edge landforms

= In this highly modified unit, indigenous vegeatation is significant landscape alemant anly
on the Hodder scarp

+« The Hodder scarp is a part of tha entry experience for those setting off to ascend
Tapuaso-Uanuku

Units 4 to 6

Thesa units comprise some of the gentlest araas of hill country on the property, but evan
here many of the slopes are steap. They appear well grazed and fertile, parhaps due to
recent lop-drassing. While exolic pasture pradominates, thare is also a good distribution of
indigenous shrubs and grasses, espacially on the shadier slopes and along drainage linas,
as well as a few patches of horehound and gorse. Two overhead power lines, one on poles
and the other on pylons cross the unilts.

Unit 4 is distinguished from the
adjacent and similar Unit 5 by the
lower halght of the hills, up to 600
metres asl, and the gentler overall
slope of the land, much of which is the
generally north-west facing toeslopes
of Umit 5. Thare is some indiganous
vegetation on shady slopes and along
drainage lines. The overhead power
line crosseas it on pylons.

+ An interasting "knobbly” landform
« Pattarns of nativa vagatation on slopes and along drainage lines

Unit & is a complex pattem of steep but relatively low
hills, nsing to peointy summits arcund 700 metres asl and
hanca highar than those of Unit 4, with a complex
pattern of low saddlas and drainage lines munning
amongst them. There is a peppearing of indigenous
vegetation, mainly on shady slopes and along drainage
lines. There are a few patches of horehound and gorse.
The overhead power lines cross it on pylons.

« Aninterasting "knobbly” landform

« Pattarns of native vagetation on stopes and along drainage lines

+« The distinctive landforms are a particular faature of tha Awatere Valley

* The knobs are a notable feature in the experence of dnving along the Awatere Valley
Road

Unit 6 — no photograph taken

This unit forms the entrance to the property tor visitors driving up the Awatere Valley Road
and the backdrop to the homestead. It contains several scenic features, derived largely
from the combination of the three lines of rock outcrops which cross the unit, the two
steams which cut through them and the pattemns of indigenous trees and shrubs associated
with them. The mix of exotic pasture, shont tussock and regenerating indigencus trees and
shrubs adds to the scenic attraction. The most appealing areas are around the waterways
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and lower slopes of the unit. Thase are located convanient to the public road and some are
visible from the road, which runs through the unit.

« The distinctive landforms, rocky tars and ciiffs, and Isis waterfall.

+ Tha pattams o! native vegetation, Including mixed broadleaf shrubs and trees on
staaper siopas and cliffs and stands of kanuka

» Culturally valued scenic and aasthetic atinbutes —the visual sequence along the
Awatere Valley Road, and gateways to the back country of the upper valleys

« Araa which makes a spacial contnbution to the overall quality of significant values -Tors,
cliffs ang gorge featuras along the streams, with associated vegetation

Units Tto 9

These units comprise more clearly defined ndge/sideslope/valley systems in the front
country.

Unit 7 is the north face overocking the Awatere
River and the Awatere Valley Road at the end of
the range which forms the eastemn boundary of the
property. lt is a long, uniform slope predominantly
covered in pasture.

Unit 8 is the lower reachas of the Isis Stream. A valley of great repose, this has a gentle
fioor and sideslopes and its form croates enticing views both up and down the valley. The
landform is complemented by tha pattems of indigenous regeneration arcund the
streambed and on the lower slopas.

« An appealing comblnaticn of gentle valley floor and enclosing hillsides, with a well
ordared progression up the valley

* Visually attractive groupings of native broadleaf trees and shrubs, including scatterad
kanuka, further articulata the landform '

* Anintegral part of the high quality agsthetic experience of the Shin Valley

= Combination of landform and vegetation at the bottom of the valley (north and of lhe
unit}
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Unit 3 has similanties to Unit 8, but it is not quite so sublime, due to
the wider rivarbed, the steapar sideslopes and the less subtle patten
of vagatation.

« A asimple, stnictured landform sequence with a cleary articulated valley floor
= Some patterns of kanuka, mostly on the westem faces

+« A reprasantative high country landscape leading towards the back country

+ Closaly associated with the axpearience of the lower Cam in Unit 6

The middle country {(Units 10 to 20):

Units 10 to 13

As one maves south both the watercoursas and the ridgas ara highar, whila the vagetation
pattems become less lush and simpler. The ubiquitous dry pasture peppared with short
tussock is broken by scattered patches and, in places, mare extensive areas of matagouri,
tauhine and bracken.

Unit 10 contains the forks of the upper lsis
Straam. This unit is a wide basin running
across the line of the valley, and has low
saddles to the adjacent Cam and McRaa ™
valleys. The mixed regeneration of the lower
valley is largely replaced by the simpler,
grayer and less visually appealing pattems of
brackean, matagouri and tauhinu.

= An appealing combination of gantla vallay floors and anclosing hillsidas, running across
the grain of the valley
» Limited range of indigenous shrubs, which are largely restricted to shady faces.

» Tha transversa natura of the unit and the low side saddles mark the transition between
the lower and upper Shin

= The entire unit is part of the attractive Shin valley saguance

Unit 11 is a westward continuatlon of the transverse basin of Unit 10. The patterns of the
geclogical strata are pardicularly noticeable, and appear to be the cause of the gentle
transversa side-slopas and the low saddies. However, the mixed rageneration of the lower
valley 15 largely replaced by less visually appealing patterns of bracken, matagour and
tauhinu.

= Distinctive bedding planes revealed in landform which has raesulled in broad side valleys
radiating from the main Cam valley and a steeper section of riverbed
« |{imited range of indigenous shrubs, in comparison to the lower vallay
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» The transvarse nature of the unit and the low side saddles mark the transition between
the lower and uppar Cam

+« Tha transvarse nature of the unit and the Tow side saddles mark the transition betwean
the lower and uppar Cam

Linit 12. This unit continuas the landscape
sequence of the Shin valley, but it Is the
most rugged section, including the dramatic
feature of a rocky spur, nverside bluff and
steep higher slopes with assoclatad native
tree and shrub cover.

47T

« Cwverall, areprasentative and intermediate valley landscape.

» Patterns of vegetation around the nver and on rocky and shady faces

= Anintegral part of the high quality aesthetic experience of the Shin Valley

« Dramatic riverside bluff, rocky spur and steep higher slopes with associated native tree
and shrub cover.

Unlt 13 An opan, gentle valley,
simllar to the lower Isis. The
landforms make a pleasant
landscape structure, but the
vagetation is largely exotic
grassas with scattered silver
tussock and palches of
heiracium.

= A pleasant, gentle, pastoral upper valley
= Limitad areas of visually significant native vegetation
+ A pleasant but undistinguished side vallay in the Shin

Unlts 14 to 20

Théa character of these hills and valieys falls between ilhe relative lushness and easy
contour of the front country and the craggy nature of the mountain country. The ridges and
spurs are geanearally rounded and are givan interest by scattered rock outcrops. The
vegetation cover is pradominantly dry pasture peppered with short tussock, but is broken by
scattered patches and more extensive areas of matagouri, tauhinu and bracken, especially
on steeper, shadier and lower slopas. The overall landscape has the character of
extensively grazed pasture. In places tha streams are tumed by rocky bluffs and run
through namrow gorges.
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The ndges of Unlt 14 rise to around 1100 metres as! and they, and their sidespurs, are
mostly rounded, with scattered rocky bluffs. The undistinguished Cam musterers’ hut is by
the riverbed at the southem corner of this unit. It contains the visually intiguing feature of a
tight maandar in a steaply falling sactlon of the Cam nverbed, forming a narmow promontory.

« Rugged hillslopes

+ Limited range of visually sigrificant native vegetation

= Broken landforms and grazed character fimit the aesthatic appeal

« Distinctive meander in the steeply falling riverbed, with associated rivarside bluffs and
vagetation

Unit 15 As with Unlt 14, this is a ruggead set of rmiddle-
sizad hills rising to nearly 1000 metras asl, mostly clad in
extensively grazed pasture. However, it has no special
features to distinguish it. It contains an undistinguished
musterers’ hut.

» Rugged hillslopas and incised rivarbads

« Limited areas of visually significant native
veqgetation, mainly alongside the Shin and Hodder nivers

« Broken landforms and grazad character limit the assthetic appeal

» Bluffs and cliffs beslde the Shin

Unit 16 appears to gain its landform from a slanting bedding plang, parhaps associated with
that which influences Unit 11. Tha gentle slopes are mainly covered in extensively grazed
pasture, with a few areas of dense matagouri. It has the undistinguished character of hilt
country pastoral farmland but contains a dramatic cliff feature beside the bad of the
Shin.

« Hill country pastoral farmland

« Patches of matagoun

« Significant clff beside the
Shin

- -
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Unit 17 is tucked in behind and above Unit 16,
rising to 1400 metras asl. It is similar in slope
and orientation, and it also has a predominant
cover of extensive pasture, but it is rather more
rugged, with rock outecrops and gullies, and
greater areas of matagouni.

* Rugged Hillslopes
+  Extensive paicheas of matagouri

Unit 18 gqains its atiractions largely from |ts
association with Units 25 and 27 — taken on its own
it has much the same characteristics as Units 14,
165 17 and 19. However its summits (rising to
15000 metres asl) are higher and hence more
alpine than in some of those similar units, and also
its base i3 higher (from 800 metres asl), lessening
tha visual impact of the side slopas,

» It is an intagral part of the landscape encompassing the neighbouring Mt Camden
(1,882 metras asl) and the upper Cam basin, but the unit itseif has more in common with
Units 14, 15, 17 and 19

« Together with adjacent units 25 and 27 this forms a scenically appealing hidden vallay

* A number of rocky tors add some interest to the landscape

Unit 19. This large, rugged hill stands isolatad at the
northern end of Tongue Spur, being almost surrounded
by the incised courses of the Hodder and Shin rivers.
The vegetation is predominantly extensively grazed
pasture, with areas of matagoun, tauhinu and bracken,
but the steep spurs and biuffs close to the Hodder
River have a more varied range of woody native
vagetation.

» Rugged hilislopes and incised riverbeds

» Limited areas of visually significant native vegetation, mainly on the lower and mid
slopes above the Hodder and alongside the Shin

= Bluffs and cliffs beside the Hodder, the significance of which is boosted by this being
tha route to Tapuse-o-Uenuku

Unit 20 lies on the lower slopes of Tongue Spur. While being  (fe
vary much a part of the spur, its character is closer to that of A4

Unit 16 than to the character of the rest of the spur. The
ralativaly gentle upper slopes are dominated by pastoral
vegetation, while matagouri is the main cover of the slightly
steaper lower slopes and of the Hodder valley flats at their
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» Hill country pastoral farmland, less rugged than surounding hills
» Exotic pasture and matagouri provide the character of the vegetation

Under the mountaln (Units 21 and 22):

These occupy the zone of transition between the rugged hills of the central country and the
true alpine scenery of the mountain country. Present hare are whal appears to be an
eroded terminal moraine across the Shin near the lowest comer of unit 21, and the Tongue.
Spur buttressing the northern face of the mountain. Together these forms reinforce the
impression that south from here the landscape has mora in common with the high
mountains than the middle hills. However, once again, the predominant vegetation
character is extensive pasture, with only patches of remnant woody native vegetation
around the watercourses, and the form of the spurs and sideslopes is in most places very
similar to that of units 14 {0 20

The altitude of Unit 21 spans between 700 and 1750 metres asl. The upper slopes of its
eastern faceas and the easier parts of its Tongue Spur faces are similar in character to Units
14,15,17 and 19, but the streams and their adjacent slopas, and the steeper slopes on
Tongue Spur have a distinct mountain charactar.

‘ £ R i e N L

« Daeply cut, wandering waterways and a varied landformm which includes steep rock
ndges, slips and scree slopes

« While mixed pasture dominates the vegetation character over much of the unit, there
are gignificant areas of native vegetation, rock, scree and slips, and snow in winter

= This upper parts of unil visually buttress the northem side of the Tapuae-o-Uenuku
massif in both close-up and distant views

= Eroded terminal maraine signals the transition to the high mountains

Unlt 22 links the upper slopes of the south end of
Mt Camden to the tortuous course of the Shin. It is
similar in landform and vegetation character to the
eastemn slopes of Unit 21.

= Rugged hillslopas and incisad rivarbads falling from Mt Camden
*« Vagetation is pradominantly pastoral, with alpine influence at higher altitudes

* Daspite its location, the grﬂﬁﬁﬁfé%cﬁe[lm? ch_F H?Eesthetic appeal of much of the umt
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« Higher parts of the unit form an integral part of the slopes of Mt Camden

The mountaln country (Unlts 23 to 34):

Upper Shin (Unjts 23 to 24}

The rugged nature of these units with their dramatic bluffs, incised streams, ragged ridges,
slips and scree faces, demaonstrate the forces of uplift and erosion at play in this, the most
geologically dynamic part of the South Island.

Unit 23 falls steeply from the 2448 metras high summit of
Crows Nast to the Shin 800 metras below. It includes the full
drama of mountain scenary. The top one sixth of the unit is in
the scenic reserve, the rast, below 2100 metres asl, being
within the Camden property.

* This unit is the main part of the northern side of the Tapuae-
o-Uanuku massif in both close-up and distant views

« High proportion of snow, bare rock, slip and scree slopes

s« A prominent face of the Tapuae-o-Uenuku massif

* Upper slopes are visible as part of the mountain in distanl views from the top of the
South Island and from the North Island

Unit 24 is effactivaly the back wall - .
of the property. While even here '
the wvegetation is modified, the
extant of ground surface frae of
visible vegetation emphasises the
unit's natural, indigenous character.
The deaply incised tributanes of the
Shin wind through tha basa of the
slopes

» The rocky spurs, slips, high altitude scree slopas and gargey craaks combine to croate
an avarall wildemess character

« Vagetation remnants, both woody on lower bluffs and shady faces and alpine at higher
altitudes

= Part of the main divide of the haart of the Inland Kaikoura Ranga

» The rdgeline linking the peaks of the range forms a sharp watershed betwesn the
Awatare and Clarenca valleys

Mounts Camden and McRae (Units 25 to 28):

The classic mountain landforms of thesa units would be imprassive anywhare in New
Zealand, even when dwarfed, as here, by the nearby bulk and elevation of Tapuae-o-
Usnuku. However, the predominant vegetation cover on all bul the highest altitudes
projects a strongly pastoral character, so reducing their intrfinsic value as mountain
wilderness.
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Unit 25 is the core of a Shangn-la landscape, a
gentle valley nestled below the 1882 metres asl
summit of Mt Camden, above where the nver
descends through the steeper landscapes of Unit
14. The landscape potential of this unit and its
setting is compromised by the plain cover of
axtansive pasture on the easier slopes, with the
mixad vagetation along the watercourses being
tucked out of general view.

+ Gentlte spurs of a high valley head ‘ :

+ Exolic pasture with scattered short tussock provide the predominant character of the
vegetation

+ The Hidden valley character

« Patterns of woody vagetation along the watarcouraes

Unit 28 is the north-facing buttress of Mt
Camden. Its dry slopes are relatively gentle,
especially at lower altitude, and are largely
covarad in axtensive pasture.

« The prominent northem buttress of Mt
Camden

» Exotic paasture and short tussock provide tha character of the vegetation

= Anintagral and prominent face of Mt Camden

» The preminence of the upper slopes

Unit 27 covers the summit and R NS Al
upper north-west facing slopes of ‘ " T
the Mt Camden ridga, reaching
2022 metres agl. While dwarfad
by Tapuae-o-Uenuku, this is a
high peak, higher than Mount
Tordesse in Canterbury and all of
the mountainge of North-west

»

Nelaon. Thﬁ;sé caggy, ﬁhir{gly upper slobes hava a high degree of natﬂreﬁ ciﬁaractar.
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+ The ndge and upper slopes of an alpine mountain

« Rock bluffs, screa slopes, patches of nativa alpine vagetaion

« A significant paak marklng the wastarnmost end of the alpine part of the range which is
visible from afar

Unit 28 is the westamn slopes of 1438 metres high Mt McRae, a delightful mountain that
provides the focus for the head of the Isis valley. As throughout the property, the
veqetation is largely pastoral in character, although there is more of an indigenous alping
character amongst the bluffs around the summit.

A fina example of a pastoral high country mountain
Soma indigenous character around the summit

The unit is the focus for appealing views up the Isis valley
Summit and crags of the upper slopes

*

Alpine Hodder (Units 29 to 32):
These units are truly alpine, wath all the natural grandeur asscciated with true alpine
scenery.

Unit 29 nises steeply from the narmow gorges of the Hodder River to
the Tongue Spur ridgeline. For those walking up the Hodder entering . .
this unit marks where they leave the easy country and enter the . | o B , *
alpine wildemess.,  Significant areas of sub-alpine vegetation JEEEpe. o s
rainforce this imprassion.

« Dramatic subalpine scenery

« Extensive areas of rocky hluffs and native subalpine vagetation

* Anintense feeling of antering in tha high mountains

» Tha tight gut in which the Hodder river runs provides a dramatic approach to the upper
basin under Tapuae-o-Uenuku

Untt 30 is fully alpine, dominated by crags and cliffs,
surrounded by staep scrae siopas.

» Dramatic alping scenery

« [ominated by rocky bluffs and scree slopes

« (lassic alpine experience of the high Infand Kaikoura
Range

= Anintegral part of the massif in view from afar

Unit 31 straddles the boundary of the propearty — the upper
half of it lies in the scenic reserve but the bottom half is within
the property. Most of the bottorn half is hidden in this picture, !
hehind the foreground spur, but its character is essantially the

same as the illustrated part — high alpine crags and scree
slopes, with snow for much of the year.
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« High alpine slopes of a classic high alpine valley running up to rugged peaks
+» Dominated by snow, scree slopes and rocky bluffs

« Classic alpine axperiance of the high inland Kaikoura Range

« Anintagral part of the massif in view from afar

Unit 32 also straddles the boundary of the property — the upper
third of it lies in the scenic reserve but the bottom two thirds is
within the property. This photograph is at an oblique angle and
shows it side on, but the character of the obscured parts is
essentially the same as the illustrated part — high alpine crags and
screa slopas, with snow for much of the year.
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High alpine slopes, classic high glacial valley sidae

Dominated by snow, scree sicpes and rocky biufis

Classic alpine expenence of the high Seaward Kaikoura Range
An integral part of the massif in view from afar

Over the range (Units 33 to 34):

Thase two units are included in the analysis because small parts of the propery lie within
them. However, the boundary line through them appears quite arbitrary and anomalous,
negating the logic of the landform.

Unit 33 is one of the most dramatic landscape features in the
Seaward Kaikoura Range. Most of it lies in the scenic reserve but a
portion, tha bottom part in this lllustration, is within the property. The
illustration shows only the northem third of the crag. It wraps
around the ridge of the range and towers over unlts 24 and 34.

= Dramatic alpine rock bluff

= Alpine rock bluff accentuatad by snow for much of the year

« The most dramatic part of the massif in views from the north and
east

* Entire unit is a focal part of the massif in view from afar

Unit 34 — no photograph taken.

This unit is a reflection of Unit 24, on the south-facing slopes of The Bridge. It is almost all
outside the property. That part within the property is a relatively namow hand along the
ridge and upper slopes, and is predominantly scree slopes and rock bluffs.

= The rocky spurs, slips, high altitude scree slopes and gorgey creeks combine to create
an overall wildemess character

+ That part of the unit in the property is dominated by scree slopes and rocky biuffs

* Prominent ndge providing the setiing for Tapuae-o-Uenuku

e The ridgeling linking the peaks of the range forms & sharp watershed between the
Awatere and Clarence valleys
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2.2 Landforms and Geology

Bagement rocks of the Inland Kaikoura Range ars comprisad of highly folded and contorted
greywackes and argilites formed from sediments deposited In the New Zealand
Geosyncline during the Juraasic Perod. Callactively known as the Torlesse Group, thia
series Includss concretions, rare conglomerates, limestone bande (one of which outcrops in
the isis Stream valiay), Igneous dykes, and extrusives (DSIR 1862). The mid-Cretaceous
ignecus rocks that outcrop on the major summits of the range, espacially in the headwaters
of tha Hodder and Shin Rivers, are particularly significant. Thay have been described as
the only large undeformed igneous (ultra-mafic) intrusion presant in the sedimentary rocke
of the South Island mountalns (Department of Lands and Survey 1883). These red/black
rocks form a visually-dominant part aof the upper Shin catchment and Tongue Spur on the

Camden property.

The Inland Kalkoura Range Is part of the most tectonically active area In New Zealand, with
high rates of uplift and active fault movement. The property rises from 400 metres in the
Awatera Valley to over 2300 metres at s boundary with Tapuae-O-Usnuku Scenlc Reserve
on the summit of the range, over a distance of approximatsly 15 kilometres. The major
Awatere Fault is present northwest of the property across the Awatere River and the
Gladstone Fault bisacts the property on an east-west axis, from upper Isis Stream, across
the mid-Cam River, to the lowar Hodder River. It is a prominent landscape featurs,
separating the lower hill country from the steeper upper slopes of the range.

Small areas of fiat land are present at the lower (northwestern) boundary of the propery
adjoining the Awatere River. These river terraces form the only flat pastursiand on the
proparty and drop steeply to the Awatere River. Visually, the property Is dominated by the
masalf of Mt Tapuae-O-Usnuiku and Crows Nest when viewed from the Awatere Valey
road. It forms an impresalve mountain backdrop to the dissected hill country lower on the

property.

High altitude areas on the property are dominated by weatharad rock ridges and bluffs,
shatterad-rock pavements on gentier ridges, and extensive scree and debrls flow slopes.
Incipient alpine soils derived from rock fragments and loess are very localised and the
alpine areas support vary sparsa and scattered plant communities. The mid-altitude and
ateep country supports weakly developed steapland yaflow-brown earths (Gibba 1980).
These Class Vile and Ville soils are prone to severe sheet, gully, and debris-avalanche
arceion. The lower catchments of Cam River and lsis Stream, bslow 800 metres, support
Class Via Kaikoura yallow-brown sarths prone to moderate sheet and soil slip erosion.

The mid to low altitude hills an the property are typically steep and downsiope movamant of
soil particles is common wherevar vegetative cover e sparse. Drier sltes, typically on
riiges, have a high proportion of bare ground, though sheet and slip erosion is generally
confined to stespsr mid-slops sites.

23 Vegetaton
2.3.1 Vegetation Hlstory

Early Eurcpean accounts of the vegetation of the Awaters Valley (Kennington 1878)
suggest that pre-European fires had removed most forest cover from the valley. Molloy
(1977) concluded from a study of charcoal daposits that fira was an occasional natural
phenomanon throughout the eastern South |sland, with two pariods of widespread buming
about 6000 and 2500 years ago. More frequent buming during the last 1000 years is
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recorded from the Seaward Kaikoura Range (Wardle 1971) and the conspicuous lack of old
stumps on the Inland Kalkoura Range suggests that most remalning forest was removad by
fire during Maori times. K is likely that shrubland and grassiand dominated Camden when
the first European pastoralists ventured up the Awaters Valley in the 1880s, and that this
was bumt repeatedly in the early years of pastoralism (Willlams 19398).

Forast cover on Camdan is naw confined to several very small mountain totara (Podocarpus
hallify and mountain beech (Nothcfagus solandri var. cliffortioides) remnante in headwater
tributaries and strongly regenerating kanuka (Kunzes ercoides) and mixed hardwood
forests on siream sides at lower althudes. The most recent large-scale buming occurred in
the head of Isiz Stream in 1985, on Shin (Tongue) Spur in 1967, and on the south-facing
slopes of the Cam River valiey in 1872 (Frank Prouting, pers.comm.). Regeneration of
shrublands since these fires |s avidant.

Present day vegetation is predominantly open grassland with scattered shrubs adjacent to
the Awater Valley Roads. Elsawhere the open grasslands Include more exiensive
shrublands especially In guilles and along stream sides. Alpine arsas are generally bare,
with only a sparse and scattered plant cover. Kanuka shrublands cover some of the lower
altitude slopes, especially along stream and rver marging on the shadler slopas.

2.3.2 Vegetation

Alpine vegetation:

The high alpine zone is dominated by rock and scres, with only scattered vegetation
present. Plant specles present are representative of the inland Marlborough mountain
ranges, notably members of the daisy family (Raoulia, Helichrysum, and Haastia} including
the ‘vepetable sheep’ (Haastia pulvinarls and Reoulia bryoides). Species of Hebe and
Coprosma are also common.

Above 1300m broadlsaved snow tussock are present but not dominant. The most
significant community is in the upper lsle Stream. Mountaln flax often forms the dominant
cover on steeper sub-alpine slopes.

At low alpine sites {(below 1300 metres) plant cover Is more sxiensive and is dominated by
horbficlds and sparse grassiande. Stable sites support bristle tussock (Rytidosperma
selifolium), fescue tussock (Fostuca novae-zelandiae), blue tussock (Poa colensar), with a
range of herbs: Leucopogon suaveolens, L fraserl, Ranunculus insignis, Luzula rufa,
snowbermy (Gaultherta “nz"), Blechnum penna-marina, Aciphylla monrol, Raoulla parkii,
Acaena inermis, Anisctome filfolia, and the iniroduced sheep's aomel (Rumex acelosella).
Sheltered sites support shrublands dominated by snow totara (Podocarpus nivalis), inaka
(Dracophylium Jongifoliurn), tauhinu (Cassinia veuvilliersii), Brachyglotlls monrol, and
occagsional broadlaaved snow tussock (Chionochloa flavescans).

Rocky sites at this altitude support porcupine shrub (Melicytus aipinus), the closely-related
Mallcytus aff.alpinus, Olearia conacea, O.nummularifolia, Hebe rupicola, sun hebe
(Heliohebe pentasepals), Scleramthus uniflorus, Ceimisia cockayniena, Helichysum
parvifolium, and Martborough rock daley (Pachysiegia insignis agg.). Small mountain tolara
and mountain beech remnants are present at this altitude, fraquently associated with
mountain rbbonwood (Hohena lyaliff), and are described under forests' balow.
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Mig-alttude grasslands:

Sparse but floristically-diverse grasslands dominate the mid altitude country between about
800 and 1100 metrez. Common grasses prasent include: sliver tussock (Pos cita), bnstle
tussock, fascue tusmock sweet vemal (Anthoxanthum odoratum), browntop (Agrostis
capilars), and blue tussock., Other major components of these grassiands are: Pimelea
oreophila, Acaena caesiiglauca, Geranium sessliforum, Raoulla ausiralis, R subsericog,
R.glabra, lLeucopogon susveclens, L fraseri, Luzula rufa, Brachyglotlls lagopus,
B.bellidioides, mouse-aar hawkweed (Hleraclum phlosella), king davil (H.prasaitum),
H tepidufum, harebell (Wahlenbergia albomarginata), Ranunculus Insignis, Gnaphalium
audax, cotton dalsy (Celmisia spectabilis), Scleranthus unifiorus, and shesp's somel.

These extansive grassiands form the dominant cover in the headwater basins of Isia Straam
and the Cam River, and on the gentler ridges including Tongue Spur (all within the ‘back’
block’). Mouss-sar hawkwead forms up to 20% of vegetative cover on dry sites, particularly
open ridges, and there is frequently 20 to 50% bare ground. Mid-aftitude grasslands also
support scatterod shrubs, aspaclslly tauhinu, matagoun (Discara toumatou), and Copnasma

propinqua.
Montane grasslands:

Below BOO metres the grasslands are less diverse, and dominated by sliver tussock, fescue
tussock, bristle tussock sweet vemnal, browntop, and wheat grass (Elymus sp.). Other
common specles are: mousa-aar hawkweed, Leucopogon fraser!, Raoulla australls,
Geranium sessilifforum, Vittadinla australls, vipers bugloss (Echium vulgars), sheep's
somal, and white clover (Trifollum repens). On dry sites there are significant areas of bare
ground and patches of mouse-aar hawkweed and Raoulis australis. Bracken (Flonidium
asculenturn) s very common on some slopes, particularly rubbly slopee or south-facing
sitas, in places forming a complete ground cover. Scatiered within these grassiands are
tauhinu, matagouri and coprosma specios, along with regenerating kanuka. Scattered
ptants of bnar are also common.

sbublands:

Subalpine shrublands on the property are dominated by inaka, snow totara, Brachyglottis
monyol, and mountain flax (Phormium cookianum). Other apecies present Include Olearia
nummulanifolla, O.cymbifolia, mountain wineberry (Arstotelia frullcosa), Coprosma
aff. pseudocuneata, celery pine (Phyllocladus alpinus), Fittosporum anomalum, Myrsine
nummwiana, cotton daisy, and Aciphyfla aurea. This community grades into low mountain
rbbonwood forest In guilles, and scattered manuka (Leplospermum scoparum) on drier
sites. Subalpine shrublands are scatterad, and not common, on the property.

Montane shrublands are dominated by Coprosma propingua, matagour, and tauhinu.
Shrublands on damper slopes include kohuhu (Pitosporum fenuifolium), mauntain
winebermry, broadisaf (Grisalinla iftoralis), Carmichaelia ovata, mountaln flax, and Coprosma
crassifolia. These shrublands are gulta common on the property, especially on valley sides.
On drier slopes, and at lower altitudes, the shrublands lack the above species but have
increasing amounts of kanuka, sweet brier (Ross rubiginose), tauhinu, Oleana odorata,
bush lawyer (Rubus schiddelioldaes), Parsonsia capsulans, and Clematis afoliste. These
shrublands are moma scattered, but form a significant proportion of the vegestative cover on
the 'middle’ and lowsr-'back' blocks of the property. Kanuka forms pure stands, and is
readily colonigsing open grassiands, on lower althude parts of the property.
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Low fopasts:

At higher altitudes low-forests are dominated by mountain ribbonwood (in guiiies) or
regenerating mountain totara. These plant communities are very scatiered and often
include: mountain flax, prickly shield fem (Polystichum vestitum), and the shrubby spacies
described above for the higher alftude shrublands.

The most important low-forest communities on the proparty are the mixad hardwood forests
occupying the lower slopes and siream sides. These diverse plant communitles have
escaped recent buming and are {(in most cases) reasonably well buffered from stock by
steep termain or adjoining shrublande. Dominant spscias in these forests aro. broadieaf,
kohuhu, akiraho (QOlearla paniculata), Coprosma mbusta, C. linarifolia, lancewood
{Pseudopanax crassifolius), mountain three-finger (F.ternatus), mountain flax, ti tree
(Cordyline australis), koromiko (Hebe salicifolla), and lawyer (Rubus cissoides). Other
species present are five-finger (Pseudopanax arboreus), fierce lancawood (P ferox), fuchsia
(Fuchsia excorticata), Hebe traversii, H.rakalensis, pink broom (Carmichaells glabrescsns),
mountain wineberry, mountain ribbonwood, weeping matipo (Myrsine divaricata), kowhal
{Sophora microphylia), toes toe (Cortaderia richardii), and tutu (Coriaria sarmentose and
C.kinglana). A particularly good example of these foresis exists in the mid-Cam River area
and includes a spectacular grove of fierce lancewood.

Adjolning thesa fow-forest communities, on rocky slopes and bluffs, is a mora spacialised
Marborough plant community dominated by Brachygioftis monroi, akiraho, Marborough
rock daisy, Heliohebe huikeana, matagouri, Coprosma propingus, Canmichaelia ovata,
prosatrate broom (Sophora prostrata), Aciphyfla glaucescens, Gingidia montana, Exocarpus
bidwilli, Helichrysum parvifolium, H.coralloides, Linum monogynum, and pink broom.

Patchas of kanuka foreat are present at lower attitudes on the propaerty, especially in the
north-west, in the lower catchments of the Cam River and lals Stream. Mature stands of
this plant community, particulardy on stream sides, Include broadleaf, kohuhu, aklraho,
lancewood, and ti trea. Thesa communibes grade into pure kanuka on dry upper slopas,
and to shrublands dominated by Coprosma propingua, matagouri, and Carmichaella ovala.

Eorest remnants:

Mature foregt remhants on the property are limited to small isolated patches of mountain
totara or mountain beach on stsap alopes in the headwaters of the Cam and Shin Rivers.
Mountain totara remnants are the most common and widesprsad and exhibit the strongest
regeneration and spread, especially at higher alttudes. Common species associated with
mountain totara remnants are: mountain ribbonwood, show totara, snow lotara/mountain
totara hybrids, celery pine, Brachyglottis rmonroi, mountain flax, and inaka. At lower
altitudes manuka, broadleaf, and kohuhu are alsp agsociated with mountain totara.

Mountain beech remnants are confined to two small patches In the upper Cam River
catchment. The understoroys of these remnants are typically bare, with obvious signs of
animal browsa and stock camps. Some regeneration is occurming at the forest marging, but
it appears slow and sporadic. Assoclated with these beech remnants are: Brachyglottis
monm!, mountain flax, snow totara, Myrsine numrmulana, Coprosma aff pssudocuneata,
mountain winebery, PRtosporum anomalum, Aclphylla aurea, and cotton dalsy.

All forest remnants are surrounded by steep screes or biuffs which have prasumably
protected them from the fires that destroyed surrounding forests. Mountain totara is
regenerating strongly, espacially at lower altitudes, but beech regeneration s mostly
CHOC(-3VI0F 8
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confined to the margins of the existing remnants. Williams (1989), in his study of the
vagetation of the Inland Kalkoura Range south of the Shin catchmert, records beech forest
from only the eastern side of the range. The Isolated baech patches on Camden are either
atypical, or they indicate that beach forest was formerly the dominant forest type on the
northem and of the range.

Rock Blyffa angd Scroes.

Rock biuffs and scress are limited in extent at lower altitudes on the property, but do
support a number of distinctive gpecies. Plant communities on stream side bluffe have
been described above. The most important species on other bluffs are the: Marborough
rock daisy, sun hebe (Hellohebe pentasepala), Hebe rupicola, Helichrysum coralfoides,
H.parvifoliurm, Scleranthus uniflorus, Olearla corlacea, Brachygloftls monroi, Ranunculus
inslgnis, Gingidia montane, Coprosma acerosa ssp. brunnea, Chellanthas humilis, and
Dichondra repens.

The biuffs above the Shin, Cam and Isls are often part of the shrubland or forest remnant
communitios. The Marlborough pink broom ie common on many of the bluffs.

Plants observed on screas were: Lignocarpa diversifolia, Lobelfs roughii, penwiper
(Notothlaspi rosulatum), Epflobilum pycnostachyum, and Myosotis traversii. On stable scree
margine common species are: Blechnum penna-marina, Aciphylia monrol, Leplinella
pyrethrifolia, Acaena dumicole, Poa lindsay!, and Hieracium lepldutum.

Riverpedgs:

The graveichoked rverbeds of the Shin and Cam Rivers aupport a range of plant
communities from open gravel plants to dense shrublands. Recent gravel bads and
teraces aro dominated by creeping pohushue (Muehlenbeckia axillans), Eplabium
medanocavion, E.microphylum, E.brunnescens ssp.minutifiorum, Perahebe decora,
Helichrysum depressum, Raoulla australis, R.glabra, sliver tussock, woolly mullein
(Verbascum thapsus), vipers bugloss, mouse-edr hawkweed, haresfoot trafoil (Trifoflum
arvensa), and male femn (Dryopteris fin-mas).

More stable river boad sites support a thick shrubland dominated by tauhinu, matagouri,
Coprosma propinqua, Olearia odorata, sweet brier, tutu (Corfarna sarmmentossa), with
occasional pink broom (in the Shin River). in the Isis Stream a large patch (¢.20 plants) of
the rare Teucridium parvifolium 8 present on small stable flats where the stream cuts
through @ narrow gome. Terraces in the lower Shin and Cam contain small but significant
populations of the fiarce lancewood Pseudopanax ferox.

Wetlands and Flushes:

No wetlands of any significant size ware ahservad on the property, though there are sevaral
flush and seepage areas, the most significant being in the upper Cam basin. Species
recorded from these areas Inciuded: toe toe, Carex vigata, C.secta, Schoenus pauciflorus,
soft rush (Juncus effusus), and native mint (Mentha cunningharmii).

Elora:
QOver 450 spacies of native vascular plante and 125 introduced plants have been recorded

from the Inland Kalkoura Range (Williams 1988). Many of these species are present on
Camden, as the property spans a wide range of altitudes and landforms from alpine to
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lowland. Several of the species present on the proparty are endemic to the south
Mariborough area, notably: the Mariborough rock daisy {FPachystegia insignis 8gg.), the sun
hebes (Heliohebe pentasepala and H.huikeana), pink broom, Oleana coriacea, Celmisia
cockayniana, and Epliobium brevipes.

Several othor species on the propsrty are rare or reglonally-gignificant: Teucndium
parvifoilum (in lsie Stream); Coprosma acerosa ssp. brunnea (In the upper Cam River),
haealthy populations of pink broom (Notospartiurm glabrescens) in all major valleys, Myosolis
‘Mt Tapuae-0-Usnuku” on the slopes of Tapuae-0-Uenuku; and flerce lancewood (the best
poputation in this part of Marborough) in the mid-Cam River. Other endemic spacios, such
as Wahlenbergla cartiaginea and Hellohebe acuta are likely to be pressnt.

24 Fauna
2.41 Birds

Common bird spacles observed in forast or shrubland communities were: rfleman, brown
creaper, belibird, fantall, hedgespamow, slivereye, blackbird, chaffinch, goldfinch, redpoll,
and gray warbler. On open grassiands species cbserved were: skylark, NZ pipit, harrier,
falcon, welcome swallow, yellowhammer, radpoll, greenfinch, magpie, and California quail.
Other species recorded from the area during the Omithological survey betwean 1968 and
1979, were black shag, paradise shelduck, kereru, tit, robin, song thrush, and tui (Bull et ai,
1985). The most divarsa bird populations ware observed in the low forast communities
adlacent to the major streams and In adjoining shrublands. These riparlan plant
communtties appear to be sufficiently intact and diverse to support healthy good numbers of
birde, and continuous snough to provide comidors of favourable bird habitat.

24.2 llxards

Only the common skink (Leiolopisma nigriplantare polychroma) and the common gacko
(Hoplodactylus maculatus) were observed during the field inspaction of the property, though
the rare black-eyed gacko (Hoplodactylus kahutarae) (Brian Paton, pers.comm.} has been
recorded from the area. Camden is one of only two sites outside the Seaward Kaikouras
where the biack-eyed gecko has besen recordad. Other un-named lizard species have baen
recorded from the southsm Marborough area, making the herpetofauna one of the most
divarse In the country (Courtney 1882).

2.4.3 Invertebrates

Saveral interesting native Invartabrate species have been recorded from the area, Including
the giant scree weta (Delnacrida connectans) (Meads 1930), and alpine grasshoppers
Brachaspls nivalis and Paprides nitidus (Bigelow 1867). Glant dragonflies (Uropetala
carovel) and cicadas have been observed and speargrase weevil sign, probably of the
protected species Lypembius huttoni has been noted in the Hodder Gorge area,
downstream from the hut {J. Ravens, pers.comm.). Good invertebrate habitat m the lower-
to mid- atitude country is almost entirely confined to riparian margins and associated steep,
usually west-facing, sites. The best invertebrate habltats are in the Isls gorge area and In
the lower Cam. Around the sia gorge, fine actual and potential habitat existe in the riparian
zone and axtanding in places to the ridgeline east of the gorge. Along the lower Cam, sitas
with excallent habitat are mainly confined to the southwest facing slopes on the true right.

Smaller sites with moderate to good habitat occur sporgdically along the lower Isis, batween

the gorge and the road, and along the short sectior stream balow the road and above
CHOCE- 30303 ‘ " 20
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the waterfall. Sirnilary, thete ts good riparian habitat along the Shin River, adjacant o lower
Tongue Spur and along the upper Cam, above Cam hut. The large basin above the Cam
Hut has a very impacted and sutrophled wetland along a small watercourse and some
oxcellent stands of Olearia odoratal, a species which usually harbours a distinctive and
significant invertebrate fauna.

2.4.4 Froshwater Fizh

Six species of freshwater fish have been recorded from the property. Galaxias vuigarls and
aeis have been found in the Isis and Galaxias vuigars, brown trout, upland bullies and long
finned eals in tha Cam. Torrant fish and koaro have been recorded in the Hodder and
brown trout in the Shin. The presence of a number of dinadromous (spend a regular part of
their ife cycle in the sea) specios so far up the Awatere catchment 1 of interest,

244 Introduced Animals

Feral goats are present in the Shin catchment and pigs are encountarad occasionally

T throughout the property. Possum sign has been observed in shrublands and forest
5 remnants. Rabbits hares, cats, farats. hedgehogs, rats, and mice are also present.
2.6 History

Little is documanted of the pre-European association with the Awatera Valley. In a recent
publication dedicated by the Waltaha people, the journey of the Waka Arai Te Uru from
Tahunanui (Nelson) to Te Paraunui a Whitu (the White Biuffs in Cloudy Bay) is described.
The people paddied into the watare of the Wairau River Lagoon and built a vilage thoy
called Te Walkawa o Omaka. They were guided on this Joumey by a large psak that
reflocted the sun's rays and which they later called Te Tapuwae o Uenuku - ‘'the stepping
place of the Rainbow God’ (Ngatapuwae Trust 1984). Later, pounamu was brought to Te
Waikawa o Omaka from the south via trails in the Walhopai or Awatere Valeys (ibid). Both
the Awatare and the Clarence (Waiau-toa) Rivers ars describad as subsidiary pounamu
trails by Brailsford (1984),

The first occupler of the Camden Run was Henry Gadfrey who was granted a depasturage
licence for about 7700 hectares between the 1sis and Hodder Avers, including the summit of
!@ Tapuae-O-Uanuku, In 1850 (Kennington 1978). He named thie area the Hodder Run anc
* installad R McMurdo and G Hodgkinson as managers and then, in 1853, as leasaes. in
1856 Godfrey teased the run to the Wililams brothers, who in 1858 weare the first laasees of

the Ottley Falls (Biuff) Run on the other side of the inland Kaikoura Range (ibid).

Godiray sold the Hodder Run to Phiilp McRae In 1862 and the run's name changed to
Camden. The property was sumendered in 1887 and passed to the Asgets Board In 1866
{ibid). The lease wae again purchased from the Crown in 1903 and had four owners
between 1803 and 1834. | H.Camoron held the lease between 1934 and 1862 and E L.
and J.L Peter held it to 19668 when It was sold to the present lessee, F.W.Prouting. In 1962,
196 hactares were summendeared to form part of Tapuae-O-Uenuku Scenlc Resarve.

The prasent lessees, Frank and Shellsy Prouting, have farmed the property since 1066.
The only buildings on the property are concenirated around the homesiead and amsimp,
except for Cam Hut in the mid-Cam Valley. ¥.mustering hut in the Shin Valley was
destroyed by fire and not replaced, as mustering of the 'back’ block is now undertaken from
the Cam Hut. No buikdings on the pm;ﬂﬂﬁ_m sufficientty old or unusual to warrant
protection for their historic character, % “

CHCT39308
Camden Conservalion Rosomrces

*HELEASED UNDER THE
580 RE|EASED UNDER THE
OFFICIAL INFORMATIONACT"  0¢FiC1AL INFORMATION ACT

2]




- ]

NELEASED UNDER THE
OFFICIAL INFORMATION ACT

28 Public Recreation
2.8.1 Physical Characteristice

The run risas steeply from the valiey floor to the mountains, The three valley catchments of
the Isls Stream, the Carn River and the Hodder River contain the majority of the property.
There are prominent ridges running down from the mountain backbone to the valley floor
and the waterways, although Incised at times, are, gensrally, able to be walked through.
Farm tracke wend their way up the Igis and Cam to give access to the lower haif of the

property.
2.6.2 Legal Accens

The public road up the Awatere vallay provides access to the property and traverses the
northemn boundary of the run closs to the Awatere River. The Awatere Valley Road Is within
the legal roadiine. There i also a legal roadiine following the Awatere river for the length of
the property, apart from 2 smalt places where marginal strips occur.

A legal rcadfine foliows the Isis Stream to the 900m asl contour. A legal roadiine atso
follows the true right bank of tha Hodder River all the way along the westem boundary of

the property.

Marginal strips have been laid off along both banks of the Cam River from the northem
boundary up to the 800m asl contour. Marginal strips also follow the Shin River from fis
junciion with the Hodder River to the 1200m asl contour.

26.3 Activitios

The most significant public use of Camden is by trampers and climbers using the Hodder
Vallsy on the western boundary of the property. The route up the Hodder is the most
popular access to the Inland Kalkoura Range and especlally to Mounts Tapuae-O-Uenuku,
Alarm, and Mitre. Whila the route mostly follows the Hodder riverbed, It crosses Camden
where it climbs away from the river to sidie a gorge and waterfall at about the timbariine In
the upper valloy. Also, the route to Mt Tapuae-O-Uenuku, Mt Alarm, and Pinnacle travarses

‘%ﬁ Camden up Stalrcass Stream, or up the slopss directly opposlie the Hodder Huts. The
jower Shin River, and Tongue Spur, are occasionally traversed by climbers (FMC,
pers.comm.) and provkie an interesting alternative to the route up the Hodder. The major
peaks of the Inland Kaikoura Range are the only high alpine peaks in the South Island that
are outside the main Southemn Alpe. They provide the closest alpine climbing opportunities
for people in Marlborough and Wallington.

Use of other parts of Camden by trampers s apparently low, though the property receives
reguiar use by hunters. The lessees frequently receive requests for access from pig
huntera and these requests are rarely refueed (Frank and Shelley Prouting, pers.comm.).
The control of pigs and goats by recreational hunters is considered by the Froutings to be
an Integral part of the management of the properfy. Hunters often use the station hut in the
Cam River. Recreational horse trakking, four-wheel-driving, and mountain biking do not
oceur on the propsrty at present.

The interost In the main peaks of the Inland Kaikoura Range, and the presence of the
Hodder Hute, has focused most recreational Wtﬁe area on the Hodder Vallay area.

However, an outdoor recreation planning stud gzriborough in the 19708 acknowledged
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the potential of the area for backcountry recreation and recommended that batter access be
provided for resource-basad recreation in the Awatere Valley (Department of Lande and
Survey 1977). Reprasentatives of Federated Mountaln Clubs and the Marborough
Tramping Club (pers.comm.) congider that there is considerable potential for Interesting
tramping trips in the northem part of the Inland Kaikoura Range, including a traverse from
the Awatere to the Mead (via lsis Stream) and ascente of Mt McRae and Mi Camden. This
would provide the most practical access to the Mead Conservation Area, for which there is
no practical lagal access except for a marglnal strip up the Mead River {(including waterfalls)
on tha east of the range.

PART 3; CONSULTATION AND OTHER PLANS

31 Conhsultation

in September 1995 thers was some discussion with NGOs on the inital proposals for
Camden. Emphasised in thess discussions was the need to protect the threatenad species
on the proparty from grazing, the high scenlc value of the Isis Stream adjacent to the road
and the nead to provide acceas up the waterways.

As 8 ragult of the reintroduction of the property to the tenure review programme In 2001 a

meeting was hald with NGOs In Septernber 2001. At this meeting the following comments

were made;

« The Hodder River is the maln access onto Tapuae-o-Uenuku. 500-600 peopie per year
in the hut books at the 2 Hodder Huts.

e Huntars use the Hodder Huts and Cam Hut. They hunt for goats, pigs, chamois and
some deer. There is good guall hunting in the Cam.

» Stock movement across the Hodder and Shin not much of a problem because of the

gorpes present.

Tha Hodder/Shin Saddle loop is popular. There is also regular use of Tonguea Spur.

Area with fierce lancewood in middie Cam outside original report's recommendations

worthy of protection.

Walk up Cam River to Cam Hut good.

Good totara in basin above Cam Hut.

Climb on to Camden from upper Cam Basin worthwhile.

Good walk up track beside Isks.

Meating place of the different pink broom species important.

Bluff wetas and black-eyed ghackos In upper part interesting.

Amathysts pregent around Staircase Stream and Mt Alarm.

L BN
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in a written submission the Federated Mountain Clubs called for the surrender and transfer
to the public conservation astate of all areas generally above the 1000m contour. Thay.also
requestad tha securing of year-round public rights of practical access along the Hodder
River, public acceas via Tongue Spur to the intand Kalkoura Range, foot access along tha
4Awd track west of the Isis River and protection of the significant areas of Indigenous riparian
vegetation along lals Stream, and the Cam, Shin, Hodder and Awatere rivers.

3.2 Disirict Plans (Matters of Natlonal Importancae}

Under the proposed Walrau/Awatere Resource Management Plan, publicly notified In
November 1807, the statlon falls within the Rural 4 Zone. Under this zoning farming,
keaping domestic livestock and homeatays are ggrmitted activities. Commercial forestry is
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parmitted on tand below the 1000m contour. Erection of further accommodation bulidings is
restrictad to one dwellinghousa/titie.

3.3 Conservatlon Management Strategios

The Neison Mariborough Conservation Management Strategy includes Camden in the
South Mariborough management unit. Relovant objectivas in this unit include:

+ Obtain legal protection for threatened species habitat and important plant communities.
+ Land status review of Inland Mariborough conservation areas and reserves,

« Maintain access and facilities for recreational hunting.

PART 4
4.1 Maps
411 Cadastral (Attached)

412 Landscape Units (Attached)
413 Values (Attached)
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