
  

Crown Pastoral Land  
Tenure Review 
 
Lease name :  CORONET PEAK 
 
Lease number :  PO 195 
 
Conservation Resources Report 
- Part 5 
 
As part of the process of Tenure Review, advice on significant inherent 
values within the pastoral lease is provided by Department of 
Conservation officials in the form of a Conservation Resources Report. 
This report is the result of outdoor survey and inspection. It is a key piece 
of information for the development of a preliminary consultation 
document. 
 
Note:  Plans which form part of the Conservation Resources Report are 
published separately.    
 
These documents are all released under the Official information Act 
1982. 
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Figure 2, The view from from Skippers Saddle
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Figure 3. Harris mountain landscape from the Branches Road, with good tussock cover higher up

Figure 4. The breathtaking view up the Upper Shotover from Campbells Saddle just before
Branches Station.
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Figure 5. Landscape at Ironstone Creek which is forded at the foot of Campbell's saddle.

Figure 6. Cannichaels Creek, beyond Branches Station.
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Figure 7. Lindsays Tarn, adjoining the Polnoon Burn and just outside the lease. The major
wetlands near the Polnoon are east ofthis tarn.

Figure 8. The Homeward Bound battery beyond Macetown.
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Figure 9, The Premier Mine in the Sawyer Burn, beyond the Homeward Bound Battery.
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Figure 10. The Sunrise Mine workings up on Advance Peak.
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Figure 11. View into the upper Arrow from Advance Peak.

Figure 12. Further view from Advance Peak on a botanising/tramping day trip.
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Figure 13. Landsape up valley at the top end ofMacetown.

Figure 14. An example of the wilding tree problem from the Barnches road
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Figure 15. The view from the hue right of the Shotover at Skippers showing the spur leading up
to Vanguard Peak which we sugegest as a possible boundary for a conservation area from land
returned to the Crown.
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The south facing hillslopes below Coronet Peak Ski Field foun the scenic backdrop to Wakatipu Basin.

Remnant beech forest is present near Station Creek on the Wakatipu faces.
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Wilding pines are spreading across the snow tussockland and Dracophyllum shrublands present on the
Wakatipu Faces below Coronet Peak Ski Field

Snow tussockland and schist bluffs contribute to the striking landscape ofDirty Four Creek, which
flows from Coronet Peak into Long Gully.
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Looldng up to Green Gate Saddle along Green Gates Gully. The remains of Green Gates Hotel, located
amongst the poplar trees at the confluence of Green Gates Gully and Deep Creek, lies along the path of
the Old Sldppers Track which was the original 'official' track into the Shotover built in 1863.

Upper Deep Creek, looking up towards Coronet Peak itself.
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The Shotover Faces, between Deep Creek and Long Gully, support grey shrubland interspersed with
rocky bluffs and grassland. Skippers Road has been cut into the rocks.
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Skippers Road clings precariously to the side of Devils Elbow, near Deep Creek. Ibis locality supports
several threatened moths and the threatened shrub Hebe cupressoides. Wilding trees are becoming
prevalent Deep Creek mouth is a popular access point for rafters and kayakers to the Shotover River.
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Wong Gong Terrace, near Blue Slip in the Shotover Valley is the site of Wong Gong's store and dam,
which illustrate the activities of a complex gold-mining community from late 19th and early 20th

century. The flats are used for informal picnicking and camping, with a rough track providing access
down to the Shotover River.

Skippers Bridge can be seen crossing
the Shotover, while The Branches Road
winds its way across Cotters
CreeklDeep Gully above. The terrain is
steep with bluffs, grey shrubland,
wilding trees, grassland and tussockland
present. The ridge between Mt Marsden
and Vanguard Peak forms the skyline.
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The upper Cotters Creek/Deep Gully supports snow tussockland and subalpine Dracophyllum
sluubland. The conifers which can be seen growing on Mt Aurum Recreation Reserve are a ready seed
source for wilding tree spread onto Coronet Peak Pastoral Lease.

Mature shrubland occupies the
precipitous sides of Carmichaels
Creek. A small remnant of beech
forest (not in the photo) is also
present in this catchment.
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.... Outwash gravels at the mouth
of Stockyard Creek support native
cushiorrfield vegetation including a
threatened wood rush Luzula
celata.

This deep tarn is at the top of a
fault-determined basin wetland
complex which occurs east of the
lower Polnoon Burn and runs
south to nearly Stockyard Creek.
The tam is fringed with Carex
secta, C. gaudichaudiana and C.
sinclairii. Its outlet feeds into a
Schoenus pauciflorus dominated
fen at lower altitude.
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Cabin Hut is located at the
confluence of Cabin Creek and
Polnoon Burn. Grey shrubland and
grassland are present, as well as
willow trees along Cabin Creek.

Upper Cabin Creek at the north of the property, which extends two-thirds up the (Mount) Siberia ridge.
The ridge itself is within North Motatapu Conservation Area.
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Snow persists into early summer on the upper slopes ofMt Hyde, which at 2056 Ill, is the highest point
on the property.
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The upper Arrow landscape is one of the best examples of an intact backcountry tussock landscape in
Otago. Land to the left of the river is within the property.
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At Vanguard Peak, the OliginaJ 19 century trig station is evident as a stone caim. The exposed summit
is dominated by fell.field vegetation. An histOlic gold miners route is present here, which follows the
lidge behind the trig, down to the Shotover Valley at Maori Point Saddle. It was along such routes that
people, provisions and large pieces ofequipment travelled between the huge gold claims on either side
of the Lease.

Broom (Cytisus scoparius) is a problem near the
Arrow River, just upstream of Macetown Historic
Reserve.
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The sites shoV'1'll are from Sawyers Creek and Rich or Gold Burn,
and include the Premier Battery and hut (see photo to right). A
gold miners track can be seen on the hillslope behind the Battery,
which ascends Vanguard Peale. Today, this track is used by day­
walkers exploring the area.

The batteries, mines, water races,
tracks etc. surrounding Macetown
are important historic sites which are
associated with the Arrow River 19th

century gold-rush
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Beech forest clings to the sides of the Arrow Gorge, and ex1ends up side gullies, such as Pizolls Gully
as seen here. Exotic trees and shmbs are also common, with willow occupying the river bed, and
rowan, cotoneaster, sycamore and elder present elsewhere.

Bush Gully forms the southern
boundary to the property. Beech and
exotic forest is present, which grades
into subalpine Dracophyllum
shrubland with altitude. Bush Creek
Walkway is a popular short walk
from ArrowtOWD, which can be seen
in the top left hand comer.
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