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Lease number : PO 233

Conservation Resources Report
- Part 3

As part of the process of Tenure Review, advice on significant inherent
values within the pastoral lease is provided by Department of
Conservation officials in the form of a Conservation Resources Report.
This report is the result of outdoor survey and inspection. It is a key piece
of information for the development of a preliminary consultation
document.

Note: Plans which form part of the Conservation Resources Report are
published separately.

These documents are all released under the Official information Act
1982.
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Dawvid Paterson

QV Valuagons

PO Box 213
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Dear David

Ben Nevis und Craigroy Tenure Reviews- SIVs in Propused Hydro Lake Footprint

As you requested the department has asscssed the type, extent and distribulion of the
significant inherent values within the footprint of the proposed hydro lalee, as defined on the
pian (dated 2 February 2002} supphed by the lessee.

Of particular importance is the presence within the foolprint of threatened plant species and
their habitat; and historig sites. T T

Threatened Plants

The most significant plant species are:

2) Leprinella (z) fCHR 515297: Clutha River) (a dny bufton daisy) found on small
hummocky gravel pavements, known elsewhere only ut Piss Flats (Clutha valley) and
awarkng taxenomic descnption as an Otage endemic: and

L) Myosors pygmaea var, glawca (a forget-me-net) found on convex steep slope of the
lower fial near Nevis River, spreading from natural hablwmat onto punng talings.

Leprineiia «x) (CHR 515297, Clutha Ryver) and Mvaeseny pygmaec var glauca  are
respectively ranked Nationally Critical and Nationally Endangered on the Threatened Species
list. the highest and second highest ranking according w threat of exnneuon.

The department does not have a thorough, up-te-date and comprehensive knowledge of the
exlenr and characieristics of other popwlations of these plants in either the Nevis Valley orin
similar hahitats in Oage i.e. Manuherkia Valley. Conclusively derermining the significance
of the populations of these oceurring within the footprint is therctore nol possible.
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Subsequently, the deparunent recormnends that the lessee employ a contractor to survey both
the recorded populations of these species and similar habitat within the Nevis Valley. for the :
purpose of better delermining rheir extent and distribution.  Such a survey would be hest
conducted in spring and the department would recommend Neil Simpson 4s 4 contractor (Clo
Conservation Consultants, PO Rox 478, Queenstown, ph {03} 442 20353, given s lamilianty
with the ares and these species. The deparument would inake available o the eontractor s
records of these species distribution and would also advise of likely key potential habitats.
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Histone Resourees
The recorded Listoric resources within the foorprint cornprise of a Moa Hunrer site and sites
associated with gold mining.

To the deparunent’s knowledge, the most significant site is the Moa Hunter site (site record
number F12/7, information held by Central Otago File Keeper of the NZ Archaeclogical
Associadon [Dr Jill Hamel, 42 Ann St. Dunedin]y). located adjacent to Scheolhouse Creek
near Trig Y. The comuibution made by the historic resources (associated with gold mining)
that Ye within the foatpring o the overall sequence of unasnally intact systems of alluvial
2old mining sites within the Nevis Valley is also of considerable significanec.

However, the department does no! have (he requisite derailed knowledge of all the individual
historic sites within the footprnt necessary to enable a full assessment of the proposal’s
impact. Again therefore. the department recommends thar the lessce employ a contractar tu
derermine the extent and distributions of these resources. The department would recommiend
cither Dr Jill Hamal or Peter Petchey (36 Distnet Road, Sawyers Bay, Pr Chalmers) as
possible contractors and as per the threatened plants the department will assist the contracsor
fo the best of 1ts abilities,

Please note that the lessee would be required to gather the information on the extent and
distribution ol significant wvalues, including botapical and historic resources. whilst
formulatng their application for the necessary resource cCunsents.

4
If you require clanfication or any further informadon please do not hesitale contucting mie.

Endorsed

HCTEM

Tony Perrett / /
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Yours sinceraly

Biyce Hill
for Conscrvator
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