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Grange Hﬂl pastoral lease lies in the central portlon of the Hunters Hills. The lease covers
1,495 hectares ot the eastern slopes of the range. The lessee s homestead is on the castern side
' ofthehﬂlssome35kmﬁ'omT1manL ' : :

Mt. Amm is the h1ghest point on the lease at 13‘73 metres and the foot of the lease is at 300
metres. To the west is a Conservation Area surrendered from the Wairna pastoral lease and to
the north is Stravon Station which is freehold. South of the lease is ﬁthher freehold land. 'I'he 3
homestead is just within the castern boundary of thelease. '

. The pastoral lease lies in the Hunters Ecologzcal Dlsmct of the Pareora Ecologlcal Reglon and
is characterised by non-glaciated low ranges to 1525 metres a.s.l. No assessment has been
~ made of the ecological district as part of the Protected Natura.l

: 'Areasprogramme.

E 2.1 | Landscape

The Grange Hill lease i is, predommanﬂy, the catchments of two tributanes of Elder Stream.
The landscape changes from mountainlands at the head of the catchment to a series of
dlssected h:gh hills in m1d—catchment before ﬂattenmg out at the bottom of the lease. 1

- The lease can be dnnded into two landscape units.
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_ Th1s unit encompasses the steeper hill country above 800m. M. Airini is the hlghcst pomt and_ 3
~is a dominant part of the landscape particularly in the Maungati and Pareora valleys. Tall
tussock grasslands are the dommant vegetattve cover and are relatlvely natural in composition.

A large slip in the upper portmn of the lease is now. stable and is bemg quzckly reeolomsed by'
native spec:es There is no other vmual 1mpact on the landscape. '
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‘Below 800m the slope is less steep 'I'he two tributaries of Elder Stream converge near the
~ bottom of the lease where the terrain flattens considerably. There is an interesting series of
~ spurs that lead off the steeper mountam slopes and create vaned small sub-catchment valleys

The pnnclpal vegetatwe cover is short tussock grassland. Forest remnants occupy the colder- |
: southerly slopes of the valleys. _

A track which circles the lower part of the lease does not create sny visual mpact and the only |
threat to the landscape is subdmsxon and mtensnﬁcatlon of grazmg. : _ :

| _'2.2 Landforms and Geology |

_ The lease lies across the castern face of the Hunters Hills. The I-Iunters Fault nns north/south '
- on the eastern edge of the range and has been mstnnnental in causmg the uphft of the range

- The underlymg rock is predommantly dark greywacke black argllhte and conglomerate w1th
interspersed beds of red and green spilite. These rocks belong to the Torlesse group from the'
.. Permian (Paleozmc) age and are about 270 million years old. -

" Soﬂs are from the yellow—brown group and are predommantly Kaikoura steepland soils
comprising silt, sandy and stony loams developed under snow tussock grasslands and Hurunui _
- steepland soils. developed under fescue tussock - grassland. Both these types of soil are
: _suscepttble to wind and sheet erosion 1f the vegetatxon cover is reduced. - :

_ | .The two tributaries of Elder Stream ereate the main landforms - dissected hills w:th small B
' gorges, steep on the south-facing slopes and ro]]mg on the north—facmg slopes A couple of -
rocky knobs prov1de some vanety . _

23, | Chmate

._ The ammal rainfall is hetween 1000 and 1100 mm and is mamly ﬁ‘om the southerly quarter. - .'
‘Easterly cloud drift often results in fog remaining around the tops, providing cold, moist
conditions. Heavy frosts are common during winter and the occasional snowfall may cover the

whole area, but usually lies only on the higher faces. The area is exposed to sirong, dry, north-
west wmds which dry the vegetaﬁon and soils and lead to wmd erosion. -

' 2l4' Vegetatim_l

- The upper slopes of Grange Hill are snow tussock-covered down to at least 900m and lower -

- on south and south-east faces. Patches of Cassinia shrubland are pqominent in places. They = |

_appear to be induced. Lower slopes are in hard tussock with increasing exotic grasses and -
shrubs at lower levels. Forest remnants extend from the foot of the Iease up ‘the steeper valley

sides to merge w1th the tussock grasslands e I - - \\\& )
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The upper slopes down to 900m and lower on south and south-east slopes are covered with
narrow-leaved snow tussock (Chionochloa rigida) and its associated species which here
" include Celmisia spectabilis, Celmisia lyallii, speargrass (Aciphylla aurea), Dracophyllum
uniflorum, Pimelea pseudolyallii avd Gaultheria crassa. The very top part of the run has a
- community dominated by the slim-leaved snow tussock (Chionochloa macra) with cushion
plants such as Dracophyllum muscoides, Celmisia sessiliflora and Phyllachne colensoi on the
- - deflated soils and rocky sections of the ridge crests. Hebe lycopodioides and unnamed species-
% of Hebe aff. H adora, are found on these upper slopes ' - _ .

~ Below this there is a zone of meed SnowW tussock with both species present before desceudmg

_into pure narrow-leaved snow tussock. Mosses and lichens are important inter-tussock species
" in all communities with other common native plants such as bidi bidi (4caena spp.), violet

(Viola cunninghamii), geranium (Geranium microphyllum), woodrush (Luzula rufa), Celmisia

- densiflora, Lagenifera cuneata and Rytidosperma pumilum. Occasional wet ground and

. . - seepage areas have a different range of plants which include Schoenus pauciflorus, Oreobolus
W pectinatus, Isolepis aucklandica, Juncus antarcticus, Colobanthu.s apetalys, Ranuncuius royi,

o Agrosm pallascens andEszobmm mmuuﬂorum. |

Numerous small shp scars and minor gullymg occur on faces below Airini as weli as several -
old blockfields or rock screes. Stony or rocky ground surrounding these arcas have a more -
open snow tussock cover and the vegetation is more clumped but with a similar range of
-~ species as above. A few Dracophyllum longifolium and Cassinia vauvilliersii appear and -
.. Coprosma cheesemanii can be prominent. On the few small bluffs beneath Mt. Airini the rare
.. Helichrysum plumeum is found together with several other plants not found in the snow
* | tussockland. They include Myrsine nummularia and Coprosma sp. aff. pseudocuneata A
" good snow tussock cover extends down to the fenceline which divides the top of the property
. from the lower slopes with Dracophyﬂmn un;ﬂomm often mportant especlally where the soﬂ .
is shallow B _ _ .

o " At 950m an extensive area of Cassinia 'sh:ubland occxirs: with large clumps of Celmisia.
o . * Mosses are the main ground cover with blue tussock (Poa colensoi) and numerous seedling
Cassinia. Sweet vernal and brown top and some chewed down hard tussock (Festuca novae-
zelandiae) and scattered snow tussock are also found. On the other side of the fence there is a
complete change to hard tussock grassIand with Celmisia, sweet vernal, blue tussock, brown
top and scattered snow tussock. Further from the fence the snow tussock becomes more dense
“and the community becomes snow tussock dominant but with hard tussock and the exotic
- species present as 2 component. This continues down to about 750 800m at least on the -
south and south-east faces. - : . : . .

- .-'._Hard tussockland

 Below about 750m hard tussock is do:mnant ‘with mcreasmg exotlc grasses present thh

~ decreasing altitude. Blue tussock is less common and snow tussock is occasionally present, -
particularly on shaded slopes. Shrubs such as matagouri and Coprosma species mcrease ﬁ:om o
occaslonal to dommant in gﬂhes and lower faces espec1ally where stony

.' Shrublandlforest _' - S . - o : ~ rn‘(‘"‘\ H\\\\ER “’\E _‘_
_. | S -‘}1” -y ""O"q“\\"‘ON A(’,
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the extensive areas of shrubland and regeneraimg hardwood forest, with broad]eaf
(Griselinia littoralis) the major forest species, extend up all major streams to at least 700 m.
- particularly on the damper south and south-east faces. These steeper valley bottoms are
generally stony or rocky which, together with being wetter, has contributed to the retention
and regeneration of the forest and shrubland. Bracken patches and areas of dense silver

- tussock (Poa cita) are also found.

'_._As well as broadleaf other forest spec1es include cabbage trees, kowhal putaputaweta |

' (Carpodetus serratus), mahoe (Melicytus ramiflorus), mapou (Myrsine australis) lancewood,

wineberry, peppertree and kohuhu (Pitfosporum tenuifolium). The understorey is largely
. prickly shield and Blechnum fems along with Astelia. Vines of Meuhlenbeckia are thick in
- places, particularly where the ‘canopy has been broken at some stage Bush lawyer isalso -
scattered throughout. ' . _ _ '

_. _ The shrubland contains spec1es' such as matagouri, seversl Coprosrna speeie's, mountain -
wineberry (dristotelia fruticosa) and Melicytus sp. In the more upstream sections there is
bracken fern and flax additional to the Coprosma. These grade into silver tussock grasslands,

- except in the higher altitude (upstream) sections, where there is Dracophyllum shrublands on

- south facing slopes and scattered snow tussock and, in places, abundant Celmisia .specrablxs
~ where the Dracophlium and tussock has been removed :

Exotlc grassland B

_ Below about 5001::1 and higher on drier faces the cover is pnmarﬂy exotlc grassland

" --_2.5 : Fauna

* Birds appear to favourthe shrubland areas with be!lbrrd, tomtit, sﬂver-eye and fantail noted. N

. Z falcon have also been seen and red polls and N'Z pipit are seen in the open country. The
forest remnants are similar to Mt. Nimrod and Matata Scenic Reserves whmh, as well as some.
- of the above b]IdS contam nﬂeman, brown creeper and NZ plgeon. )

- -There is a nch mssockland insect eommumty with three specws of grasshopper mcludmg
Sigaus campestris which has a very scattered distribution and is known from only 10 sites of
_which the Hunters Hills is one. Other invertebrates noted mclude the tussock butterily, several .

| _day ﬂymg moths, hoverﬂles and Katyd1ds R

| 'The streams contain numerous small ﬁsh mcludmg Gallaxtas, upland bully (Gob:omorphus '
brevzceps) longﬁnned eel andbrown trout. : .

In the past, wa]lables (Macropus rufbgrrsea) have been a problem thh there bemg almost as
many wallabies present as sheep. Poisoning and hunting have dramatically reduced the
number of wallabies but they are still present. Hares, rabbits and possums are present and
- possums continue to be a problem in and around the bush remnants Wﬂd plgs a.nd chamms
: have been oceas:onally seen in the area. . :
RF' EASED [N DER THE
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The station started life as part of the Otaio run. In 1872 Charles Meyer added the area of land
- around Mt. Nimrod to Bluecliffs station and in 1879 this station was taken over by Robert
- Heaton Rhodes. The station probably came into it’s own in 1898.
There is no known historic site on the lease.
27 Public Recreation .
2.1, Phys:cal Characterisﬂcs

The Grange Hill lease includes the headwaters of the Elder Stream The environment of the'

" lease has been modified but is generally dominated by natural vegetation or landscapes. Some -

~ of the lease is accessible by off road vehicles, mountainbikes, horses and walkers. The area
qualifiesasa Walk In Back Country Expenence under the Recreatlon Opportu.mty Spectrum

'2.7.2. Legal Access

A lega] roadline follows the driveway into the homestead ﬁom Back L1ne Road. The roadline
-ﬁmshes just inside the pastoral lease boundary o . _

A further legal roadhne joins the pastoral lease to the Back Line Road north of the homestead |
The roadline traverses the northern boundary of the lease and joins the road along the top of
the Hunters Hills. Thls roadline does not follow a’ pract:cal access route. :

273, Activities

_ Wallaby huntxng is eamed out on the lease predommantly by the lessee Plgs are also hunted |
m thearea. - , '

. 4wd vehlcles use the track along the top of the lnIl and there is some hrmted use of the lease.
by walkers '

3 Consultatlon

- NGO’s were not:ﬁed of the mclusnon of Grange Hill in the tenure review process at meetmgs -

in August 1998 and August 1999. A submission has been received from the Federated
Mountain Clubs, which calls for the retention of all legal access and the provision of public -
access for walkers and mountainbikers to Mt. Airini. Other comments included the need to
protect any forest remnant on the Hunters Hllls and the protectlon of access for huntlng

Regional Policy Statements and Plans
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 Grange Hill lies within the Waimate District. The proposed District Plan was notified in April
1996 and decisions on the plan were released in May 1998, The lease is all on land zoned
: rural The forest remnants are all listed as sites of natural significance,

_ Objectives of the Rural Zone include'
1. Enhancement and protection of the conservation values of areas of conservatxon.
~ significance;

2. . High country land use to be managed to ensure a robust and mtact vegetatlon cover is )

. maintained to assist in sustaining the life supporting capacity of the soil;

3. Protection and enhancement of the outstanding landscape values of the district, and of
- those natural processes and features and cultural values which eonm"bute to the overall
- . character and amenity; and -

4., - Maintenance of waterways, wetlands and water supply intakes and thelr margms to

- avoid degradatron of the natural values of these areas and their associated waterbodies.

There are controls over mdrgenous vegetat:lon clearance, forestry, earthworks and the erectron .
~ of structures in areas over 900 metres in altitude (pnnmpally the main sumrmt ridge) and in
~ areas 1dent1ﬁed as sites of natural srgmﬁcance - _

- 3'.4. Conservstmn Management Strategres and Plans
:_: ~The draft Canterbury Management Strategy recognises the Hunters Hllls as the most seaward
~ alpine area in.Canterbury. An ecological survey of the Hunters Ecological District is
- recommended. Wallaby control is to be unplemented in the future through a wa]laby control

' plan _ _
3.5. Freshwater Fishenes Plans |

'_ g Not apphcable

4 1. Addluonal Information -

E __(i) Terms and condmons of qua.hﬁed demgnatlons

_ 42 l]lustratlve Maps S 0‘.\'\, :
'..'-4.21 Topo/Cadastral L |
422 Values,
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