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OTAGO CONSERVATION 
BOARD 

Box 5244, Dunedin 9058     Tel: (03) 474 6944     Email: ahooper@doc.govt.nz   
 

        Our ref:  SBC-08-34 
 
 
10 February 2014     
 
 
LINZ – Crown Property and Investment 
Private Bag 4721 
CHRISTCHURCH  8140       (email to:  pastoral&tenurereview@linz.govt.nz ) 
 
 
 
Dear Sirs 
 
Review under Part 2 Crown Pastoral Land Act: Happy Valley 
 
The Otago Conservation Board appreciates this opportunity to comment on the 
Preliminary Proposal for the review of the Happy Valley Pastoral Lease.  
 
The Otago Conservation Board (“the Board”) is appointed by the Minister of 
Conservation to represent the wider Otago community in advocating for the 
protection of biodiversity, recreational opportunities and the conservation of 
natural and historic resources throughout Otago. The Board takes a strong 
interest in tenure review and makes submissions on all proposals in Otago. 
 
The Board agrees that the land proposed for return to full Crown ownership and 
control is appropriately allocated.  The allocation appears to recognise the 
principles espoused in the Crown Pastoral Land Act 1998, which provides for 
full Crown ownership and control as the preferred method of protecting 
significant inherent values when land cannot be farmed in an ecologically 
sustainable manner and for land that is capable of economic use without 
compromising ecological sustainability to be freeholded. 
 
The proposed conservation area (CA1) will provide protection for several 
important plant species and ecosystems, as well as protecting important 
landscape values and supporting recreational use.  Given the high altitude and 
low soil fertility, this area is unlikely to be capable of being farmed in a way that 
is both economically viable and ecologically sustainable.  
 
The Board notes with some concern the proposal for the area marked as CC3 
to be part of the freehold allocation, subject to a conservation covenant.  The 
majority of this area is subject to the same considerations as CA1.  It is mostly 
above 1000m, and the values intended to be protected are similar to those in 
CA1.  The Board again states that the Act has an explicit preference for full 
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Crown ownership and control as the preferred protection method, and therefore 
recommends that this area, or a substantial part of it, be added to area CA1.  
 
The other two proposed covenant areas, CC1 and CC2, appear to be 
appropriate, and the Board supports these. 
 
The Board supports the proposed public access easement (a-b), providing 
access to area CC1.  The proposed public access easement (c-d), providing 
access along the water race, is in area CC3, and therefore the Board’s 
preference is for it to be included in area CA1.  However, if it remains in the 
freehold, then the Board supports the use of the easement, which has the 
potential to be a reasonably popular route.   
 
In conclusion, the Otago Conservation Board generally supports the proposed 
return of land to full Crown ownership for the Happy Valley pastoral lease, but 
the Board has concerns about the proposal for the CC3 area and for the public 
access easement (c-d) for which it has recommended alternative approaches.  
The Board urges the Commissioner to give consideration to its concerns and 
the alternative solutions put forward, as part of the submissions process. 
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
 
Gordon Bailey 
Chairperson 
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