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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sue Maturin [s.maturin@forestandbird.org.nz)
Monday, 26 June 2006 12:28

dave payton

Home Hills Submission

Attachments: Sub to Home Hills.doc

Dear Dave

Please find attached my Home Hills submission. You may need to view it in print layout
mode as there are maps inserted.

Sue Maturin

26/06/2006
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Southern Office

Forest and Bird

Box 6230

Dunedin

0064 3 477 9677 ph
s.maturini@forestandbird.org.nz

26" June 2006

The Commissioner of Crown Lands
Opus International Ltd.,

144 Ratiray Street,

PO Box 1913

DUNEDIN

Dear Sir,

Re: Preliminary Proposal for Tenure Review: Home Hills

1.0 Introduction

1 write on behalf of the Royal Forest and Bird Protection Society, which represents over 38,000
members nationwide in 56 branches. The Society has been an active advocate of the protection
and conservation of New Zealand's natural and physical resources since 1923.

The Society has been looking forward to this tenure review as it offers an important opportunity
to protect some ‘At Risk’ and critically ‘Under protected Environments’ and to further progress
towards Oteake Conservation Park.

2.0 CAl Approximately 1374 ha to be returned to full Crown ownership
The Society strongly endorses the proposal to protect the Manuherikia Flats and low foothills
abutting the Hawkdun Range. This area is not only valuable for it’s important contribution to
protecting a full ecological sequence from the Valley floor to the Mountain Tops, but also
because Home Hills provides perhaps the best remaining opportunity to protect a relatively
large area of alluvial valley floors (known as E environments in the Land Environments of New
Zealand classification system, LENZ) and well drained alluvial flats (K environments). See
Figure 1 in Appendix One. The E environments are regarded as being at risk as they have less
than 30% indigenous cover remaining. Less than 3.8% of the E Environment occurring on
Home Hills is legally protected on conservation lands. Similarly the K enviromments on Home
[ills are also regarded as being ‘At Risk’.

Home Hills also contain some important eastern South Island plain and intermontane
environments known as ‘N Environments’. These environments are also mapped as
critically under protected.

While it is pleasing to see that some of these lowland threatened environments are
proposed for return to full crown ownership, it appears that significant areas are also
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