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DOC REPORT TO THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS
ON TENURE REVIEW OF ISLAY DOWNS PASTORAL LEASE

PART I

INTRODUCTION

Islay Downs is 2 1510 ha pastoral leasc on the western slopes of the Kakanui Mountain range. It
runs north-cast from the Red Cutting Summit on State Highway 85, “The Pigroot”, and is 37 km
Inland from Palmerston.

The property lies within the Dansey Ecological District which was surveyed under the Protected
Natural Areas programme in 1989/90. Approximately 120 ha of the highest country running up to
Kakanul Peak (1528 m) is-included in the 700 ha Dansey RAP 6 Kakanui Peak area. The upper

part of the property is bounded by the 690 ha Kakanui Peaks Conservation Area.
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600 ha which is significantly modified from the orginal cover. Around 900 ha of the higher
country plus the colder lying eastern side of the lease sull retaln much of the orlginal vegetation
values,

There are no reserves or formally protected areas on the leasc other than the marginal strips on

the Shag River which runs up the western boundary.

The lease which has no farmn buildings s farmed in conjunction with other land. It was inspected
by DOC staff in October 1996 to assess the conservation resource. There I3 a usable hut on the

property dating from when a ski club operated. RELEASED UNDER e
' OFFICIAL INFORMATION ACT
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PART II

CONSERVATION RESOURCE DESCRIPTION AND
ASSESSMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

2.1 LANDSCAPE

Islay Downs is located on the western face of the Kakanul Range. Thc higher country, which ls
still largely tussock covered, is highly visible from much of the Maniototo whie the lower country
Is a prominent view at times from highway 85. This lower country is heavily modified and apart
from small areas of copper tussock and matagour dominated shrubland near the road, has

predominantly a green pasture appearance.
SIGNIFICANCE

The narrow strip of copper tussock adjacent to the road just north of the summit has slgnificant
landscape value as well as the vegetatlon agpect but other than this the lower counrry in the Shag
catchment has no major landscape Importance. The higher country (above 1000 ) together
with the nejghbouring properties is part of a high country landscape which is of ecologlcal district
significance. The Plgroot Creck catchment in particular Is highly visible from a frequently used
rest area and stil represents a vista similar to the original cover in the locality.,

2.2 LANDFORMS AND GFOLOGY

The property mns from the crest to the valley floor on the western face of the Kakanui block
mountain range and varies between 560 m and 1528 m in altitude. This western face represents
the dissected scarp of the Waihema fault system along which the Kakanul Mountain block has
been uplified.

Bedrock is schist or semi-schist and the soils are high country yellow brown earths of the Kalkoura

and Tangawai sets.
ELEASCD UNDER THE
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The solls and geology are typical examples for the locality. The highest part of the property has
cxtensive areas of eroded country and also screes. While screes are generically significant in that
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*hey are uncommon on Otago block ranges except in the Kakanui Mountains, there are better

¢xamples than these neacby. There are no geopreservation slecs on the property.
2.3 CLIMATE

The property lies in the transition zone between Central Otago and coastal Otago climates. The
rainfall varles between 700 mm and 1000 mm depending on altitude. The winters are cold and
snowfalls are common though the snow only lies for any length of time above 1000 m. Summers
are mild and affected by cool easterly winds from the coast. Despite this however, because of the
rainfall patterns and nor-west winds, plant growth is restricted by moisture deficiency botween
January and March on the lower country.

24  VEGETATION

The property Is bisected longitudinalty by a ridge. The back (higher altitude) part of the property
and the colder aspect country to'the east of the ridge, although modified to varying degrees, is still
predominantly native.  The country to the west of the tidge is heavily modified and has an
increasing proportion of exotic spcciés with decreasing altitude,

The lcase subdivides into a number of distinet vegetation zones shown A-F on the attached map 2.

Zone A: Upper Catchment of Shag River below Kakanul Peak: This ¢losely corresponds to the
part of Dansey RAP 6 on the property. Although containing significant areas of erosion
(tmproving) and some scree, this zone has overall a good vegetative cover dominated by
Chionochloa macra at higher altitude and Chionochloa rigida lower down. There 1s a good
intertussock cover including Dracopbylium muscoides, D uniflorum, Acypkilla aurea,
Gaultheria depressa, Celmista brevifolia and occastonal flax bushes FPhormium cookianum.
Lower down in the gullles flax and 4, aurea were more common AUnoNgst some very large C
rigida. At around 1100 m there ts a small tussock/shrubland dominared hy Hebe bectorti, Hebe

odora and Cassinia leptophyila. NFLEASED UNDER THE

OFFICIAL INFORMATION ACT

Zone B: An upper catchment of Deep Creck, this basin faces north and is more heavily modified.
The Chionochloa macra and € rigida are reduced In both stature and density with areas of short
tussock (Poa cita) and scattered Acipbylla aurea, Dracophylium uniflorum and Olearia
bullata are also dotted through the zone, Other intertussock specles include Acipbylla gracitis,
Celmisia lyallt, Acasna caestiglaueq, Astelia nervosg and Ranunculus specles. Despite the

modification the area still has the original cover well represented and few exotics.
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Yone Ci A very heavily modified north-west facing basin running up to 1200 m. The majorlty of

the Chionochloa is severely reduced in stature or has disappeared and there is a high proportion
of bare ground and a high population of Acypbilia aurea, Jower altitude gully refuges have
matagouri, flax and some large tussocks. On the lower altitude open ground are arcas of
Hieracium pilosella. ‘Wilding pines which occur throughout the property are common lo this
hasin.

Zone Di This area has been topdressed and oversown. The clovers and introduced grasses
increase with decreasing aftitude and dominate lower down. There are extensive areas of
Hieracium pilosella.  Gully rcfuges stll hold healthy commupitics of matagour], flax,
Chionochloa rigida, Olearia bullata, Carmichaellia petril and Acyphilla aurea.

Zone E: Upper catchment of Pigroot Creek: Although modified, particularly on the north facing
true left slopes, there is still 4 good cover of tall ussock with a gradation to more short tussoclk at
lower altitude. The gullies and fire refuges still have remnant shrublands with Dracophylium
uniflorum, mat_ﬂgoﬁri, Coprosma ciliata, Melicytus alpinus, Acyphilla aureda, Polysticum

vestitum, Celmisia densifiora and flax.

Zone Fr This area has been topdressed and oversown and rcgularly burnt. It has a green
appearance from the exotic understorey but still has good populations of tall ssock and remnant
shrublands, particularty matagouri and Olearia bullata.

In addition to the above main areas, adjacent to the road north of Red Cutting summit 1 a strip of
copper tussock (Chionochloa rubra) sub. sp. cuprea) and associated matagourl (IMscaria
toumatow) and Olearic bullata. In additlon a rare $Spaniard, dcipbylla subflabeliata has a
locallsed population between the road and the fence. This Is the largest known Otago colony of
this plant. '

NF1EASED UNDER THE
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Zones A, B and E are of high significance on an ecological district scale. Zone A 1s an integral part
of the Dansey RAF 6 area recommended for protection under the Protected Natural Arcas
programme. Zone B, although modified, is still dominated by indigenous species with the original
cover still ‘well represented and healthy enough to regenerate. It is also a north facing catchment
of which no examples are protected in the locality. Zone E is a healthy tussock shrubland
asgociation. Shrublands in particular have largely been removed within the ecological district.
This zonc also has high landscape significance dependent on the vegetadon cover. This landscape
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nect also applied 1o Zone F where the cover is not particularly signﬁ‘icmt from a vegetalion

aspect but has landscape implications.

Similarly the narrow strip of copper tussock and shrubland at Red Cutting Summit has morc
landscape significance than vegetative, however it docs represent 1 potendal habitat for the rare

Acypbilla subflabellata present on the roadside suip.

The healthy indigenous vegetation communities on the property cover an altitude range from 600-
1500 m.

PROBLEM PLANTS

Wilding pines which occur throughout the locality arc widespread on this property and represent
a heavy infestation in parts. Broom 1s also present and while not a major problem at present, has

the potential to become one. Hieraciuo is a significant problem from a farming aspect.
2.5  FAUNA
INVERTEBRATES

[n assoclation with the healthler areas of native vegetation Is a rich and varied insect population at
higher altitude. These include the moths Oropbora unicolor and Qrocrambus tritonelius, woevil
Anagostis latirosrus, caddis Tipbobiosis cataractae and carabid beetle Megadromus bullatus.
Lower down species noted were grasshopper Sigaus australis, carabld Mecodema sculpturafum,
bug Riypodes chinai, darkiing beetles of Mimopeus sp., burrowing carabid Meraglyma tibiale,
cicada Kikibia angusta, caddis Hydrobfosis kiddi and stoner Zealandobius takabe, these last
two at their most easterly location at Pigroot Creek

"ELEASEN UNDER THE

The aquatic lnvertebrate commmunity in particular is very species rich hgﬂil}g &Lolmqg«‘béﬂ l:QN ACT

local occurrence, the caddis Synchorema tillyadi, Neurochorema pilosum and Baeroprera roria

being examplcs, a3 is Pseudoecoresus straminews which is local and associated with seepages.
AQUATIC VERTEBRATES

The Shag River within this property contains populations of both brown trout (Safmo trutta) and
flat head galaxid (Galaxius depressiceps). Co-occurrence of non-migratory galaxid fish and trout IS
rare in Otago (Townsend and Crowl 1991). The site is of special research and conservation

Interest with many new research findings already having been published (Flecker and T ownsend
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“194, Crowl and Townsend 1992, McIntosh Townscnd and Crowl 19943 and further monitoring

being undertaken.

In the Plgroot Creek upsiream of SH 85 the NIWA freshwater fish database records three species;

Galaxias sp., brown trout and brook char.
OTHER FAUNA

A wide range of bird species both indigenous and Iitroduced, have been recorded throughout the
ecologlcal district. On the day of inspection a NZ falcon (Falco movassealandiae) a category B
threatened species (Molioy and Davis 1994) was sighted on the property near the highway.

SIGNIFICANCE

The lnvertebrate communities in the higher part of the properties represent a good cross-section
of the species found throughout the Danseys Ecologtedl District. The lower valley species and the
aquatic invertebrates In partcular are of ecological region slgnificance and the fish community in
the Shag River is of national significance.

PROBLEM ANIMALS

<
Rabbits are present on the property and -gewss appear periodically, but neither represent a
problem unless ignored for a length of time.

TFIEASTY UNDER THE
2.6  HISTORIC - OFFICIAL INFORMATION ACT

The remains of 4 stone hut and holding yard are located in the mouth of 4 side gully off the Shag
River approximately 1.2 km up from the highway (GR 142 069 562). Two previous lessees
(Preston then MacDonald) have advised they understood the site to be an cacly boundary tider's
hut that may have dated as carly as Johnny Jones proprietorship (mid 1800s) but this has never
been verified.
25

The headwaters of the Hyde race also start on this property approximately ,ﬂf km up the Shag
River from SH 85.

The Pigroot was an important early gold mining route and one of the first formed roads {nto iniand
Otago. The new road in places follows a different line and just east of the Red Cutting Sumumit the
old road formation is still clearly visible.
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SIGNIFICANCE

All the above features are of at least district significance and if the Johnny Jones connection I3

correct thosc remains would be of regional significance,

No pre-Furopean features are known to DOGC, however Trevor Howse has visited the property and

will report direct to CCL on any Ngai Tahu interests.
2.7 PUBLIC RECREATION
2.7.1 Physical Characteristics

Over balf the property represents o largely natural environment but, except for the Deep Creek
catchment, In most of the remainder traffic 13 noticeable on §H 85.

The main ddge through the property Is a good foot access route to the Kakanui Crest and @ side
ridge gives good foot access to Obi Peak and on down a continuous spur 1o Shingly Creek.

There are good picnic sites adfacent to the Shag River.

Although a private skifield was established here some years ago snow is not reliable cnough for
skllng to be a significant fearure.

| RFIEASED UNDER THE
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The property bounds SH 85 and there ts a marginal strip up the Shag River for approximately 3.5
km. The old road formation 1s also still a legal road but only a very small part lies within the lease,

Other than the above features there Is no formal access on the property.
2.7.3  Activities

The private skifield established Included a good hut and circulating rope tow but stopped
operating some years ago mainty becanse of lack of reliable snow. The hut (overnight
accommodation standard) is still sound but the tow {s non-repalrable and the mechanicals have

been removed from the motor shed,

‘RFLEASED UNDER THE RELEASED UNDER THE
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The main public use is tramping - either short walks up the Shag River or utilisation of the ridge

routes up to the Kakanui crest or the round trip to Shingly Creek. Present use is modest only.
SIGNIFICANCE

Even at present use levels the access routes here are significant and there is a realistc likefihood of

increased use in the future.
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Above:

Lower Pigroot Crock
(600 m). Inteerupred
shrub and tussock
cover occues along the
Creel.

Right:

Short tussock and
shrub rempunts in the
riparian of Pigroot
Creel. Shrubs include
mastly mutagouri but
also native broom,
O)foceria baddate, flax,
Hebe salicifolic and
Muellenbeckia,

RAEASEOWRDER THE
ver1cfAl INFORMATION ACT

NELFASEN (NVR e
OFF 1A INFORMATION AL




Bath views show remnuant copper tussocks and pasture, Copper tssock
(Chionochlog rubra cupred) has largely disappeared from roadsides such as this.
Its pereentage cover, ﬂﬁ]{ml_d nCrease, woere il Lo be reserves
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Shrublands in proposcd
reserve:

Pigroot Creek at 700 metres
(abowve) and al 700 metres .
(right) *
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Right:

Shrublands at 1100
METres

Below:

Shrublands and also
wetlands (dominated
by Shoenus
panciflorus) at 950
metres
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Extensive sim soow wassock (Chiortockioan mmacra) grasslands with some snow
hollows and croding rock pavement parches
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Top:

View north from the
head of Deep Creek

R‘ight:

Rorth facing slopes in
the head of Deep Creek
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Above:

Kakanui Peak from the tops

Below:

A diverse assemblage of plants and inscets is easily found at rock
exposures such as this
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Dansey RAP 6 : KAKANUI PEAK

Feological units

TWINSPAN vegetation group (no.) name and landform Plots

(01y High-altitude cushionfield on debris mantled top FAKO2

{02) Shrubland on debris mantled slopes PIG17, 20

(03) Slim mow tussockland on debris mantled siopes KAKOQL, PIG 02, 03, 04, 05,
06, 15, 19, 22, 23

(04) Narrow-leaved sow tmssockland on debris mantlad alapes PIGQT, 12, 13, 14, 16, 18, 24

(07) Sedgeland on debris mantled slopes PIG21

Landform and soils

Kakanui Peak RAP encompasses the upper slopes of Kakanui Peak and the headwaters of two
streams, the Swinburn and Shag Rivers, along the steep, dissected, western face of the
Kakanui Mountains. This westemn face represents the dissected scarp of the Waihemo fault
systermn, along which the Kakanul Mountain block.has been uplifted. ;

Bedrock is semi-schist, The soils are all mapped in the Kaikoura set (Marshall 1977).

Vegetation and flora

Valley sides and ridges are covered predominantly in narrow-leaved snow tussock
(Chionochloa rigida) (TWINSPAN group 04). The diversity of inter-tussock species is
generally low. Bare gravelly ground and sheet erosion surfaces are common, particularly
on sunny aspects. Hawkweeds (Hieracium pilosella and H, praealum) are abundant in some
areas, particularly below 1000 m, Other species found in variable amounts associated with
narow-leaved snow tussock are Gaultheria depressa var. novae- zéelandiae, Pertachondra

pumtla and Celmisia densiflora.

Skm snow tussockland (Chionochloa macra) (TWINSPAN group 03) is confined mainly to
slopes above 1300 m, particularly on south and east aspects where, in many places, it
achieves a cover greater than 80%. Areas of slim snow tussock generally have a higher
proportion of native inter-tussock species, with Gaultheria depressa var. novae-zelandiae,
Celmisia brevifolia and C. angustifolia as the dominant species.

Shrubs occur throughout the tussockland (TWINSPAN group 02). Matagouri (Discaria
toumnatou) is extensive on mid to lower slopes, especially in the Swinbum catchment. Cover
vaties from scattered shrubs to dense scrub. Amongst the matagouri, primarily at lower
altitudes, are Hebe rakaiensis, Coprosma propingua, needle-leaved Coprosma (C. rugosa),
mountain flax (Phormium cookianum) and occasional plants of C. inferfexia, Olearia
cymbifolia and coral broom (Corallospartium crassicaule). Coprosma Interrexta 18 now
generally restricted to remnant shrublands from Marlborough to Central Otago, but was once
widespread throughout the eastern South Island. This was the only record of the shrub in
the District during the PNA survey, but it may well oceur in some of the other catchments
which were not visited along these steep western faces of the Kakanui Mountains.
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O.. shady slopes, mainly above 1000m, turpentine scrub (Drczmp}lyllwn uniflorum) is
abundant, and areas of mountain flax are comman in hollows and streamsides. Inaka
(Dracophyllum longlfolium,) is also scattered throughout the shady slopes. On the southern
face of Kakanui Peak, at around 1100 m, there is a small area of tussock-shrubland
dominated by Hebe hectorli, mountain tauhinu (Cassinia leptophylla) and Hebe odora.

Some flushes of bog rush (Schoenus paucfionus) occur on the higher altitude slopes (above
1100 m), in both catchments (TWINSPAN group 07).

The summit of Kakanui Peak consists of gravelfield and rockland with cushions of
Dracophyllum muscoides, Leucopogon Sfraseri, Celmisia ramulosa, Luzula punila and lichens
(TWINSPAN group 01). Below the summil, 2 patch of scree extends down into the
Swinburn catchment to about 1250 m on the south-west face of Kakanui Peak.

Fauna

Falcon and pipit were recorded in this RAP during the field survey. Patrick (1991) noted
that grassland moths are well represented in this RAP with the diurnal species Scoparia
autochroa and Eudonia organasa typical of this faupa. Wetter sites amongst fhe tussock,
often consisting of mosses or cushions, support mainly diumal moth fauna Including
Glaucocharis helioctypa, Orocrambus scoparioides and Scoparia ergaris. Fewer moth
species are present on the scree but of these the dark-coloured Orocrambus melampetrus is

wortily of note.
Discussion

Steep slopes, extensive bare gravelly ground and abundant rock outcrops of low relief are
typical of the western side of the Kakanui Mountains. The indigenous content of the
vegetation also tends to be lower than the more gentle eastern faces of the range. Kakanui
Peak is the only area recommended for protection in the steeply sloping westemn faces of the
Kakanui Mountains.

This RAP contains the preatest diversity of plant communities, with the highest level of
naturalness, of the catchments seen on the western side of the main range. It includes
vegetation types and species poorly represented or uncommon in other RAPs such as
extensive matagouri shrublands, and the shrub species Qlearia cymbifolia, Coprosma
intertexta and coral broom.

In addition, the slim snow tussocklands on the upper slopes of Kakanui Peak have one of the
highest covers (>80%) in the District. Patrick (1991) has also identified the tussocklands
and wetlands on Kakanui Peak as a key site for the conservation of insects.

Criteria summary

Representativeness  H representative of steep western faces of the Kakanui Mountains.
Diversity I high species richness and number of vegetation groups over a
" range of aspects and alutude.
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Special features

Viability
Buffering

Threat

. '_..

contains a number of plants and insects uncommon in the
District.

large area, retired from grazing. .

includes both natural and unnatural boundares; similar to
surrounding landscape.

wilding pines, fire.
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ROCE. aND PILLAR/PIGROOT AREA

Stonehurst Lease Po 276 Middlemarch 5.154 H.43
Cambetielgh Lease Po 119 Middlemarch 5.145, 154 H.43

The Wandle Lease Pp 328 hﬁddlemm‘%h 5.145 H.42 and 43
Kinross Lease Po 348 Pigroot . 146 1.42

Islay Downs Lease Po 363 Pigroot $.135, 136 142

Clover Flat Lease Po 308 Pigroot 138 [.41 and 42

1. Lendscape values and natural values are very z.mportﬂnt on frogt faces: The upper boundary of
pmp-osed freshold [and must be co-ordinated along the length of the Rock and Pillar Range (Fig 1).

genenﬂ about 900m would be ideal, but there may he cases where sopmg grazing could be justified
and sustainable up to 1100m. g

In sach ceses there are three alternarives: gm order of prefecence)

b) Special lease with canditions as shove

) Land to be transfered 1o DDC lease back with conditions, and subject to manitoring
c) Land freehold subject to {Zovenant with strict no-bum, and stock limitation conditions.

2. Allland above 1100m (this is the maximum altifude, a lower limit would be preferred) to be
aggregated into Rock and Pillar.Censervation Perk on the basis of -

Tussock grassland and sub-alpins vegetation values (Fig 2)
Sceaic values (Fig 3)
Recreational Dpporfummes including tramping, mounraid bike uyse, X-C skiing (Fig 4).

3. Acoess to Rock end Pﬁ.[ar Canservation Park, along the ragge, and appropriate entry/exit paiats to
be co-ordinated thmug‘h the termure review process. Same important examples which include the
propercies in the current Early Warning discussian are:-

;
From Dunstan Road to McPhiss Rock (Fig 3)
McPhies Rock - Mussum Rock - Summit Rock
Access to Ski Club Hut via Glencreag/Cambereigh
Exit roucas to the north to Patearoa, Hyde etc.
Exit yia the Burgan/Stonehurst @ the south end
Cofrdmauon with the Central Otago Rail Trail (Fig &),

NOTES ONRECREATIONAL ISSUES ON SPECIFIC PROPERTILS

Comualeatary on the issues and concerns on the individual properties are presented on the {ollowing

pages.
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Islay Dowpns Po 363 (Pigroot)

: T
" 1. The runholder does not seem firmly commirred to the tequre review process, claiming thar his
enr  into the process was accidental. '

2. ‘There are Very high cecreation and landscape values along the tops (Fig 19), eg. Kakanui Peak to
Obi, and on the steep faces w east and west of the main ridges. Much of ie steep land is LUC Class
Vile and below Kakanui Peak is Class VIII which cannet sustain pastoral use and should be
transfered to DOC.

3. Aliland above 1000 o 1100m should be transferrad 1 DOC, together with all LUC Class VIII

and steep eroded Class Ve land for protection of its narural conservation and soil and warsr valuas
(Fig 20}.

4. The upper boundary of proposed freehold laad should accord with the boundary on the adjaining
Longlands property. This 15 to ensure conrinity of iauctscape values,

J. An access easement should be provided over proposed freehold Jand up the track in the ceatre of
the property (Fig 21) to the private (disused) ski area, and beyond to the ridgeline and thence to:-

(a) Kakanui Peak (Fig 22) and
(b) to the property boundary so thar access can be gained to Obi.

6. Meost of the land over the ridge (ie. in the Kakanvi River catchment) should go to DOC for

?rmecdon of its high narural vaies (Fig 23). Note that the back boundary is not curreptly feaced and
encing would be nesded’ o :

7. There is historic interest in the old water race near State Highway 85 which adds interest to
walking the lower slopas (Fig 24). Access o and along the water race should be negotiated.

T EAST) UNDER THE RELEASED UNDER THE
 OFFICIAL INFORMATION AT ycciei sl |NFORMATION ACT

~iz057) UNDER TV
" FiCAL INFORMATIO AC:

-page &-




Fig. 19 There are very high recrention and landscape values along the tops of Islay
Dov ns, ay seen here looking from Kakanui Peal to Obi,

5 UNDER THE
Fig. 26 Al lend above about 1000m, inciuding the severely eroded hﬁ;‘c‘ﬁésm{‘eRMM\ON ACT

befow Kakanui Peuk should be transferred ¢o DOC to procs
conservution, anc sotf and water values,
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Fig, 21 An access ensement should be negotiated for foot and mountuin bikes over the
track from the State Highway to the disused private skifield on Isluy Downs.
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Fig. 22 The truck conrinues from the disused skifield to the tep of the mtl N‘;ORM“\ON Aﬂ
catenment und then divides to provide uccess to both Nakunni Jhi.
Foot und mountaln bike access over these roures should become availuble F
tiirough tenure review. “RIEACE by T*SED UNDER TH
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Fig, 23 Most of the land oa Istay Downs in the top of the Kakunui carchment should be
rransferred to DOC to protect its high natura: volues.

. RELEASEDUNDER THE
Fro 24 flistoric interest i the FEvde veater race. al the houd of thbﬂmﬂttﬁggﬁMA'[mN AC]'

cateanient. adds ta the public values of [stay Downs close WEY.
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10.14

KAKANUI MOUNTAINGS

comMi. UNIT NO. NAME JTATUS . AREA
. .089 Fakanul Peak Conserveton Area $90.00 ht
10.14.1 Ecological District

10.14.2

10.14.3

10.14.4

10.14.5

Jummle ddge, Kakinuis

- grassland, - - a

Danszy

Local Autbority

waitalkl District Council, Central Otago District Councll

DOC Land ‘

The Kakanul Peak Conservatlon Area protects part of an unstable carchment of
typical alpine speclcs damlinated by Chionochioa rigida.

Otber Land

The remaioder of the Kakanuls is held predominantly under pastoral leasehold
tepure, Two covemants protect areds of Chionockloa rubra var cupred

Description

The Kakanul Mounrains are the nncth-cn;tcrn mast af the Orago schlst
mountain ranges, effectively forbalng a tr_up.slt!oml barrler between Central-
eastern Otago and Nocth Otago. Danseys Pass is 2 saddle berween the Kakanul
Mountains and the St Marys Raoge aod carres 2 metalled road connecting the
Manlotora to the Wattaki Valley. The Kakanul Mouatalns conslat of 2 serles of
steep peaks including Mt Nobbler, Kakanul Peak and the hghest, Mt Pisgal
(1643 metres), with 4everal gently sloplng subsantial spurs runnlog at right
angles into North Otago.
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10.14.6

M Dashr-Siberia KUl area, with
frx disrioetive valeaaie
landferms, eapecially the
iruncated prramidal thapes of
Kateothy it and Mo Dashiar, A
narur landicape wicth

outstandiag locrtnag
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A varlety of typical schist landforms and periglacial features are found on the
crest lncluding tors and patterned ground.

The entire rapnge 13 clathed in indigenous vegetation.

Fellfield with law herbs, cushion pinnts and lichens dominate the crest of the
range while large areas of snowgrass with some shrublagd remnants covers the
flanks., Spowbanks are rare but many wetlands 1ee present in the alplne zone,
Areas of copper tusgock grassland occur on the plateaux.

A significant and visually sirlklng area of extinct voleanic cones and basaltlc
boulder fielda arc found near the south-zastern end of the mounrains with
scveral significant basalt peaka such a3 Kattothyrat, Mt Dasher and Sibecla Hill
Snowgrass, wetlands and bluff systems are the domlnant ccosystems of the
basalt area.

Most of the Kakanul Mounta¥ns 1s Crown land In pastoral lease tenure, with
only a modest area of spowgrass below Kakanul Peak managed for
conservation, Importantly, the mountalns are essentlaily natural, especially
with increasing altitude, and form a cohealve unlt of natural ccosysicms
domlinated by natlve vegetatlon, '

Transmltrers exist on 4 peak near Me Alexander and oo the basaltic Obi, with
4WD pecess both to these and beyand to the highest crests Unking up wih
several trmcks up the spurs. |

1

To the northeast the range Is drzined by the Macrewhenua and Kakanul Rivers,
while the Shag River and Kyc Burn draln the south-western slopes.

Values

The Kakanui Mountalns form an impressive natural backdrop to both North
Otago and Manlotoro communities with more Intlmate vicws from the Danseys
Pass and Pigroot Roads.

Geologically the voleanle area centred on Mt Dasher-Siberia Hill [ slgnificant,
together with Itn cover of Chionochloa macra and C. rubra, cxtensive
wetlands and bluff/scrce systems.  Shrubland contalning snow totara and
mountain ton toa are also a fedture,
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‘Wiidlng conlfe ipre=d our
from Nuseby Forear, Kakanui
Maouarainz behind.

RELEASED UNDER THE

The intact high-tlpine vegetatloa of the rest of the range is also of considerabls
conservation value wlth large arcas of fellfleld and scree with smaller areas of
snawbanka corttalnlog cushion apecies such as Kelleria child{i. large areds of
Chionochloa rmacra and dlverse wetlands are 1 feature of the alpine zone with
shrublands of Dracopbyllum and Hebe species surrounded by Chionockloa
rigida on lower slopes.

The area was surveyed under the PNAF I 1989/90 and 10 representatlve arcas
ranging lo size from 2,000 hectarcs to 125 hecrares were recommended for

pratectlan.

Scedlings from Naseby Forest have resulted In a widespread wiiding plne (mainly F.
cantorta) problem on the southwest slopes of the Kakanuls,

As with the flom, the fauna s typical of other Cearal Otagé mountins bur with =
distinct North Otago element including two uninamed giant weevil specles (Lyperobius
n. 1pp.), glant wete Deinacrida connactans and a diurnal moth Notoreas tschnogyma.
The varlecy af ecosyscms present fa refiected (o the mvertebrate fauna with various
wssembluges of specles, each dependent on wedand, shrublands, rock bluffs/tors,
grasstands or fellfleld vegetarion., The lower Kakanui catchment I8 the only known
Orago location of the loogjawed galudns (Galaxias prognatbus).

Back country drdvedn and watk-in settings for recreadon are avaftable along the range
provided zccess permission ls obtained, with the highest peaks forming o core of

remote countey.

Recreation values centre on summer ime WD zerlvites, with tramping less lmportant
berause of the aren's remoteness, private occupatlon and lack of hurs. A traverse dlong
the range taking in the volcan!c area and the iigher peaks would make 4 saustying
tramp of 34 days. Many of the higher altitude vehicle tracks would provide challenglng
mountily bike toudeg. Skilng has occurred occasionally on the Kakanuis but the
urreliabiity of snow has curtailed actlvitles In morg recent times.

Historic values are found on the perphery of the Kakanuly. A shert but signifleant
burst of acdvity looking for gold has left ¢ legacy of diggings and witer races, while 2
slate quarry near “The Dasher” hag local historical signiflcance.
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10.14.7 Managament Issues

* At present the only arcas under protection ars the kKakanul Conservatlon
Area and the twa covenan for red tussock ‘grassland ac Mt Stalker, while
| the balance of the area Is udlised for pastoral farming, including burning -
and ploughing for exotic pasture development. Most of the PNA survey
recommendatioas have yet to be implemented,

+ Publle access to the range [s very limited.

+ Protection from fire.

+ Fencing to exclude stock from fragile areas.
* Wilding pine control In the southwest.

+ Landscape protection on the balance of Kakanui Mouatains, le, advocacy an
burnlng, tracking l#sucs aad plantatian farcstry.

* FPurther slting of lostallaclons in visually sensitive locatlons cspeclally on
skylinea.

Qbjectives for Kakanul Mountains

To maintain the narural resources contalned within the existing
protected areas oo the Kakanu! Mountains *while taking
opportuaities that may arfse through pastoral lease teoure review
to negotlate protection of and access to areas of high natural and
recreational value,

Implementation

{a) Control wlding trees thot thresten parurz] resources on the Kakaguf
Mountains, Including Uslscn and cooperation with nelghbours.

(b) Footrccesy negotlared at key pointa for the public to areas mansged by the
department, with public vehicular access having a lower priority.

Apomatarear insignis, a diuenal
goomeicd moaeh found In the
Kakanul Mauntoing.
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ﬁ

(¢) Co-siting of [uture telecommunications buildings and towers will be
advocated an the Kakanul Mountalps,

(d3 Resource Information that asslsts manzgement af\cﬂstlng areas
administered by the department or agsists pastoral leaye tenure review
discussions will be gathered.

(2) Protection of key areas for natural and histaric resources wlll be soughe
through pastoral lease tenure revicw ncgotiation opyortunldes.

¢y Advacate agalonst burning of natlve grasslands or shrublands whers [is
effect s to degrade slgnificant natural and histatle resources, eapecially
landdcape and soll and water, fn the context of Resource Management Act
and other statutory proccsscs.

g
Priorities for Kakanni Mountains

In this Special Place, tenure review opegotlations and wilding tree
control will be the priority method for implementing the objective
during the course of this CMS,
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PART III

CONSULTATION AND DISTRICT PLANS

3.1  CONSULTATION
On 12 December 1996 a meeting was held with NGOs in the DOC office in Dunedin.
Maps were provided to the NGO representatives. The ssues discussed included:

. Landscape issues were ralsed by Forest and Bird as an overall principle using the Rock and

Pillar a3 an example, [t was suggested that the whole range be looked at ag a unit.

- With reference to properties located in the Pig Root such as Islay Downs, Clover Flat and
Kinross, PANZ and F&D stressed the need to protect the tussock vista from the Pig Route

road.

- On Iskay Downs, FMC suggested that public access be sought up the main farm track from
the Pig Root road to the Kakanui Ridge to ¢nable a round trip to be completed,

On 6 March 1997 a further meeting was held in the DOC office, Dunedin for various
representatives from NGOs.

Property maps had already been circulated to the NGOs and a report of the individual discussions
for each property s as follows:

Values identified on P361, Islay Downs, were:

significant view from higher areas of the property
significant in terms of access from Pig Root road to the top of the Kakanuis

£ Jong-term alm would be to secure 2 round trip walking up the Islay Downs track along the
tops and down through PO 34 Shingly Creck

. F&P in particular considers that landscape potential of land around the Red Cutting arca
was important and should not be allowed to have pine trees planted. They considered a
covenant could be In order. Some historlc importance to retain the old road formation

some of which is on the pastoral lezse near the top of the pass. (PANZ)
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PANZ suggested a fence from adjacent to the Longlands/DOC fence hczlding"up a ridge to
connect with the new fence on the Pig Root Creek side.
Mike Floate (FMC) provided notes on this property which are attached unabridged.

3.2 DISTRICT PLAN

The property i8 in the Waitaki district and is zoned Rural Scenic in the proposed district plan.

Permitted activities in that zoning are forestry, farming, one residential unit/20 ba, visitor and
home occupation, mineral prospecting, small scale factory farming and recreational activitics,

No areas arc protected under the proposed plan and the RAP is not noted.

See also the attached extract from the draft Conservation Management Strategy report (Special
Place 14,
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