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Fig. 1. The landscapes and views to be seen from the Old Man Range are outstanding
and add greatly to the enjoyment oftraversing Moa Hills. From a recreational
perspective, one of its greatest values is in providing access as part of the traverse from
Mt Bengel' to the main crest of the Old Man Range. This view is looking down to the
Clutha River and Roxburgh from the northern end on Moa Hills.

Fig. 2. There is a legal road along the eastern boundary of Moa Hills but its position just
inside the boundary does not conform with the paper road. The track provides an
important link between the Mt Senger Scenic Reserve and the main crest of the range
and the evolVing Kopuwai Conservation Park but the problem of its legal alignment will
need to be resolved. This view is looking south towards Mt Benger.
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Fig. 3. Moa Hills occupies some 3,500ha on the rolling plateau between about 800 and
1,100m on a southern extension of the Old Man Range towards Mt Senger. From near
the southern boundary at about 1,1OOm can be seen the Umbrella Mountains (skyline
left), and in the far distance the Garvie Mountains. Both these mountain ranges lie to the
west of the Pomahaka River which is the western boundary of Moa Hills.

Fig. 4. The tussock grasslands and biodiversity of the Mt Benger Scenic Reserve have
been protected as a consequence of recommendations made by the Protected Natural
Areas survey of the 1980s. The Reserve lies immediately to the south of Moa Hills and
was formerly part of Silverbirch Station. It could eventually be linked to the Kopuwai

.Conservation Park,.
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Fig. 5. The main recreational interest in Moa Hills is as part ofthe traverse along the
length of the range from Mt Bengel" to the Kopuwai Conservation Park which will include
Hyde Rock and the Obelisk. Travel is mainly by mountain bike and 4WD. but also by
horse and on skis on occasions. This view shows one of the main tributaries of Bullock
Creek and the track heading north to the main summit of the range.

Fig. 6. The Old Man Plateau is characterised by a vast rolling sea of tussock grasslands
and the Moa Hills landscape contributes to this in no small way. The headwaters of
Bullock Creek and the Pomahaka River both lie to the north of Moa Hills and can be seen
from the Pomahaka Road which runs west. close to its northern boundary. These
seemingly endless rolling open spaces show little influence of development (ie. very few
tracks or fences) and just invite exploration.
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Fig. 7. There are significant gold mining relics in the Pomahaka Valley. There is a water
race which has its intake in the Little Pomahaka and runs along the western faces of Moa
Hills below the junction with the Pomahaka River. The tailings from former gold workings
surround the confluence of the two branches of the Pomahaka. These relics are best
reached using the Pomahaka Road, a little north of Moa Hills boundary.

Fig. 8. The objective to create a high altitude Conservation Park on the Old Man Range
was foreshadowed in the Conservation Management Srategy for Otago,1998. The Bain
Block, a little to the north of Moa Hills, was the first area to be declared the Kopuwai
Conservation Area. Tenure review of Moa Hills and other pastoral leases along the
range provides an opportunity to further this objective and eventually link the Mt Senger
Scenic Reserve to the Kopuwai Conservation Park.

RELEASED UNDER THE OFFICIAL INFORMATION ACT

Final Moa Hills Pastoral Lease Conservation Resources Report. OTACO-42926



Fig. 9. There is good access to Moa Hills both from the north via the Coal Creek Road,
and from the Mt Senger Road seen here crossing Silverbirch land. Both are legal roads
but do not necessarily follow exactly the alignment of the paper roads. Tenure review
presents an opportunity to resolve these issues but only on those parts of the road on
Moa Hills land.

Fig. 10. From the recreational 'cross roads' just north of Moa Hills, there is an option to
follow the steep Bullock Track down the Clutha face to Roxburgh. It is well used by local
walking groups for day trips and adds to the range of options for round trips by mountain
bike.
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