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Crown Pastoral Land
Tenure Review

Lease name : Mt ASPIRING STATION
Lease number : PO 231

Conservation Resources Report
- Part 3

As part of the process of Tenure Review, advice on significant inherent
values within the pastoral lease is provided by Department of
Conservation officials in the form of a Conservation Resources Report.
This report is the result of outdoor survey and inspection. It is a key piece
of information for the development of a preliminary consultation
document.

Note: Plans which form part of the Conservation Resources Report are
published separately.

These documents are all released under the Official information Act
1982.
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APPENDIX 11: Forest & Bird Report

Preliminary submission on Mt Aspiring Pastoral Lease, May 2005.

On behalf of the Dunedin Branch Management Committee of Forest and
- Bird.

This submission is written on behalf of the Dunedin Branch of the Forest and Bird Protection
Society which has approximately 565 members with strong interests in botany and natural
history in general and in the High Country. Many of the members enjoy active recreation in the
back country and are very aware of the need to ensure the protection of natural values,
vegetation and landscape, historical sites and to improve public access through the tenure

Teview process.

The submission is made on the basis of an inspection trip to the property in May 2005 and on
knowledge of the area gained over many years. It is written with reference to the objectives of
tenure review as set out in the Crown Pastoral Land (CPL) Act 1998, and the recently stated
government objectives for the South Island high country, especially the following::-

* fo promote the management of the Crown’s high country in a way that is ecologically

sustainable.
* fo prolect significant inherent values of reviewable land by the creation of protective

measures; or preferably by restoration of the land concerned to full Crown ownership and
control.
- to secure public access to and enjoyment of high country land.
* lo ensure that conservation outcomes for the high country are consistent with the NZ
Biodiversity Strategy to progressively establish a network of high country parks and

reserves.
Introduction

Mt Aspiring Pastoral lease is in two parts. The part, (run 715) on the true left of the East
Matukituki runs high up onto the Buchanan Range in the North taking in the whole of the Mill
Creek catchment and the high country adjoining it. There is a forested area running around the
section close to the Matukituki River which is protected as the West Wanaka Conservation Area
and currently through which cattle move to graze on the surrounds of Mill Creek above the ‘
forest. Another section of Run 715 takes in the East Matukituki Flats including the site of the old
homestead and up to just beyond the Glacier Bum where it becomes part of the National Park.
The rest of the property goes from Cameron Flat up the West Matukituki to a point just short of
Aspiring Hut which is again National Park, but cattle have frequently been seen grazing up
beyond the boundary. From Cameron Flat the property runs down to Niger Creek and up the
ridge of the Harris Mountains that takes in Niger Peak, Sharks Tooth and round to beyond

Shotover Saddle.

Tenure Review Qutcomes

1. Ideally to ensure that the East Matukituki Flats were returned to the Crown together with the
whole of the Mill Creek catchment and across to the Albertburn Saddle, all of which has
outstanding ecological and landscape values, and would be a further addition to the National
Park. The hut on the Albertburn saddle should be removed.
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2. In practice, the loss of the grazing on the East Matukituki Flats may well be unacceptable to
the lessee, and it is highly modified vegetation. Mill Creek however should be secured for the
Crown and cattle must be prevented from invading the West Wanaka Conservation Area at its
base and also from moving up the Glacier Bum and into the bush close to the Matukituki River

at the margin of the lease.

3. In the West Matukituki and round to the Niger Face, there is evidence of major modification
of the flats, but the country above 1000m bas inherent ecological values and landscape values

and should be secured by the Crown. Access would need to be secured to Shotover Saddle as a
major tramping route over to Lochnagar and beyond. In addition any patches of olearia hectori
need to be formally protected. Cattle grazing into the National Park near Aspining Hut needs to

prevented.
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MT ASPIRING - An esrly report.

This property was introduced to us at the last meeting of stake holders held in Alexandra on
23™ September, 2004 and again discussed on 12™ April 2005.

We wou}d be pleased if you would acccpt this report on Mt Aspiring from our branch of the
Forest and Bitd Socmry

This pmpeny is well known to us but an inspection was made from the road in May 2005. In
addition we have drawn on various publications to complete this report. In particular the
Conservation Management Strategy for Otago which was adopted in August 1998, In this
regard it is pleasing to note that a few of what were regarded as Management Issues in 1998,
have now been rectified, i.e: (i) The securing of land and establishment of a parking area and
provision for public shelter, interpretation and toilets at Raspberry Flat, (ii) The fencing off of
a stand of Olearia Hectorii on the road to Raspberry Flat. - (iii) The erection of toilets at the
end of the track into the Rob Roy Glacier. This is positive but there is still plenty to do.

The Conservation Management Strategy states:-
The Conservation Management for Matukituki ,are:

“To protect the high landscape and ecological values of this major access cormdor and buffer to
Mount Aspiring National Park and provide for an appropriate range of recreational use
compatibie with the character of the valley and surrounding mountains and the maintepance of
high quality visitor experiences” - and.

The Priorifies for Mdruk&uﬁ, are:

Improving the security of and opportumtles for enbanced pubhc enjoyment of this special pla:;c
will be a poonity.

In this report we have taken a broader view than just looking at Mt Aspining in isolation. We
have looked at what has happened in the past and what s likely to happen in the future to this

and neighbouring properties. We believe this to be necessary to get a true picture and a full
appreciation of the reasons for the CPL Act 1998.

1.0 General.
* ~ This property is the main .'acqcss' point to the Mt Aspiring National Park.
*+  This p'rope-rty has-its céntte at the junction of the East and West branches of the

_ UPPER CLUTHA BRANCH
C/- PO BOX 38 +« Lake HaAwEa - CENTRAL OTAs0 9192

DOCDM-370543 Mt Aspiring CRR - doc




RELEASED UNDER THE OFFICIAL INFORMATION ACT

22-

Matukituki river; down as far as the Niger Burn on the west side, and Comer, or Mill Creek
on the east side. In the East Matukituki river the property takes in the flats up as far as the
Glacier Burn, and in the West up almost to the New Zealand Alpine Club Hut. There is
also a small portion at the head of Tyndall creek and the Tunnel burn.

It also takes in all that country to the east of the junction of the two branches of the main
river, except the lower beech forest around its base which is Crown land ex New Zealand
Forest Service land. This consists of the all the Mill Creek Catchment and part of the
head of the Minaret Burn; the land above the beech forest in the east branch of the
Matukituki river including the land on the true left of the Hester Pinney Creek up to the
Albert Burn saddle.

In most parts the boundary is merely a straight line between two known points on & map.
Right from the start of pastoral farming in New Zealand - when it was assumed all land
from the sea shore to the mountaintops could be farmed - even if 1t has been proven to be
otherwise since, tlus was a practice that was sometimes adopted when a title was drawn up
for a particular run. A major nver or mountain was often used to give the run or lease its
pame. In tins case this property came to be known as Mt Aspiring.  In the nineteenth
century the higher country of the South Island was not usually disposed of by way of
freehoid title as in those earlier days of settlement it was sometimes considered as waste
land, or also, 1n case the land was required for closer settlement at a later date, at which
time it was resumed by the Crown. On Mt Aspiring, and in the course of time that portion
of the lease not being farmed, or unable to be farmed, was taken into the Mt Aspiring Park
when that came into being some forty years ago; it could be said it was a form of tenure
review.

Also about that time the higher country was considered to be at risk due to erosion and the
then catchment boards encouraged farmers, by the use of run plans and subsidies, to retire
the higher parts of their leases. A good example of this was West Wanaka, 1o the south
of this property; when a major portion of the higher parts of that run werc fenced off and
retired.  This then brought about the development of the lower country and flats,  Today
with the knowledge land managers have acquired over time, and the greater knowledge we
now have in New Zealand of the country’s bio-diversity and unique eco-systems, the
Crown Pastoral Land Act 1998 was introduced and enacted. Part IT of the Act, the tenure
review process, has come into being to enable the separation of land with inherent
conservation values from that land that can be farmed in an ecologically sustainable
mannei and disposed of under freehold title.

The flats have been cultivated where possible and aerial over sowing and topdressing bave
been undertaken.  Aenal spraying has been used to remove bracken ferm.

2.1 Iphereat Conservation Values.

While the valley floor has been considerably modified with exotic pasture, structures and
trees, the surrounding mountains with their crags, spires and snowfields give the property
its landscape character and reputation. While a lot of the landscape on the valiey floor has
been modified it is still a scenic Jandscape, or more of a working landscape.

The Mill Creek corner is high in conservation values especially the beech forest
surrounding the whole block.
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*  The margins, or banks, of the two branches of the river are more of a natural landscape as
they are forever changing.

* Recreation is an inherent value on Mt Aspiring Station as not only the valley floor itself is
used for fishing, kayaking and walking but it is also used by trampers and mountaineers
going to and returning from places further afield.

* The rare Olearia Hectorii is present in the valley and one area has been fenced and
interpretation signs erected. There are also several plants outside the enclosure.

*  The higher land above the rocky bluffs above the alluvial fans on the south face of the
property appear to carry a good cover of tall tussock in reasonable order.  These upper
faces can only but improve if stock is removed. This strip of land below the ridge adjoins
the Mt Aspiring Natonal Park in the west, the Shotover Conservation Area and the Black
Peak Conservation Area in the south.

3.0 Boundaries,

» There are very few actual fenced boundaries on this property. Natural boundaries appear
to be used; either the bush at the edge of the river flats, or the rocky bluffs below the
tussock uplands above the alluvial fans,

= This could change if any future management programme were to include merino sheep.
Such sheep might have an inclination to climb high, or go over the Shotover Saddle.

* A boundary 1s being created by spraying bracken and fertilising up to the bluffs on the
surnny faces from the Shotover Saddle to Niger Stream. (See Photos # 1,2 and 3)

*  The Mill Creck Block should be taken as a separate unit as it 1s mostly surrounded by
forest on Crown Land.

4.0 Discussion,

4.1 The Mill Creek block and the upper faces above the bush on the true left of the East
branch of the Matukituki have been used mostly for cattle grazing {See Photos # 5 and 6). As
it has high conservation values serious consideration must now be given to the advisability of
continuing this practice bearing in mind that both above and below this block there is now
conservation land; in the north there is Albert Bun conservation area, to the south is the West
Wanaka Conservation Area and to the east is the Mt Alta Conservation Area. The effective
grazing in this block start at about 1000ms and the highest point is Dragonfly Peak 2165ms.

1t should be noted that the narrow strip of land on the river bed between the mouth of Mill
Creek stretching down to Bent Creek and beyond, remains part of West Wanaka after that
property’s tenure review but now has a protection covenant over it. This points to the fact that
there are considerable conservation values present in this strip which would indicate to us that
there are also considerable conservation values in the floor of Mill Creek valley above. The
grazing of cattle cannot be ecologically sustainable in the valley, or, for that matter the upper
slopes above the bush in the east branch of the Matukituki if no fertiliser is ever put on the
areas. If fertiliser were to be flown into the valley it would spell the end of what is left of the
bio-diversity still present.
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4.2 At present the boundary between the property and the Mt aspiring National Park behind
the Old Homestead is high in the bush, starting at the north on the ridge on which the track into
the (ilacier Burn runs and climbs up to a point about a kilometre east of Homestead Peak and
then descends to the west branch of the Maukituki River at a narrow point about one kilometre
east of the Otago Boys’ High School Lodge. As this is land that cannot be considered
ecologically sustainable for farming due to its aspect, now or in the future, we believe it would
be sensible to redraw the boundary at the edge of the bush on the valley floor, {See Photo # 4)

4.3 At present on the river flats cattle have access to the bush in maay places: if the
conservation values inherent in the beech forest are to be given adequate protection
consideration will have to be given to having the bush fenced off wherever possible. This will
certainly be necessary fo stop cattle working their way up the ridge on the track into the
Glacier Bumn.

4.4 As it would be very difficult to fence the boundary between Mt Tyndall and the head of
the Niger Stream use will have to be made of the preseat system of establishing a boundary
between that land to become freehold and that Jand above and through the bluffs on the south
side of the face mnning from Shotover Saddle around to the homestead which could be
conservation land. These higher slopes would then be added to the three adjoining
conservation areas  If necessary some fences could be established in any gaps that may be
obvious after the surveying is done.

5.0 Access.

5.1 The map we were supplied with shows a legal road running the length of the property
from the homestead up the west branch of the Matukituki river to the Aspiring hut. This will
require to be retained and secured for the public to use. Any differences between the present
legal road and the preferred route, or formation, can be resolved at the time of surveying.

5.2 The present marginal strips should all be retained.

5.3 Suitable access will have to be found and secured for people wishing to use the Shotover
Saddle route.

5.4 Access will also have to be secured for people wishing to climb the various peaks on the
south ridge of the property.

5.5 'We have been given to understand that the present hut on the Albertburn Saddie will be
removed if tenure review is completed.

6.0 Summary and Conclusions.

If it is ecologically sustainable the valley floor and the alluvial fans on the slopes adjoining
the valley floor could be considered for disposal on a frechold basis.

We believe we have indicated in this report what is required to meet the requirements of the
Conservation Management Strategy and the needs of the public at large if the following

Issues we have raised are attended to:

6.1 The Mill Creek block should be returned to full Crown ownership and control.
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0.3 The boundary behind the old homestead should be brought down to the flats.

6.3 A suitable boundary between that to become frechold and that to be returned to the
Crown on the south boundary be arrived af and fenced in places where required.

6.4 The legal road up the valley from the homestead to the Aspiring Hut be made secure
in every way for the “Public to Enjoy”

6.5 That suitable access be arranged through the frechold land established for climbers
and others to the Shotover Saddle and other peaks on the south boundary.

6.6 The hut in the Albertburn Saddle should be removed whern tenure review is
completed,

6.7 The edges of bush where they are boundary with the national park should be fenced.

We thank for this opportunity to have this input at this consultation stage of the tenure review
process. We await with interest to see if any preliminary proposal eventuates for Mt

Aspiring,
Yours faifhfully,

ﬂm A

John L Tumbull
For Upper Ciutha Branch Forest and Bird.

Attached: Map and Photographs,
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4.1.3 Photographs
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