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s

Approzimately 2 to be designaied as land to be vestored o
full Crown ownership and control as Conservation AM‘@ (shown edged in
pink and labelled “CA1” on the designation plan included in the Proposal
Document) under section 35(2)(a)(i) Crown Pastoral Land Act 1998.

o €D

The proposal to restore or retain in full Crown owinership and control as a Conservation
Axea, labelled “CA1”, is fully supported by the Branch. Because this would restore for
conservation purposes the higher altifude parts of the Pastoral Lease, in the headwaters of
the White Rock River Catchment and the South West Catchment of the Nimrod Stream.

The area has high landscape values and remains predominantly in native vegetation of tall
tussock and native shrublands, with some remnant forest shrublands at lower altitudes.
Protection of this area will link with the area around Mt Nimrod itself, which is a most
important landscape feature of South Canterbury. Retaining this area as Conservation
land, should help to ensure the survival of native ecosystems and special native plant
communities, which includes Celmisia spectabilis and Celmisio ramulosa.

While there is access to the “CA1” area from the conservation land above, which is below
Mt Nimrod itself, there appears to be no direct access to this proposed conservation area,
from lower down, for walkers and for Conservation management purposes. The Branch
asks that there be access for the walking public, from the Mt Nimrod Scenic Reserve to
the “CA1” area by way of a marked poled easement route. And, it would be acceptable
for access to be restricted at times, for special farming activities, such as lambing.

2.1.2  Approximately 37.1376 ha to be designated as land to be restored or retained
im full Crown ownership and control as Reserve (Scenic Reserve) (shown
edged in pink and labelled “SR1” on the designation plan included in the
Proposal Document) under section 35(2)(a)(ii) Crown Pastoral Land Act
1998.

The restoration or retention of this area 37.1376 ha in full Crown control, as a Scenic
Reserve, is fully supported by the Branch. This area, proposed as an extension to the
Matata Scenic Reserve, contains important bush remnants, intact tussock grasslands, on
the true left of the Matata Stream.

1andscap@ Values within the overall landscape. Protection Ff the bnsh and fowst remnants
would also help to maintain the habitats of these areas for native wildlife, especially
kereru, bellbirds, tomtits, fantails and other native birdlife.

Protection of this area, which will be de-stocked, should help to maintain the water

[
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fgua’w y and water ‘f@ews of'the I ate Stream. “{@weveufj animal pests will need 1o be
mly controlied i new managers, the Department of Conservation

el
]

Towever, we feel the avea to be desi g ted as land to be restored
Crown ownership and confrol as a s ¢ reserve, is minim al There a ;
omszr!e this proposed Scenic 2@5& ve area which also contain important natural \/aiurs
Including a stand of silver beech trees, higher up, which is most unusual to find on the
ceniral East Coast of the South Island. Adding this area fo the Matata Scenic Reserve,
would add significantly to its already high botanical importance. So, the Branch would
vecommend that this stand of lone silver beech frees, be included in the proposed Scenic
Reserve extension, or at least protected by an appropriate conservation covenant.

.

0\3

There appears to be no specific provisions made in the document to access “SR17. It is
said because this area adjoins Matata Scenic Reserve itself, the public access will be
provided from there. However, practical access, from the adjoining Scenic Reserve itself,
would be most difficult for many. We ask that a poled access easement route be provided,
from the legal road, across a short length of land to be ireeholded, to the Matata Scenic
Reserve itself or its “SR1” extension.

2.1.3  Approximately 32 ha to be designated as land to be restored or retained in
full Crown ownership and control as Reserve (Scenic Reserve) (shown edged
pink and labelled “SR2” on the designations plan included in the Propaosal
Document) under sectiom 35(2)(a)(ii) Crown Pastoral Land Act 1998,

The proposal to designate approximately 32ha as land “SR2” as a Reserve (Scenic
Reserve), is fully supported. Because this interesting area will be included within the
adjoining Mt Nimrod Scenic Reserve and contains significant forest remnants, extending
up the attractive White Rock River.

By adding this small area to the Scenic Reserve, would help to maintain the integrity of
the overall landscape, including the unusual rocky knobs above the present reserve. The
proposed extension “SR2”, contains good examples of broadleaf forests in a relatively
low rainfall area. And also includes stands of kowhai trees which provide an important
source of nutrition for kereru, in particular, especially during the lean winter months and
spring time.

However, we again feel that the area to be added to Mt Nimrod Scenic Reserve, is not
great and there are further areas, higher up, that should be worthy of inclusion within this
reserve. Comment will be made further on when the areas to be freecholded are discussed.

Tt is noted that there is no specific oo i iccess, from outside Lhe reserve, m zb s proposed
extension “BR2” to Mt Nmu 1 Scenic Reserve. We quesum i  from the
xisting Scenic Reserve, to the S <2 area would be practical for most active Waﬂ( 'S
because of the steep and »od«f v nature of the terrain found there. While it is not always
necessary to have access o7 aie pu E ¢ to such areas, here we feel a poled access
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easement should be provided, from the legal road, higher up, down the slope 1o the
northerm boundary of “SR2”.

T‘his south facing slope, below the legal road, contains a good cover of native plants

A £ mn

inclu Omg celmesia and d1 cophyiinr And, we feel this area is worthy of prote
its significant values that are present there, preferably by remaining in Crown cor ntrol, or
at least, protected by a conservation covenant. 50 "d 1at the natural values of this interesting
area, are indeed maintained for the long term.

2.9 Land to be disposed of by freehold disposal o Graham Bradiey

2.2.1  Approximately 1481 ha to be designated as land to be disposed of by
Freehold Disposal to Graham Bradley Patterson as persons specified uvnder
Section 35(3) Crown Pastoral Land Act 1998 (shown edged in green on the
designations plan in the Proposal Document) subject to protective
mechanisms.

This area of approximately 1481 ha, to be disposed of by Freehold Disposal, has a good
vegetation cover and the land has been very well managed, especially with regards to
stocking rates, and the control or removal of both plant and animal pests, including
wallabies. And, as well as native grasslands present on this area, there are excellent stands
of native irees and shrublands, including impressive examples of broadleaf in good
condition, due to possums being well controlled. There are also landscape features within
this area, which includes interesting rocky outcrops, above the legal road in the centre of
the property. And another visually pleasing feature is a rock bound waterway, surrouvnded
by good stands of native bush, with a delightful waterfall flowing down into a clear
flowing mountain stream - probably a branch of the White Rock Stream.

The interesting rocky outcrops, above the central legal road, are worthy of protection and
we ask that this area be included in “SR1” or at least be protected by a conservation
covenant. The Branch feels that this area should be protected for long term.

The areas around the rock bound stream and associated stands of bush, are all worthy of
protection as well, preferably within the “SR2” scenic reserve extension, or at least by a
protective conservation covenant. Here, the Branch asks that this area also be seriously

considered for long-term protection.

As mentioned above, the Branch feels that the stand of silver beech trees is especially
significant, not only locally but also regionally and nationally. Because the occurrence of
this species, on the eastern focthills of the central South Island, is most unusual. The
Branch recommends that this rave stand of Sﬂ'\/ﬂ' beech trees be protected either by
inclusion into the nearby proposed “SR1” extension to Matata Scenic Reserve, or
protected by its own conservation covenant. An , we would recommend that there be an
adequate buffer area provided around the stand of frees, so they can regenerate outwards.

F&B SC Mt Nimrod TR subm 16.03.10 #2 4
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Also pr:sm withi
1

‘active speci

Hy end Iemg ! ] of
iv rildiife is f -eas of bush and shiubs
along the streams, w i c‘h i /*L rough iim yas! se. Branch would recorumend
that these areas be included in the “SR2” dj ning Mt Nimrod Scenic Reserve, or
given protection by 2 covenant. So to ensure Eh&t this gecko pOpuic.r,loﬂ and habitats
remain intact for the long term. The Branch would be pleased to assist Opus
International, for LINZ and the lessee, to identify these areas where the endangered
jeweled gecko are present.

ii e si‘a;s"a'uhﬂ@s in

3‘”" N

Regarding the area of Pastoral Lease, around the homestead and farm buildings, disposal
of this part of the propeity to the Lessee should be acceptable. Provided the access road to
Mt Nimrod Scenic Reserve itself, is formalised by the time the review of this tenure is
completed. There is a stand of native trees, opposite the entrance to the homestead road,
on the eastside of the Back Line Road, within a small parcel of the Pastoral Lease, which
should be protected. And this area needs to be fenced to keep stock out, for the long-term
survival of this attractive stand of native trees.

Regarding the Pastoral Lease land, adjacent to the Motukaika Road, the Branch does not

opposed the proposal to freehold this largely developed area of land.

2.2.1a Protective Mechanism - proposed easement for public and conservation
management purposes.

The proposed easement, for public foot, horse and non-motorised vehicle access, marked
with a orange line labelled ‘a-b-¢”, is satisfactory, in part, for foot access only. The ’a-b”
section is not suitable at all for horses or non-motorised vehicles, such as mountain bikes.
Because this access route connects with Mt Nimrod Scenic Reserve and access to “a-b” is
just not practical, or desirable, for horses or mountain bikes, to pass through the reserve
itself. So an alternative easement is needed for horses and mountain bikes, at least, from
the Back Line Road, to access the present legal road route to the upper part of Mt Nimrod
itself. While this would cross freehold land, this easement could be seen as compensating
for the legal easement, from the public road, that is now blocked off on land proposed to
be freeholded, because of farm fences.

The proposed easement for conservation management purposes, could also be the access
route for both horses and non-motorised vehicles, such as mountain bikes. The Branch
would recommend that the proposed easement for conservation management purposes,
also provide for the legal easement route for all three users, walkers, horse-riders and
mountain bikers.

And we would also recomnmend that there be foot access, from the proposed legal road

access 1o both the “”Qi ? extension to Matata Scenic Reserve and also to “SR2”extension
to Mt Mimrod Scenic Reserve. The full easement “a-b-c” for foot access, however, is
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ceess should be provided for, from the Mt Nims
, ACress country 1o the area “"A 17, ih on
tive Mechamnism - proposed easement for conservation management
Ti is proposed easement “b-d” and “e-T” for vehicle conservation management purposes,

supported by the maach
Summary of requests and recommendations:

i The Branch strongly recommends that 257ha “CAI” be restored or retained in
Jull Crown ownership and conirol as a Conservaiion arvea. And that poled access
be provided, firom the Mt Nimrod Scenic Reserve, in a more or less direct line, io
this new Conservation ared.

N
o

»
Y
[l
Ve

A2 T /ff Branch strongly recommends that 37.1367 ha “SRI1” be restored or retained
a Scenic Reserve, as part of Matata Scenic Reserve. And we also strongly
;"ecomme?zd that the boundaries of “SRI” be extended to include the significont
stand of silver beech trees and other native trees and shrublands. And we
recommend that a practical poled access route be provided for, firom the proposec
legal road access, to the new “SRI1” area or to the upper parts of Matata Scenic
Reserve.

2.1.3  The Branch strongly recommends that approximately 32ha “SR2” be restored or
retained as a Scenic Reserve and included in Mt Nimrod Scenic Reserve. We
also recommend additional areas, higher up, which have ecological and
landscape significance, be included in this reserve as well. If that does not occur
then they be protected by a suitable conservation covenant.

And the Branch would also recommend that a south-facing slope, with a good
cover of native vegetation, between the legal access way and the SR2 area be
included in Mt Nimrod Scenic Reserve as well, or separately protected by a
conservation covenant.

Also a practical poled foot access route be provided to “SR2” area from the
proposed legal road access-way.

N
N
=)

The Branch would recommend that the interesting high rocky outcrops, jusi south
of the legal road access-way, be given protection, either by inclusion within
“SRI” or by a protective conservation and landscape covenont.
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As mentioned above, the Branch recommends that the stond of rare silver beech
irees be protecied, p;‘ﬁ]%"ﬁblj) by inclusion within SR1, or by o separate protective
conservaiion covenani

The Branch recommends thar stonds of bush, including broadleaf trees and
shirublands, along stream margins, as well as the rocky river environment and
waterfall, be protected, preferable by inclusion within SR2, or by a proteciive
conservation covenant,

The Branch recommends that bush and shrublands, which cve habitais for the
critically endangered jeweled gecko, also be protected from clearance, preferably
by inclusion within the “SR2” reserve, or by a protective conservation covenarit.

The Branch recommends that a souih facing slope, beiween the proposed legul
road access and the SR2 extension to Mi Nimrod Scenic Reserve, be protected
preferably by inclusion within the Mi Nimrod Scenic Reserve, or by a protective
covenant. (As mentioned above)

The Branch recommends that the small stand of native trees, on the east side of
the Back Line Road, be protecied and fenced out.

The Branch does not oppose the proposal io fieehold the Pastoral Leasehold
land, which is adjacent to Motukaika Road.

2.2.1a The Branch fully supports the provision of public access, “a-b-c”, for walkers at
least. And recommends that there be access for non-motorised vehicles and
possibly horses, from the Back Line Road, through to the easement, “e-f” and “b-
d”, and then to the proposed legal road access-way.

However, the Branch recommends that there be poled foot access, from the
proposed legal road access-way, to both the SRI extension of Matata Scenic
Reserve, and across to the SR2 extension of Mt Nimrod Scenic Reserve. And we
also recommend that there be a direct poled foot access route, firom Mt Nimrod
Scenic Reserve, to the CA1 Conservation area higher up.

2.2.1b The Branch fully supports the easements “b-d” and “e-f” for vehicles for
Management puiposes. And this easement should also be available for mountain
bikes, and walkers as well.

The Branch recomimends that !egal road access to the Mt Nimrod Scenic Reserve,
be resolved within the time frome jfor completing the review of tenure for this
property.
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to ensure the v th

term. Not Gzﬁy If:ﬂ: the bener: ‘i‘ an ;,, enjoyment of i e present gene e*”t, ion but iso for future
generations tha us. So that future generations will still be a‘bl@ to see, and
appreciate som al ecosystemns and landscapes that we have been
privileged to experience and enjoy.

And, the Branch would like to thank again Graham and Vicky Paiterson, most warmly,
for alowmg our group the opportunity to see over fch of the Mt Nimrod Pastoral

Lease. Their management of the existing values of natzve grasslands, special plants and
native trees, on Mt Nimrod, was particularly pleasing to see. And their efforts, to
maintain the property largely free of wilding trees and keeping animal pests down to low
numbers, was also commendable.

The Branch awaits with much interest the final decisions on the review of this tenure of
Mt Nimrod. And we trust full consideration will be given to this submission from the
South Canterbury Branch, Royal Forest and Bird Protection Society of NZ Inc, along with
those other interested groups.

Y OUI‘,S«»SifI/éGIGIy

ﬁ*lasel Ross
Branch Field Officer (Voluntary)

SC Branch, RF&BP Society of NZ Inc.
29a Nile St

Timaru 7910

03 6843382

Email: fraserross@paradise.net.nz

F&B SC it Nimrod TR subm 16.03.10 #2 8



RELEASED UNDER THE OFFICIAL INFORMATION ACT

Submission 18

TR 80 Mt Nimrod 8_7.5 report - public submissions 210710



o s >y
RELEASED UNDER THE OFFICIAL INFORMATION ACT QN\L}’Z)/}///K\;B/CWQ/ ) /}S

s (\',)UQ/ AOm
NS 0,

L.
[

/

Background

Mt Nimrod is a pastoral lease of about 1,807 ha located on the eastern flank of the Hunter Hills,
approximately 25 km west of Timaru on Backline Road. 1t is a low- to mid-altitude hill and high
country property rising from jusi under 300 masl at the Backline Road boundary to just over
1,000 masl at the northwest boundary. Most of the land lies between 500 and 800 masl. Itisa
highly visible lead-in to the extensive protected hinterland of the Hunier Hills Conservation
Area along the Hunter Hills Range. iMost significantly, it forms the lead-in to the premier
summit in Souih Canterbury, Mit Nimrod {1,525 masl).

Conservation Resources

The LINZ Conservation Resources Report and the submission by the South Canterbury Branch of
the Royal Forest and Bird Society of New Zealand provide comprehensive descriptions of the
conservation resources and assessments of their Significant Inherent Values (S1Vs). The
Preliminary Proposal also has a useful summary of conservation values. The Canterbury/Aoraki
Conservation Board {(CACB) will not reiterate the details of these descriptions and observations.

Mt Nimrod Pastoral Lease is a complex mosaic of landscapes, landforms and plant and animal
associations and communities, both significantly natural and significantly modified through
pastoral farming operations. Consequently, it has a relatively complex mosaic of areas with and
without ecological and/or landscape SIVs. This has resulted in a difficult challenge to ensure
designations which provide the opportunity for financially viable farming on the one hand, and
full protection of significant areas with ecological and landscape values plus public access for
recreation opportunities, on the other.

Viable Stewardship

Viable stewardship, the successful integration of profit and protection objectives in a socially
acceptable framework, is the hest option for most of the landscapes of Mi Nimrod ie, the
designated 1,400 ha proposed for freehold pastoral farming. The leasees have demonstrated
that they have the attitude and ability to continue to successfully follow ihis three-way
approach.

Safeguarding the current significant levels of SIVs and overall naturalness of the proposed
freehold in the long term is a highly desirable objective. The CACB is confident that the leasees’
management will facilitate this; excellent ground covers indicate that their grazing management
Contact for Service:

Brenda Preston (bpreston(@doc.govt.nz)

Board Liaison Officer, Department of Conservation

Private Bag 4715

133 Victoria Street, Christchurch

Telephone 03-371 3756
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ensures substantial pasiure residuals and survival and vigour of short tussock (Festuca novae
zealandiae) at lower altitudes and tall tussock (Chionochloa rigida) at higher aliitudes (800
1,000 masl) as weli as a range of native shruly and herbaceous species (eg, Dracophyllums,
Conrosrnas and Celmesias).

Conventional development through pasture improvement of this type of countiy involves aerial
oveisowing of unsprayed areas with improved pasiure species, topdressing and subdivision to
enable judicious, timely grazing of the contrasiing landscape units. A significant level of
naturalness can be retained. This is the approach and result achieved by the leasees and they
plan to continue in this way.

Unfortunately, there is no guaraniee that this naiuralness will be retained if ownership changes.
1t will be lost if blanket spray/oversow technology is used for pasture improvement.

Special Condition Covenan commendeard

We refer to the Values Map in the Designations Plan for it Nirnrod. CAL will commendably
proiect 257 ha with both ecological and landscape SIVs across the higher altitude part of the
lease in the upper caichment of the White Rock River and the southwest catchment of Nimrod
Stream. This area of SIVs is actually contiguous across the proposed freehold area and includes
the upper catchment of the unnamed tributary of the White Rock River in the north of the
property, an area of at least 200 ha.

The CACB strongly recommends that a special conditions covenant banning the use of blanket
spraying and burning is imposed on the area contiguous with CAL, as described. This is
essential to increase the probability of the long term retention of the tall tussock, shrubs, herbs
and forest remnants of this area under grazed-grasstand management.

We also recommend negotiations to extend this covenant over those lower-altitude areas too
steep for conventional culiivation or direct drilling. Spot spraying for weed control should
remain acceptable.

Farm Management Flexibility

Whilst most of the Crown Lease is too steep and/or inaccessible for intensive development hy
conventional cultivation or direct drilling, several freehold paddocks near the homestead and
Mt Nimrod Reserve and a small area of leasehold on Motukaika Road are farmed more
intensively. Further developments/improvements of these gentle-contour areas are possible
and planned {eg, more use of lucerne). The continuing improvement and integration of these
areas within the whole-farm operation is encouraged in order to help maintain the sustainable
management of the hill blocks.

Proposed Scenic Reserves

SR1 (37 ha approx) provides a valuable extension of protection upstream from the existing
Matiata Reserve. [t contains forest remnants and some intact tussock grassland. We strongly
support its restoration as a scenic reserve.

SR2 {32 ha) which extends protection of SIVs upstream from the existing Mt Nimrod Reseive,
contains forest remnants and a prominent rocky knob. We stiongly support iis restoration as a
Scenic Reserve,

Contact for Service:

Brenda Preston (bpreston@doc.eovinz)

Board Liaison Officer, Department of Consesvation
Private Bag 4715

133 Victoria Street, Christchurch

Telephone 03-371 3756
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We questioned the absence in the Proposal of a corridor of conseivation land connecting the

Scenic Reserve SR2 with CAL. This would enable a desirable continuous protected altitudinal

seqguence from about 300 masl on the boundary of Mt Nimiod Reserve to 1,525 masl on the

summii of Mt Mimrod, following the White Rock River Caichment. We balanced the value of

this against the following criteria:

The patchy/disjointed distributions of areas with SIVs between SRZ and CA1L,

the strong negative impaci that such a corridor will have on farm management

operations, and

3 confidence that SIVs will be significanily retained under the grazed-grassland
management.

N

Our decision is to support the proposed demarcations in the Preliminary Proposal.

Proposed Easements for Access

1 We agree ihat the proposed Easement a-b-¢, a legal road, is highly desirable and
available for the public and for conservation purposes — for foot, horse and non-
motorised vehicles (ie, not motorized vehicles).

2 We agree thai the proposed vehicle access Easement b-d and e-f, should be for
conservation management purposes only (ie, not for public access).

Mt Nimrod Peak is a popular walking destination and it offers a magnificent view from the top —

a scarcely to be rivalled panorama of much of South Canterbury from the sea to the Main
Divide. Public access to the top is most imporiant and is only available through Mt Nimrod
Station (Easement a-b-c provides this).

We are aware of the desire expressed by some parties for another access route to the top of Mt

Nimrod beside the legal road. We find it difficuit to argue for another legal route to the top
which would only run parallel to the existing legal road and would probably impede farm
operations. The present runholders readily grant permission to parties wanting to ascend Mt
Nimrod by the desired parallel route.

Nevertheless, we suggest that the leasees are approached to sound out whether or not they
would be agreeable to another easement.

Conclusion

The proposed tenure review will result in the protection of significant areas (CAZ, SR1, SR2)
with high and potentially high SIVs, while ensuring that a viable, pastoral farming operation can
continue and improve. An acceptable balance will result, particularly if the suggested special-
condition covenant is imposed.

We expect the Substantive Proposal to have a relatively close similarity to the Preliminary
Proposal.

Prepared by John M Keoghan
On behalf of the Canterbury/Aoraki Conservation Board

18 March 2010

Contact for Service:
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