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INTROBUGTION. . L

The Mt Oxford Crown Land block (ex-pastoral lease) occupies 16855 ha In the Canterbury
foothills about 10 km north of Oxford. Three parallel streams (Keats, Oxford and Big Ben
Streams) drain the eastern slopss of Mt Oxford and flow into the Ashley River in the
convoluted Upper Ashlay Gorge. A further 123 ha of Crown Land (ex-Licence to Graze LG
566) adjoins the south westaern comer of the lease above Big Ben Saddle. This area drains
into a small tributary of Coopers Creak. Oxford Hill {1340m a.s.l), at the head of Keats
Stream, is the highest point on the lease. A small station hut is located at the eastern most
polnt of the laase near the Ashley Rlver and marks the lowest point at 385m a.s 1.

Extensive erosion is evidant on the drier slopes of the Keats Stream catchment. In the mid
1980's a North Canterbury Catchment Board Run Plan recommended the Keats Stream
catchment be fenced and retirad from grazing in response to concerns about ongoing
arcaion In this vallay.

The property lies within the Oxford District In the Cantarbury Foothills Ecological Region.
This district has not been surveyad as part of the Protected Natural Areas Programmae.

The property adjoins the Oxford Conservation Area to the west and Mt Pember Pastoral
Lease to the north. The Ashlsy Rlver forms the eastern boundary and freehold land lles to
the south and eaest of the property.

PART & SRR I : o
INHERENT . VAKNES: ‘UESRRUFIAN. OF | CONSERVATION REGOURGES: -AND
ASSESSMENT OFSIBNIRGANGE | | o

NI I

2.1 Landscape

Tha Mt Oxford block is located within the front rangelands that overlook the North
Canterbury plaing, about 10km north of the rural township of Oxford.

The Crown Land is within the Oxford Ecological District, which Is typified by complex
geology, broken topography, and a moderate ralnfall that supports a diverse mixture
of vegetation types. A distinctive feature of this property is the recurring emargance
of side valleys into the main valley system.

The property contains a diverse mixture of plant associations, many of which have
basn induced by previous human intervention. The diffarences between the varying
mosalcs of plant communitles would gradually become lese distinguishable as more
areas, through secondary successlon, revart back to native shrublands. After this
seral phase the reversion back to a natural state would tend to become slower as the
beach seedlings smerge through the manuka shrubland canopy.
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For the assessment of significant inherent landscape valuss the area is divided into
flve landscape units:

Landscape Unit 1 — Ashley Gorgoe Facea

This landscape unit incorporates the stesp eastern faces that overiook the Ashley
River which flows out to the outwash plain by way of a winding gorge. As waell as the
steep gorge faces, this unit includes the lower section of the threes main side valleys
that merge with the Ashley River gorge within the boundaries of the Mt Oxford crown
land. The lowsr sactions of the Blg Ban Stream, Oxford Creek and Keats Stream are
all highly visible from the Lees Valley Road, which follows a tortuous route around
tha face opposite Mt Oxford, at about the 600m. contour.

The cross-profile of the Ashley River gorge ls asymmetrical with evenly pitched
slopes being the dominant feature on the Mt Oxford side, while on the opposlite side
of the river there is a sequence of narrow spurs around which the river takes a
circuitous route. The main slde vallays smerge with the Ashley River by way of
narrow v-shapad gorges. The Keats Stream confluence is the most etriking as it
enters the Ashley River via high outcropping of stratified rock. Tha gorge-like
charactarlatica continue for another 6km east of the property.

The vegetation pattemn is strongly influenced by previous pastoralism with the
axlsting ground cover being a mosaic of plant communities that are at varying stages
of raganeration. The general pattern in the succession cycle back to a natural state
consists of manuka shrublands on the dark faces supplemented by bracken fern and
Coprosma. On the opposite sunny slopes modified short tussock grasslands are the
main cover with tha lower sunny slopss fraquently being colonized by manuka and
gorse. On the atesper dark faces where the namow ridgelinas have formed a natural
fire control line there still ramain large tracts of beach forest.

Tha most conspicuous human modification Is the access tracking, with the zlgzrag
track on the steep face between Oxford and Keats Stream compromising the Ashley
Rivar gorge’s landacape/scenic/recreational values.

This unlt conveys moderately high landscape values attributable to the legibility of the
natural processes, aspeclally the recurring emergence of the side valieys Into the
maln Ashley vallay. This unit is also memorable owing to the strong sense of visual
enclosure produced by the stesp-sided slopes, while the mixture of plant
communities s alao a distinctive feature.

In many raspects this unit typifies the interface betwesn natural areas and human
intervention with the plant communities being a mosalc of varying successlonal
stages. These stages follow a sequence of rapid reversion of fern land into manuka
shrubland, followed by a slower phase Into the beach forest. The diversity and the
dynamics In the composition of the vegetation is a feature of this unit. The gorse has
a modlfylng effact on the quality of the landscape.

This unit has a high visual resource value owing to the dramatic river gorge that can
be sesn from the elevated Lees Valley Road that sidles around the opposite side of
the gorge. This road provides views Into the side valleys of the property.
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The activities and changes in land use that have tha potential to have an adverse
effect on this unlt Include:

+ Further infastatlon of gorse. The existing patches of gorse should be
contained and possibly used as a nursery crop to help expadita the
successional proceas back to a climax native covar.

= Introduction of a monocultural land use such as plantation forestry Into such
a complex [andscape.

¢ Further loss and decline of beech forest through fire and understory grazing
of stock.

= Further high Impact tracking, especlally where zigzags are required to gain
immaediate height.

* Loss of seml wildemess characteristics through the introduction of
conspicuous "bulit” alamants.

Landscaps Unlt 2 — Keats Stream

This unit includes the upper and mid sections of Keats Stream, which is a major
catchmeant at the northern end of the pastoral lsase. The highest polnt within this
catchment la Oxford Hill (1,340m.asl.}, which forms a prominent dome at the head of
the valley. Extending out from this high point are two parallel ridgslines, which
gradually fall towards the Ashley River gorge in the sast.

This side valley contains a series of small side spurs around which the Keats Stream
winds before antering the Ashley River via a constricted gorge. WIthin the upper
catchment on the drier slopes there is sxtensive wind erosion with some individual
scroe chutes spanning at least half the langth of the side slopes.

Tha vegstation is influenced by pravious pastoralism, with a large proportion of the
darker slopes stlll clad in beach forest having escaped eartler fires. The margins of
the formsted area are convoluted and tand to follow old fire lines. On the opposita
drier sunny slopes the composition of the vegetation graduaily changes, depending
on altitude and stability of tha underlying geology. The mid saction of these slopes is
coverad [n modified short tussock with extenslve Coprosma shrublands recruiting the
base of the slopss. These shrublands probably occupy the original geographic range
of the beech forest. On the drer slopes thera are still several large remnants of
beech forest, usually contalned within the natural folds that hava sheltered the forest
from periodic fires. Above the 900m contour there is a change In the vegstative
cover from a sward of grasslands to patchy manuka shrublands. Thesa shrublands
are supplemeanted with Hebe and Coprosma.

This unit has moderately high landscaps values due to the presence of a large tract
of beech forest on the shady faces and within fire sheltered pockets on the sunny
slopes. The bottom section of the valley has wide and scenic characteristics, with
the straam emerging Into the main valley by the way of a narrow gorge.

Thiz side vallsy, in a widar context, makes a positive contribution to the original
character of the Oxford Ecologlcal District, with inherent values becoming more
coherant since the valley has been retired from all grazing.

This unit has modarate visual resource value as vlews from the Lees Valley Road
Into the Keats Stream catchment are interrupted due to the v-shaped characteristics
of the lower saction of this side valley.

ClICCO43965 4
Mt Oniford Conkervation Resourcos Repoit
12 Septeunber 2002




The activities and changes in land use that have the potential to lavecan adverse
affact on this unlt include:
« Further encroachment of gorse on the sunny slopes either in block form.or as
outliers. R
+ Any Intervention in the natural regeneration of the manuka shrublands back to
climax beech forest.
« Spread of wilding plnes (thera are cons-bearing pines In close vicinity to this
catchment).
+ Any "buit” elements that would compromise the existing seml-wilderness
qualitieg of this catchment.

Landscape Unit 3 — Oxford Creek

This unit comprises the upper and mid sactions of tha Oxford Creak valley which is
the cantral major catchment that feeds into the Ashley River on the propsrty. The
cross- profile of the valley |s typically narrow and v-shapad. At the haad of the valley
there are a number of angulated side spurs that create small trlbutary catchments
that link up at about the 800m contour to form tha maln stem of the Oxford Stream.
In the mid reaches the stream flows over a bed load of loose gravel before
connecting up with the Ashlsy River by the way of a narrow gorge.

Similar to the adjoining side vallays the vagetative cover within the Oxford Stream
catchment is in an Induced state, primarily attributable to the effects of previous
pastoral farming. The shady slopes are clad In altermating remnants of beech forest
and advanced manuka shrublands, with a presence of prickly shleldfern and
Coprosma. The higher amall tributariek are covered in Cassinia shrublands
supplemented by Dracophyllum and Coprosma. On the opposite sunny mid slopes
thers [s strong reversion back to a natural state with gray native shrublands starting
to recrult the short tussocklands. Similar to the neighbouring Keats Stream
catchment these shrublands are re-establishing over the natural gecgraphic range of
the mountain bsach. In the headwaters of the catchment, above 800m.asl, the
vegetative cover ig predominantly modlified short tuseock, Interspersed with deplsted
snow tussock and the occasional golden speargrass and Coprosma.

Several tracks have been formed to provide stock access to the upper and middle
sections of this valley, with the tracks skirting above pockets of sheet ercsion.

The landscape values contained within this unit are moderately high owing to the
large component of native ground cover and natural processes dominating over
human occupation. Although the landscaps does not have any vivid or outstanding
features It Is representative of the front rangelands with its v-shaped profile and
diverse mosaic of plant assaclations.

This unit has high visual resource value owing to the strong senss of visual
contalnment with views from the Lees Valley Road baing channeled towards the end
of this valley.

The activities and changes In land use that have the potential to have an adverse
effect on thls unit Include:

Any spread of wiiding pines.

Encroachment of gorse either in block form or as outllers.

Further zlgzag tracking.

Any impadiment to the natural regeneration of the beech forest.
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Landscape Unit 4 — Big Ben Stream

This unit encompaseas the large basin-like vailey at the southem end of the property.
The highest point is 800m.asl. on the southem boundary ridgsline that drops rapldly
to form the Blg Ben Saddle which is the watershed betwesn the East Branch
Coopers Creek and Big Ben Stream.

This side vallay is characterlsed by having a wide v-shaped cross section, which
rasults in more rounded topography. These tralts are possibly most consplcuous on
the rolling country around the Big Ben Saddle. Close to the summit there Is an
occasional cutcropping of rock along with stable scrae faces.

Leading off the south ridgellne thers is a lateral spur that descends to the Ashlay
Rlver. This prominant spur forms the property’s southeast boundary.

The vegetative pattern within this unit is more marked than in the other side valleys
with a clearar definltlon batwean the various plant associations. The shady slopes
are clad in almost continuous beech forest with the outer adges belng convolutad by
previous fires. The unnatural gaps along the forest margins are being colonized by
manuka shrublands, while modified grasslands occupy the enclaves within the upper
limits to the beech forest. At the head of the valley thare are substantlal fingers of
beech that extand from the maln forests.

On the opposing sunny and gentlar slopes the vegatative cover is dominated by
modified short tussock with the condition of the grassland depending on stock
pressure. Over these sunny slopes thare is considerable gorse infestation, which In
some areas is checking the natural regenaration back to beech forest.

Thare is a substantial network of tracks that link up at the Big Ben Saddle where
accesa to the property Is obtained via Sladdens Bush Road

This unit contrasts markedly with landscape units 2 and 3 owing to the overall
impression of spaciousness of the uppar basin. The Inhersnt values have been
reduced dus to the high exotic component of the grasslands and the wide distribution
of gorse over the “easy” country. Over ths corrssponding darker faces the
continuous beech forest acts as a strking foil against the more modified pastoral
country.

This unit has a moderataly high visual resource valus as extenslve areas of the
catchmeant can be viewad from various vantage points along the elevated Lees Valley
Road.

The activities and changes in land use that have the potential o have an adverse
effact on this unlt include:

» Decline in the ecological heaith of the baech forest.

» Further infestation of gorse across the modified short tussock graasfands.

=  Furthar tracking over the thinner solls on the slopes.

Landscape Unit 8 — ex-LG 568

This unit encompasses the 123 hectares in ex-LG 565. This block of land abuts
landscape Unlt 4 to the north-east and the Oxford Conservation Area to the north-
west. The unit's most prominent physical feature is the namow ridgeline that projecta
out from the high country and then abruptly falls to a secondary ridge at the southem
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end of the block, where the parcel of land is a mere “tongue” of broken country. The
gouth-sast corner of the unit comprises the uppsr sactlon of a basin, which is one of
the primary sources for Coopers Creek. This unit forms part of the band of high hills
that is the transition batween the North Canterbury front rangetands and the outwash
plains.

The vegetative pattern over this broken country is relatively fragmented, with a large
percentage of the main ridgeline being clad In mountain baech forest with a presence
of totara. The balance of the area {8 clad in either manuka shrublands or broadieaf
with short tussock grassland above Big Ben Saddle. There is gorse below the track
up to Blg Ben Saddle.

Around the permeters of the unit plantation forestry ls Increasingly becoming a
dominant land use with much of the marginal grazing country now being planted In
blocks of pines.

This small unit should not be considerad as a separate adjunct but as a significant
component of the wider natural area network. Being contiguous with both the Oxford
Forest Conservation Area and the Mt Oxford crown land block, an opportunity is
provided to esstablish a cohssive natural area, which has boundaries that are both
mesaningful in a landscape and land managemaent context.

This unit has a moderately high visual resource value as it forms the middle ground
that can bae viewed from many of the roads that criss-cross the plains. Additionally
the prominent ridgeline forma the Immediate backdrop when viewed within the
Coopers Creek catchment and public car park area.

Tha activities and changes in land use that have the potential to have an adverse
offact on this unit inciude:
« Further infestation of gorse.
» The spread of wilding pines through shrublands.
« Any major changes in land use to the main ridgellne, which Is visually
prominent from a numbar of vantage points.

2.2 Landforms & Geology

The solls are skelatal yellow brown earths derived from greywacke-sandstones. The
steop greywacke mountain alopes are wall dissected and quite rugged with exposures
of bed rock and some sheet erosion. An erodable substrate derived from shattered
argillites, s present In upper sactions of Keats Stream and to a lesser extent in the
upper Oxford and Big Ben valleys. Intrusive volcanic bedrock is exposed in low bluffs
where it meets tha Ashlesy River ag. tha north side of Keats Stream where it enters the
Ashlay River,

2.3 Cllmate

The Oxford Digtrict generally recelves a rainfall of 1000-1200mm per annum.
Summaears are warm with occasional hot fohn north-westerilas. Winters are cool with
frequent frosts and occaslonal light snowfalls.
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2.4  Vagetation
2.4.1 Original vegetation

Most of the proparty would have been covered in beech forest In the pre-European
ara, with some alpine vegetation around QOxford Hill above the natural bushline.

24,2 Vegetation communitias

Tha prasent vegatation cover Is dominated by beech forests on the shady faces of all
four catchments on the property. The advant of pastoralism resufted in burning off
most of the forest cover on the sunny faces apart from protectad gullies where the
forest escaped the fires. When the sunny faces were cleared of forest, short tussock
grassland would have colonised the slopes. Howavar the stespness of tha terrain,
good rainfall, unstable substrate and a plentiful indigenous seed source has
comblnad to encourage a rapid regeneration of the indigenous scrubby vegstation at
the expansae of productive fammland. In the absence of fire, beech saplings would
aventually emerge through the scrub and slowly re-astablish as besch forast,

At pragent, some of the sunny faces are covered In considerable areas of short
tussock grassland with tonguea of grey shrubland particularly in the gullies and on
the bush margins where succession and regeneratlon Is taking place. The sunny
faces of the Blg Ban catchmant have the mosat extensive areas of short tussock
grassland with the other catchments having smaller grassy clearings that are rapidly
belng recolonised by shrublands.

The vegetation communitiss may be summarised as follows:

’ Forest

. Shrublands

. Tall tuesock grassland / herbfield

. Adventive and short tussock grasslands
Forest

Over half the property is dominated by beech forest (mountain and black beech
Nothofagus solandr) growing particularly on the shady faces and sheltered gullias.
The forast Is tall at lower altftudes and bacomes shorter and more stunted at higher
alttudes and on exposed spurs. Sometimes podocarps ars present. Young totara
(Podocarpus totara) are present near the bushline at the head of Oxford Creak and
broadleaf (Griselinia littoralis) seedlings are common. Tall totara trees surrounded by
many totara saplings are presant on the adge of the beech forest near Ashlay Saddle
In the headwaters of Coopers Creek {East Branch).

Pockets of rimu (Dacrydium cupressinum) are likely to be present in shelterad gulies
amongst heech forest as they are common in gullies of the nearby Mt Thomas and
Mt Grey Forests (Jane, 1985) and also In the adjacent Oxford Forest (Jane, 1887).
Pokaka (Elaecarpus hookerianus) Ia present at the southern and of ax-LG 565 along
with weeping matipo (Myrsine divaricata), lancewood (Pseudopanax crassifolus),
mahoe (Mellcytus ramiflorus) and Coprosma propingua on the adge of baech forest
In damp gullies In beech forest five finger (Pseudopanax arboreus), broadleaf,
marbleleaf (Carpodetus sorratus) and numerous ferns are common. Where bsech
forest grows on the dry rocky substrate there is only a sparse understoray of mingi
mingl {Leucopogon fasciculatus), Coprosma linariifolia, lancewood and Corokla
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cotoneaster. Scatterad groups of cabbage treas (Cordyline australis) are present on
open sites amongst grey scrub or In the short tussock grassland. In other areas
glades of marbleleaf trees occupy similar open situations. Broadleaf trees ara
common particularly whars succession is advanced.

Many of the beach tree trunks are covered by the black sooty mould fungus that
results in the production of honey dew.

Shrublands / Grey Scrub

Grey scrub ts the term used to describe a mixed community of divaricating shrubs
which have an overall fine-taxtured, bushy, grey-brown appearance. On thia property
these shrublands occupy land that once supportad besch forest and are the first step
In the regenerating process returning the induced grassland to shrubland and
aventually beech forest. The grey acrub often forms a mosiac with manuka, bracken
and goree on sunny slopss. The deciduous Fuchsia excorticata and tutu {Corlarfa
sarmentosa) occupy damp well drainad depressions on sunny slopes and their
reddish hue adds to the mosaic of colour in tha scrub.

The grey scrub on the property contains a diverse array of coprosma species
Including Coprosma propinqua, C. pseudocuneata, C. sp 't, C. interfexta and C.
obconica. Other divaricating shrubs commonly present include Arstotella fruticosa,
Fseudopanax anomulus, Corokda cotoneaster and matagouri (Discaria tournatou).
Woeeping matipo in occaslonally present on bush margina and Meficytus alpinus
occuples dry rocky sites in short tussock grassland.

Scatterad plants of cottonwood (Ozothamnus fulvida) and Gaultharia antipoda oceur
in epen situations. Broadleaf, matagourl, fuchsla, marblaleaf and mahos are common
near bush marging. Dracophyflum acerosum forms a dense and colourful mosaic
above the besch forest at the head of Keats and Oxford Streams. Snow totara
{Podocarpus nivalis) is occaslonally prasant on exposad sites.

Gorse forms a significant cover on soma parts of the property. The worst areas of
gorse infestation are on ex-L.G 585 below the 4wd track which provides accees to the
property, in the Ashley Gorge on the faces batween Big Ben and Keats Streams and
on the sunny grassland faces of Blg Ban Stream. From a conservation point of view
gorse |s not a problam whera there is a nearby sead source of Indigenous trees and
shrubs. It serves as an excellent nuree crop and will rapidly be overtopped and
shaded out by the Indigenous vegetation. This is already happening In the Ashley
Qorga whara the gorse is completely surrounded by native shrublands and beech
forest. Regeneration would be slower where grassland surrounds the gorse as in
some areas of the sunny faces of the upper Big Ben Stream. However, even here
rogeneration of the Indigenous vegetation would eventually occur W natural
succession was allowed to take place.

Tall tussock grassland / harbfleld

The only alpine vegetation on the property is around the trig and telecommunications
tower on Oxford Hill. A mixed tall tussock grassland / herbfield covers the area
dominated by slim leaved snow tussock (Chionochloa macra) and Dracophyfium
acarosum. Celmisias (Celmisia Iyallii, C. spectabilis, C. angustifolfa, C. discolor} are
scattered throughout. Other small woody plante and herbs present include
Pentachondra pumnila, Gaultherla novae-zelandlae, G. crassa, Kelleria dieffenbachii,
Myrsine nummularia, Lycopodium fastigiatum and Coprosma atropurpurea. Gantlans,
blue tussock (FPoa colensofy and woolly moss (Racomitrum lanuginosum) are
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common intertussock species. Lowar down mixed Dracophyllum / tall tussock forms
a densa cover with occasional Astelia nervosa, Aciphylla aures, Hebe odora and
Hebe venustula scattered throughaout.

Adventive and short tussock graaslands

Short tussock grasslands clothe parts of the sunny faces of the three valleys draining
into the Ashley Rivaer. Howsver, on the Keats and Oxford faces recolonisation by
manuka and coprosma shrublands is well advanced. Extensiva areas of short
tussock grassland still exist on the sunny faces of the upper Big Ben Valley and
extend around on to the ex-LG above Big Ben Saddle. On the Big Ben facas thers
are patches of gorse and regeneration of manuka and coprosma scrub is well
advanced In places, espacially in the gullies. Gorse ig particularly dense on the
middle section of the 4WD track leading down the boundary spur of Big Ben Stream.

The short tussock grassland Is dominated by silver tussock (Poa cifa) with the exotic
grasses browntop (Agrostis capiifaris) and aweat vernal (Anthoxanthum odoratum)
providing the maln Intertussock cover. Fescue tussock (Festuca novas-zelandiae) is
prasant on higher slopes. Therae is no elgn of any clover or othar ovarsown spacies.
Of particular note Ia the virtual absence of hawkweeds. Only one very small patch
was noted on a 4WD track.

Areas of short tussock grassland extend up to Ashley Saddle. Above this altitude
grassland areas are dominated by tall tussock.

Fauna

Blrds seen or heard during the vegetation and landacapa surveys wars notad. These
included the New Zsaland falcon, ballbirds and grey warblers. Other native birds
likaly to be present include harmrier hawka, fantalls and paradise shelducks.

Shortfin esls, longfin eels, torrentfish, koarc, inanga, Canterbury galaxies, upland
bully, common bully, giant bully, Chinook Salmon, Common Smelt and Brown Trout
have all been found In the Ashley catchment and could expected to be in Big Ben,
Oxford and Keata Streams.

Historlc

Thera are no known historlc sltes within the Crown Land. There is a small station hut
near the Ashley River at the eastern most point of the proparty but this is just outside
the Crown Land boundary.

Public Recreation
Physical Characteristics

The proparty covers the eastern slopas of Mt Oxford. Well definad spurs descend
eastwards down to the Ashley Gorge. The spurs and iributaries of the ex-LG daacend
southwards into Coopers Creek. The area has considerable potential for tramping
and mountain biking but Is not readily accessible from public roads. To galn access
from tha Lees Valley Road would require wading up the Ashley River from the Middle
bridge In the Ashlsy Gorge or dropping down off the Lees Valley Road through
frmahold land to the River and crossing the River to the block.
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2.7.2 Legal Access

The maln vehicle access on to the property is to Big Ben Saddls via a 4WD track
extension of Sladdena Bush Road. There Ia a lagal road, which the formed track may
follow. Thare is also a legal road (unformed) access up the Ashley River from Middim
Bridge in the Ashley Gorga. The bottorn of the ex-LG can ba accessed by a legal road
axtansion of Mountain Road.

2.7.3 Activitlen

There |s conslderabls use of the Mt Oxford area by WHlking groups, particularly
school and scout groups based In nearby lodges. The western boundary of the
Crown Land Is a popular walking route, in conjunction with trips over Mt Oxford.

From a public perspective this property has considerable potential, either to be
enjoyed in a passive sense from the viewpoints along the Less Valleay Road, or as a
backdrop for water-based activities such as whits-water kayaking. The property also
provides the potential to expand the local tramping and mountain blking network.
Trips are possible over the spure and valieys of the property from Lees Valley over
Mt Oxford to Coopers Cresk or linking with the Wharfdale Track. From Oxford Hill
panoramic views may be gained of Leea Vallay, the mountains of the Puketeraki
Range and Banks Peninsula acroas the plains.

Although there are many dozed fencelines and tracks originating at Big Ben Saddls
none are presently drivable apart from 2km along the track leading east along the
boundary spur. However, these tracks could be useful for mountain blking.

Hunting {dear, pigs) Ia alao popular in the area.

3.1

3.2

Consultation

Maeatings wara held In Timaru on 10 Septambar 2002 and In Christchurch on 11
September 2002 with non-government organisations to discuss properties in the
tanure roview programme. Comments on Mt Oxford included:

= (Good vegetation around the top of Mt Oxford.

» The river is a natural boundary with access up from the middle bridge.

» The area is slgnificant to local hunters as it backs onto Conservation Areas.

» |t would be good to have a contiguous protected land aystem from Mt Oxford

to Mt Thomas.
s Access to the tops would be good.
= Marginal strip lssuss nead to be resolved

District Plans
The Walmakarin District Plan includes the property In the “Ashley Gorge Outstanding

Landscape Area”. The protection of ridges, prominent landforms, vegetation cover
and views are the maln objectives of this landscape area.
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3.3 Consesrvation Management Strategles & Plans
The Mt Oxford Crown Land and ex-LG 585 are within the Puketeraki unit of the
Cantarbury Consarvation Management Strategy. Relevant objactives for thls unit are
listed as:
= To identify the significant native vagstation and threatened species.

+ To use effective and efficient means to protect a representative ranga of indigenous
biodiversity.

P

FART 4
MAPSETG,
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4.2  lllustrative Maps
4.2.1 Topo/Cadastral (attached)
4.2.2 Values (attached)

4.2.3 Landscape Units and Photos.
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LUL: Tooking ap the Ashloy River Gorpe, directly alove e
clovited Leos Villey Road. The most striking fentime 13 (e moswic of
varymng plant communities, which roflact the difliorent stuges of

secondary succession buck to beech forest. RF‘ t ASFD UNDER .‘.HE
_ QFFICIAL INFORMATION ACT
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LUT:  The emergence of Keats Siream into the Ashley River
Gorge  The most dominant landseape element is the steep sided
slopes which help to convey a strong sense of visual containment

drrecting views up the side valleys. Note the extent of gorse
tieststion.




LU2: Lookng north-cast, down the kents Sirewm valley, with
Ladbiooks Hill 1 the background, The extont of croding: laad is
conlined to the sunny slopes while the opposiice darker faces ars clad in
beceh torest and ndvanced shrublands, This catchment Tas been retined

from grazing  Photo/OoC. ”';-ASFD UNDER THE
RE ON ACT
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U3 Tooking upstream, lower reaches of the Oxford Creck
calehiment, The diversity ingrownd cover 5 strongly influenced by
aspect, land stability, and previous farmung activitios. twould appear
that the wumproved grassiands are gradually beng recnited by oy
shirublands.




FU4; Tha Big Ben catclinen, close 1o the sudbdle, s a moe rounded
open characier that malkes thiy sude valley more amenabls to pastoral
farming Mixed shrublands are recruiting the deeper gullies and swiny
taces. Gorse infestahion 1s a major 1ssuc on this gentler tevrumn.

Photo/Txol,
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LUS: The lower “mnrgoe” of L0565 whure the beech [otest covers he
prominent ridgeline, but the vepetation becotnes morg lragmenled in the
[ower couniy  The south-casl corner would possihbly be conducive to a

produciion. land nse such s lorestry.




