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Crown Pastoral Land
Tenure Review

Lease name : Mt WHITE
Lease number : PC 060

Due Diligence Report
(including Status Report)
- Part 4

This report and attachments results from a pre-Tenure Review
assessment of the pastoral lease for the purpose of confirming land
available for Tenure Review and any issues, rights or obligations
attaching to it. The information is gathered from files and other sources
available to the LINZ contractor.

Part of the information relates to research on the status of the land,
resulting in a Status Report that is signed off by a LINZ approving officer.
The remainder of the information is not analysed for relevancy or possible
action until required, and LINZ does not guarantee its accuracy or
completeness as presented.

The report attached is released under the Official Information Act 1982.
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itlaea Séction:

Attention Mr Horse,

PART RUN 2751 MT WHITE

, _;A‘éeéréh}is ét:preaénﬁ béiﬁé ﬁddé”df Arfhur'é'Paés Natiﬁnai;?érkiand';
adjoining areas in connecticp‘with.thé.preparation of new N.Z.M.S. 177 -
Ga@astral_ﬂapa,énd,Run‘Plans ebe. .70 T P

_,; Theéé iB d6qbt\as:t6Athé=siatus of SQme:of the land involved and in-
cluded in the lease for Rum 275 Mt White. -The land which is coloured :
Pink en the attached litho 15 aleo included in R 3535 National ParkVPurposeg.

='Hy seér?h;ié as follogs?- -

Reserfe 3535,.150,000'écrea Naﬁioﬁal Park Gaz, 1§Q1, Ds 2034,
description of R 3535 in gazette (1901, p. 1026.temp.)‘include§
the area coloured pink on “the .attached 1litho, " S

At the time of the Gaz, for Res. 353541901, a lease for Run 2
the same area was in existances. . This lease, PR 99, ran 8 years from March-
1896 and was issued under the Land Act 1892, It is alao slgnigicant that when
the lease was renewed in 1904 for a further 3 years (PR 264) that it was only a
temporary licence undér 5.219 Landﬂ%ct 1892. - T : :

75 inclﬁding

8, 235‘Lﬁhd Act 1892 reads LcTEe:Goiernof“ﬁaj from time to time, either

by a general or, partlcular description and whether the same has be
oT noty reserve from sale tempararil » Botwithstanding that the s
then held under pastoral licence,- any Crown lands which in his op
quired for the following purposeste T -

en surveyed
ame may be
inion are re-

(5) For gardens, pérka,.domains. or.ﬁommons; or for the health, recreation,
: convenlence or amusement of the people, or for burlal grounds or cemeteries
or : : ' .

(6) etc. etc,

Could you please establish whether the above land is,

: in effect, part
Reserve 3535 National Park or part Run 275 with no tags. '

~ J.J. PATERSON (Sgn'd)
Mapping Divi;ion -
B . . 2 ¢5 -68 \.
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RESENT RECOMMENDATION OF ARTHUR'S PASS NATIONAL PARK BOARD - Ref, 8/6/1

F/577

.~ That an approach be made to thé CeC.L., Ch.Ch. to transfer control of
part of the Mt White Pastoral Run for addition to the park.™ '

Proposed Action by this Department (L. & S.) So Far - Ref. 8/6/1, 3/5873”

1« C/8 suggests‘thai~thé Chiaf>Pasﬁor£1 Lands'Offi6ér :hduldﬂbfén negbtiations
"with the owners of the fréehold_;ections.to\ezchange these for an equal are:
. of pastoral lease in the vicinlty of the Mt White homestead." S

2. When the freehold areas of the Riversdale land have_beeﬁ;exchanged,gthen the

~next atep would be to create all the Riversdale land as "Crown land held on-
pastoral lease,." i ;

(-

N.B.: Proposal 2 cannot be carried out in full since the major poftion of the

Riversdale area is already National Park land, but the freehold sections
within could be purchased or exchanged and declared to be part of the
Arthur's -Pass National Park, * The Riversdale area could then be leased
as a Pastoral Run part within Arthur's Pass National Park.
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- APPENDIX D
Criginally the freehold lands in Riveradale area wers held by Joseph

Hawdon.,

1903 Tran;fer from N,Z, lLoan and Hercantile Go, toiF.d. Savill 1903,

grant_edopo"

191C: Certificate of Titie
| D 172/357.

Transfer of R.8, 6711, 6712 and 6713 F.J, Bavill to J.F. Sthdholme
and McAlpine 1910 o , -

Hove the Vendor agreed to =611" and "esothe purchasers agreed to
purchase the goodwill of Mt White Run, Alse "the goodwill of the
temporary licence ef the Riversdale Run containing 22,000 acres'




























. lided by Mr Savage a3 fros’s search ¢f the preseat fastoral
" Leese of Movnt Whife (P.60 registersd as Volume 529, Tolio 73 tn L.T.0.) thig
aren is still part of thet Psstoral Lzase. This Paatoral Lesse ia for a
term.of 33 years ruueivg from 1 Jagvary 1956 wbich meens that. there ig stil)
apother 20 years to run. S . S

v
D

Presayt Poiit{pp:

. Quite clmarly this pilecs of land is at prssent both a reserve and part
of 2 Pastoral Lease. T tbick it is aigonificant that 3ip the Pestoral Lease
‘this particular area is pot descrided sz "Reserve 3535". ‘Tnerefore it appears
thaot aipce the Gazettal iv 1907 the raserve's desigostion has been overlookegd
by this office whan issuing pastorn) leases or licences (or Mount White.

The questiep now arises 2s to whetber the Department can take action to
exclude Reserve 3535 from tbe preseot Pastoral Lease over Mouot Yhite. In
this respect I consider the parzmount fact to be that tbe 7901 Gazsttz) sust
over-ride amy subsequent inclosioo of tbe land ip a pastoral leese. Bowever,
ag far as I Wmow there 15 vo specific legislation dealiog with a situation
where & raserve which has beeo wrovgly iacluded io a pastoral lease,

The National Parks Act 10952 does bot help a great dee) sioce that Act
generally gpplies only to sztioval parks ovce they bhave been duly counsituted
a& a vatiopal park. ' This is not the case bere sa the area stil) remnios a
reserve. - However, I mete that 9y virtue of $.10 ol the Natienal Parks hAct
""the Gaverunor-General may by Order in CGouncil declars” that any .land of the
Crowa ... or any ‘public reserve vested im Her Hajeaty ... or any land asquired
by the Crown for ﬁatiuqsl'pn:k porposes shall be 2 Nhtional Park svbject ¢o
this Act and oay-in like mapner add any soeb land to any park,™ This Act
also (by 8.13) providss for the scqvisition of any private land ar the interast
ol apy lessee or licensee by way ‘of porchass, R

Tphe Reserves and Domains Agtl1953 ie Elightly o;te iu\paint and I shall
list below the provisions of this Act which, I thiok, may be applicable:

(a) "Section 12(2) AIl lanas which are poblic reserves withih the weaning
of this Act ... shall continue to be public reserves Phrvtheisase PUFPOGEs
as those for which they were held ismcdiately before the comamencesent of
this Act”. This I think ie sufficient ground on which to treat this land
as a "public reserve', : - -

(b) Section 4% does give the Minister pewer, where there is any doubt or un-
certainty as to wbether any lend is a pudlic reaaerve, t& declare that the
land is or is not a pudblic reaerve. The method by which this may ba done

. %5 B notice in the Gazette and S.1% continues Mevery such morice abell
" bave effect sceording to its temor™., . | - o — :

(c) It is elso significant that the Reserves and Dowains Act providea spacific
machinary for the revsecation of a rzseEVe‘epd this quite cleavly denates
that 'a resarvation cannot lapse ar be ovarkrigaen by any prescriptive right:
This just adds further authority for the view that the 190 .reservation is
still operative. v -

(@) Sectiou 99 provides that the D.L.B, ias not to give effect to any dealing
9ith any public resarve except in conformity with the trusts ypon which .
the regerve is held for-the time being. - ]

(e) Saction 100 praovides for the issue of a Certificate aof Pitle for a public
reserve on the writtem reguest of the Commissiover, .

The Land Act 71948 ' o N }

~

Section 117 of this Act does provide for land held under 2 Cromn Lease or
Licence to be resumed by the Govermor—General if  io his opinion, the land is
required for a road or street or any public purpose and furthar provides for
the paymeunt of compensation if the land is resumed. -

Conclusion o X o ' -

- - A\ o N
T = ofam +tha nrarisiame Af &. 117 Tand Ary awmv we onarsd <ines tachnica.
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Yours: 8/6/1

g0

oy 29 July 1969

br R.T. Turndbull, S
S%IMemorial enue, /A‘ el
CARISTCHURCH 5 r{ P

Lenr Mr Turmbull,

- ! -,'_.'i"T" !"
MOUNT WHITE RUN AND ARTHUR'S PASH NATIONAL PARK

There are a few matters of mutual interest between the Board
and yourself as the owner of Kt White Station that I would like
to discuss with you.

A matteor of some moment 1s the fact that through an apparent
oversight of some S0 years standing portion of the Hatlonal Park
Heserve made in 1901 has been included in 'wlith the land now
held under pastoral lease, There is a way of preserving the
status quo but to achieve real understanding of what happened
in the past and what needs to be dome to put the situation in
order I fesl that 1t wil) be better to go into detail with you
on & personal basls. I can assure you that your security of
tenure 18 not being challenged; Lt is not intended to disrupt

the status quo. Certain adjustments to your pastoral leame do
however seem to be necessary.

Another matter is the question of public aoccess up the
Poulter Valley from the Mount White Road and in this connectlon
the righ% of the public to enter the park this way on foot without
guns or dogs or vehlcles seems to be unquestionable. There is no
possibility of the park board authorising people to tale dogs into
the park at this or any other point and as I gee it our disgcussion
should centre on the possibility of a working arrangement regarding:—

(a) the use of the formed road by persons on foot
with and without f{irearms;

(b) the extent to which the Park Doard can authorise
uge of the formed road for offlcial vehicles not
actually working for the Park Board.

It 18 not intended to seek any change to the present
arrangement whereby Mount White has the sole right to allow '
crivate vehicles to use the track. -

There is also one further point which may need clarification ;
concerning the presence of stock in the Upper Foulter Valley. i

The EBoard has enjoyed ita associations with you and proposes
to engure this cordial co-operation continues as in the past. ‘

ONFIDENTIAL COPY PROVIDED TO

I look forwargd tofheariﬁg‘from you Bhﬁﬁﬁ %CROVHVPROPERTYTAANAGEMENT)

RS CONTRACTOR FOR PURPOSES ASSOCIATED
i ;i:fk‘ Yours faithfully, - 2 Mo,
AR  wite contract 302 oy,
Chief Ranger, % 7| /#0770 BE FURTHER COPIED, REPRODUCED
Arthur's Pass National-Park, . = . / . OR DISTRIBUTED WITHQUT THE |
ARTHUR'S PASS (M.J. PITZGERABBRMISSION OF LINZ ‘
Asst Commissioner of Crown Lands
Copy for your information. ??7 '
1/ e
(M.d. FITZGERALD) /

Asst Commissioner of Crown J
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NOTE FCR FILE

On 18 August Hon. J.K. McAlpine and myself interviewed

Mr R. Turnbull on behalf of %he Arthur's Pass National Park
Board.

On the question of access up the Poulter River Mr Turnbull
said that Mt White Stastion had no desire to prevent access to
hikers and trampers but on the contrary it would always encourage
such people engaged in a healthy pastime. The position whereby
the legal (unformed) access was impractical and people
necessarily used the formed track {on Mt White leasehold) was
illustrated on a plan shown to Mr Turnbull. He said he had no
objection to the use of the track for vehicular purposes by the
Board, Catchment Board and N.Z. Forest Service staff and to
other approved and "legitimate" visitors such as trampers. The
continued use of the Foulter River area was imperative to the

successful rumning of the Station - there were actually 200 cows
up there now.

The problem of the locked gate and entry through it was
discussed at length. Mr Turnbull preferred to keep to the
present arrangement whereby shooters etc., arriving by wvehicle
receilved prior permission from Park Headquarters, but that this
arrangement be strictly regulated and enforced in the future.
Any permission to shoot by Headquarters staff would be
communicated without exception to Mt White homestead. If a key
to the gate was handed to the permit-holder by the Ranger it
would not be necessary for the latter to call at the homestead.
Similarly if a vehicle which had not first been to Headquarters
was given permission by Mt VWihite, then the Manaper would advise
the Chief Ranger., The solution in Mr Turnbull's eyes was Lo
adhere to the present set-up and with co-operation and goodwill
on the iocal level ensure that it works.

The point was made forcefully that the Poard has a public
responsibility in this matter of access and use. It wants to
continue its cordial associations with Mt White Station and is
ready for its part to see that the Present arrangements which
should be workable are made to work effectively in the future.
If they breakdown however the Board will have to insist on an

adequate protection of the public right and take steps to ensure
this.

Mr Turnbull was advised that the Board will erect a suitable
notice at the gateway so that members of the public may be aware
of the position and what the Board expects of them,

On the question of Pt Reserve 3535 and the Office Solicitoer's
opinion that the area is brobably a Reserve subject to the Reserves
and Domains Act 1953 and not part of the Mt White pastoral lease,
the legal position was explained to Mr Turnbull. He was told that
the Department firstly proposed to ask the Office Solicitor,

Head Office, for confirmation or otherwise of the local opinion.
If it did eventually transpire that the land was properly
pastoral leasehold then there was no problem. But if it was
agreed that it was actually a Reserve then the Department was
obliged to take action to ensure that its records and the status
of land were corrected. Mr Turnbull would have the right to
contest the department's legal opinion - he said he was quite
prepared to accept the position when finally determined without
any recourse to legal argument, If it did turn out to be a
Reserve for the purposes of a National Park the Department would
face two alternatives - to have the area declared Crown land and
then taken in as part of Mt White's pastoral leasehold or (and
subject to the Natiomal Park Board so agreeing) to have the area
incorporated into Arthur's Pass National Park. TIf the latter
alternative was to arise - and there were certain standards and
characteristics that the National Parks Authority required to be




“RELEASED UNDER THE OFFICIAL INFORMATION ACT?”

2. ’

met before any area could be declared as suitable for National
Park status -~ then the Board could lease the land back to Mt
White on such terms and conditions as the National Parks
Authority approved. In effect this would change it White's
lessor from the Crown to the Park Board for this particular
area. In fairness to Mr Turnbull and to fubture Boards it had
to be pointed out that while the present Board, il this
eéventuated, had no thoughts or intention whatsoever of disturb-
ing Mr Turnbull's occupancy, it would not be possible to commit
future Boards in this respect. It was acknowledged that the
area was vital to the successful farming of the Station and
that its loss would be most severe. It was not envisaged now
that a Board would want to depart from the present utilisation
of the area but as indicabted it was not possible to say what

a Board in say 50 years time might want to do with it. There
would be little doubt that if it transpired the area became
Park land the Board would recommend the most generous terms of
leasing - would as far as possible follow along the present
leasing conditions. It was agreed that as a first step the
Department would decide the legal position of the land and that
this having been done the Chairman and Mr McAlpine would again
discuss the matter with Mr Turnbull. It would work to reach
this point as quickly as possible so that the Board would be
able to consider the matter again at its next meeting on

8 October.

(M.J{/ Titzgerald)

Chairman

Chlef Ranger,
ARTHUR'S PAST NATIONAL PARK

For your information and for subsequent discussion when
coavenient,

2 i@/

: ﬁé}
4§§?§’ ‘eg ' (M.J. Fitzgerald)
ﬁ§\cf & Chalrman
e \%\:ﬁ
L} . ‘@‘@ -
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21 Suswan 1069

. t :
B/ Margbull, "
Y Udmordin) ivenus, Lt
. v Gl e . 1)
i TunbAo SN

7 7 o

Vaear I'r Purpnbull,

" T ) " e - Fbrta 4 Merytr . [ - . I, s
.’.-»rd{.‘“f’. ale. GUL bl A CRTURT R T L IS AN

oeefer to Lhe dlacusulon e Juk . Mealpine snd I hed
withe you last dowiay, W oawiuch.

Loag vriting to conflirm the ncreomant renchel Lhen
regarding the yestion of acenss up the oulter Slver.
A explnlned to youbhe lo:rd approcletes the valus of this
area for your farmlng oparntions and ita spprosch has boen
to endeavour to cee thot these contlaue unsffactnd and
reasonsihle tvights of access apd use to the public rre
nornowladiged amd secured. It wao asresd Lntwoen us thnt
the procent arrancements ave workable and nceaptanle if
comductaed wlth goodwlll ond commonsense., In future the
naman of il people nnd partias who obtein permisulon from
our ark Jdendsuncters to ahoot ond using the loulter as o
routie =111 be compunlested to your Yannper ab it hite, cmi
elmilarly the Fanccer will ntvinag the Chief danger of any
sormiesion ne may iva to people who call rori obtadn thls
vlthout & prior call nt the llendgunyters. ~ hera She dorngars
prant peroission, 4t 15 further npresd that there wilil be
no need for the parpit-bolder o call b bl lomestendt and
obtain n wey Lo the gnate; a key will be ilsoued Crom ilend—
wartarg and returnad there, You =lso incticwt-d tust as the
nener of the tatlon you hnd no objection %o Yranpevs snd
others gnpnued In hrelbby pursudltse using the track up tha
toulter,

It npporred to i'r bedlping and myaelf (and I koow you
also felf this way) bthot with local co-opershion nnd §O0)-
will there 1s no recsson why Ybe current uystem cuannot be
mzde to work effectlively smd in the intereats of both Park
and fune 1t 1o, of coursa, an obllgation on Lhe "k Po rd
to ecwsure that the right of the publie to make use of publie
aveas 1s Lully nvalloble, bdut the present sat-up i) followed
ranclbly cheuld satlafy #1l1 regirements,

Un the juestion of the doubt ropgeeding the stutus of e
lond In~luded in your fastoral Lense, agedn cs agveed 1 onm

ohtalning further dnlormagslon nbaut thla ond will | ef in tou
alth you o9 soon as thls ia supplied.

Yours Falrhiully, |

a7y '
,/19// .

" /s _—
Chief “unger, (Fady @itzrerald) s
Arthur's Fass Nationel I'ark hinivman X
ﬂ;ﬁ RRATS
For your information, LA L

Vs

(ad  Fltzporsld)
Unairmen

1

ma

¢
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opinien of wine or z cezriwin dand adjeining Artinwlsc ke * s
ifa fehnl Pork Aoreny or vy oocinion cnd zoplan of Lne land congarn d is
axli Tleaive £ LN - 4 _- e s
'l ;“' :u. but brisfly o2 pesd is tuut For pany cycars this particnlar
vae . SUCLT ROy

picee of land (In &3 tie
of Run 295 (Mlount rhite®),

—
dale Flats") ks Laen thought to be pand
hao Deon overlocked for zooe 50 yoonrs is

) wse this has bacen .
thae Toet Lhnt thiz cmose ‘Jm,(? iz yard ol Regerve 3535, Bcga:ua i:n.:t}g h:;}:o;)n v
. .:.to 4::-' 4 Cooed A e AR A - O 3 ! e N u - "\1‘ . o
i U rercrals of Run 275 an i e
overlosiied, the lond hss hoeu Lzeludad in ro 1 - @ ore, .
EES UTAREL, 18 4 ; o - .
:Lu:'l ;11 LU Lemal zprolla Lg,w The haeic queation i raal_'.;.’..).}iuhl ‘Oft b?(m.)
‘ - & . I - 1% . [ Ve
f \o ol cne 13 the corre ona, fou w7ill see irvow ny conpinion tha
wa ary whicne 1 n

to Lo wrrcanonnt bub 1T T an ecorrect this,

-

ct

3 vhe f«oserve anpellatios . : ¥ v 1
e e o sult quectlous oo to whother the Leoscec i enbitisd

ol course, aiscs sowre Sildl
to zny comuensation, etce

3 : t e lkacr ol seod
If you require aay furcher ip.l‘o:‘m:xts.on pleage let 1..011.1101, hx_l c‘,gl?q
ne ool i inzettal as 2 Hegos I
voluge sobilpg ocul the baslipreund to the original Gazettal as i
Lume slog
19CY i evnilable 4¥ you waut it

A5 v gy SY
RS Epletiaresc's

’ (P. G, Hudchca:ﬂ.ﬂl)
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