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These submissions were received as a result of the public advertising of the 

Preliminary Proposal for Tenure Review. 

 

These submissions are released under the Official Information Act 1982. 
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Submission to: 

Crown Pastoral Land Tenure Review 

Lease Name : Obelisk – Earnsclaugh Station   Ref 12540 (PC 0264) 

 

Date: August 1, 2014 
From: NZ Horse Network  (NZ Horse Network  Inc)   
Contact: Vivien Dostine , President 
55 Gallony Ave, Massey Auckland 0614 
Phone (09) 833 6743  
Email: viv@nzhorseriders.info  
 

Obelisk Public Access Proposal 
 

We support provision of easement at Obelisk as set out for horse riders (or those with horses). We 

also support Tenure Review proposals that achieve the stated goals of improving public access, and 

recreation.   

There is no mention within the document regarding the need for the public easement (which 

appears to be to allow for public access using the existing farm track where it fails to align with the 

unformed legal road).  

Rather than creating a public access easement, aligning the unformed legal road along the existing 

track would be a preferred solution.  Otherwise the landholder will still be required to also permit  

access on the sections of the unformed legal road. 

No mention is made of the other unformed legal roads on any of the land areas.  As part of the 

tenure review, public access would be substantially enhanced if these were either : 

 Fenced to keep stock off and show the true alignment of the ULR, and\or  

 Ensure any new fences or obstructions do not cross the ULRs i.e. any new fencing does not 

cut off access on the ULRs 

Section 24(c)(i) 

“Potential for foot, and mountain bike” should be updated to “Potential for foot, mountain bike and 

horse…”  

Recreational tourism  in New Zealand is frequently limiting market opportunities by not recognizing 

the entire non-motorised recreation market , which includes horse riding.  In Europe alone there is 

an estimated 30 million equestrian tourists (Italian Tourism research) , and promotion of the South 

Island for cycling and walking only ignores the ready market for equestrian tourism on the back of 

Lord of the Rings (which was full of horses, not cycles, after all!)  
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If public access and recreation to the land is not advanced through the mechanisms of the Tenure 

Review, then we see there is no benefit for the public in proceeding with the process on this 

property.  

Access for Horse Riders  
 

We strongly support allowing horse riders continued access to traditional routes, and along historic 
trails as this brings history alive and provides a living link to our colonial and agricultural heritage. It 
provides insight into the experiences and hardship of past eras, and brings people closer to the 
natural elements of weather, ground conditions and terrain.  

The horse provides access for those with a variety of disabilities, while retaining all the 
characteristics of experiencing the natural environment  (quiet, slow pace, terrain, weather).   Horse 
riding (and carriage driving) allow for quiet enjoyment of the natural environment by others, 
including those with disabilities.   

Public access should not be confined to those who are fit enough to walk long distances, or in 
difficult terrain. Nor should the natural (only) alternative to walking, be vehicular access which is 
noisy (disrupting others enjoyment of natural settings), polluting and damaging to the terrain (or 
requiring tracks and trails to be built). 

The aging population of New Zealand means that there will be more people with disabilities. Not all 
people can walk for long distances, or over rough terrain; yet often our most precious natural 
settings are remote.  International disability tourism is increasing enormously, and is a great 
opportunity for New Zealand as a disability tourism destination.  

 The disabilities tourism market is one that is substantially under developed in New Zealand. The 
aging population will increase the number of people in New Zealand with disabilities, and within our 
tourism markets.  

Many horse riders have disabilities; although few would describe themselves as disabled.  A horse 
gives the rider strong legs, endurance and sharp senses to enable them to participate in 
independent, active, outdoor recreation across many types of terrain and in remote natural areas.    

NZ Horse Network  supports codes of conduct for horse riders to share recreation areas and use 
trails and resources in an environmentally responsible way.   
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About NZ Horse Network 

NZ Horse Network  Inc is a volunteer based not-for-profit community group, that has operated since 
2008. We have 600+ members (individuals and families), 25 affiliated clubs or organisations (listed 
below), and consult frequently with a wide base of equestrian organizations.  

Affiliated Groups  

 Waiheke Island Riding Club 

 Thames Pony Club and Adult Ride 

 Kokatahi-kowhitirangi pony club 

 Grey Valley Riding Club 

 Kumeu Western Riding Club 

 Katikati Hack and Hunters Riding Club 

 South Head Riders 

 Clevedon Pony Club 

 Matakana Pony Club 

 Auckland Woodhill Endurance Club (AWEC) 

 Totara Park Pony Club 

 Te Atatu Pony Club 

 Franklin Western Riding Club 

 Matakana Pony Club 

 Kohukohu Riding Club 

 CD Trekkers 

 Secondary Schools Equestrian Cup Trust 

 Icelandic Horse Breeders and Riders Association New Zealand (IHBRANZ) 

 Mt Sandford Farmstay and Random Rides 

 Kate Tapley Horse Treks  : 

 Akaroa Horse Riding  

 Otahuna Horse Riding  

 Mt. Lyford Horse Riding  

 Central Southland Riding School 

 Diamond Lodge Equestrian  
 
NZ Horse Network  is a member of the Northern Regional Equestrian Trust (Auckland), and consults 
with NRET and other equestrian groups on recreational horse riding issues and submissions. 

Northern Regional Equestrian Trust (NRET), members: 

● Woodhill Sands Equestrian Centre 
● Waitemata Eventing 
● Show Jumping Waitemata 
● Waitemata Riding Club 
● Showhunter Waitemata 
● Waitemata Hunt Club 
● Dressage Waitemata 
● Special Olympics 
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Saturday, February 1, 2014 Chris Pearson
Commissioner of Crown Lands    18 Rewa St 
Crown Property & Investment     Dunedin    
CBRE House, 112 Tuam Street       
Private Bag 4721
CHRISTCHURCH 8140
To Whom it may concern

I would like to make the following submission for Preliminary Proposal for 
the Tenure review of the OBELISK Station (PO264) which is undergoing ten-
ure review under the Crown Pastoral Land Act 1998. I think that this has a lot 
of commendable features and I feel that I can support however I have one mi-
nor reservation. 

I feel that the area CA1 and CA2 certainly represents a valuable addition to 
the conservation estate. CA1 represents an outstanding  addition to the Con-
servation estate. It contains diverse and outstanding landscape and contains 
rare ecosystems and is the type locality of five alpine plant species. Most im-
portant it is a very important recreation resource. It is widely used by cross 
country skiers and it also represents a valuable resource for tramping, day 
walking etc. The popularity of the Roaring Meg Pack Track and the Cardrona- 
Cromwell Pack Track  and the popularity of Big Hut and Leaning Lodge 
shows there is a big appetite in the public for back country tramping opportu-
nities in easier country than is presented by the Southern Alps. CA2 prominent 
rocky bluffs and buttresses is part of the outstanding landscape of the Rox-
burgh Gorge. The area contains a number of threatened plant species. The in-
clusion of this area in the conservation will facilitate the completion of the 
Roxburgh Gorge bicycle path.

My only reservation is that the proposal does not propose a full road legaliza-
tion for Symes Road. I appreciate that there is a easement for public vehicle 
access which deals with the major deviations for the road from its legal 
alignment but this is not provide the status of a full road legalization survey 
and I also suspect there may be some small deviations between point d and e 
on the designation plan. I want to emphasize that Symes Road provides criti-
cal access to the conservation estate. Without this Kopuwai Conservation Area 
would be inaccessible.

Sincerely yours,

Christopher Pearson

	 	 a: 18 Rewa St Dunedin New Zealand	 e: cpearson86@aol.com
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