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Tenure Review

Lease name: OTAMATAPAIO
Lease number: PO 343

Fish & Game report

As part of the process of tenure review Fish & Game councils
may provide advice on significant inherent values within the
pastoral lease, and the information may be incorporated in the
conservation resources report. The advice is part of the
information gathered and assessed for the development of a
preliminary consultation document.

The report attached is released under the Official Information
Act 1982.
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Mr Rob Wardell
Landcorp Property Ltd
PO Box 27

ALEXANDRA

Dear Sir,

Attached is our assessment of fish and game values pertaining to
Otamatapaio Station.

In summary the Otamatapaio Stream is an important spawning stream
for the Lake Benmore fishery primarily brown trout. In some
seasons when rainfall is less than average, low river flows and
irrigation abstraction causes the river to be dry between SH 83
and Lake Benmore. The most critical period is late April-May
when the Lake Benmore adult fish move upstream to spawn.
Fortunately irrigation abstraction is tailing off at that time,
and there is usually some water instream to enable fish passage
to the upper reaches.

There are good fish stocks in the river upstream from SH 83. The
apparent low level of angler popularity could be related to the
international reputation of the nearby Ahuriri River and the lack
of appreciation of the Otamatapaio. However some anglers do fish
the stream with notable success.

We note that there is a road reserve and Crown Land strip along
the Otamatapaio Stream which extends beyond the existing roadend
almost up to the 1000 m contour.

We believe that much of the Upper Range Block backing onto the
Hawkdon Range has been retired under an existing Land Improvement
Agreement. If that land is to revert to Crown control, public
access to those lands via the existing river route should be
retained in the interests of recreational and other users,
including angling and gamebird hunting interests.

Yours faithfully
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INITIAL ASSESSMENT OF SPORTS FISH & GAME VALUES
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