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SUBMISSTION ON THE PRELIMINARY PROPOSAL FOR TENURE REVIEW:
RIBBONWOOD PASTORAL LEASE

Dear Sir,
Thank you for sending me a copy of this document and I appreciate the opportunity to

comment on it based on my general knowledge of the vegetation and pastoral leases in the Ahuriri
Valley.

The preliminary proposal for this 728%ha property appears to be have some deficiencies in
terms of the relatively high elevation and degraded condition of some areas proposed for freeholding
and the overall balance between area of ~2200 ha (30%) proposed for restoration to full Crown
ownership and control as three separate Conservation Areas (CA1 of 1770ha., CA2 of 20ha. and CA3
of 410ha) on the crest and slopes of the Diadem Range. The balance of some 5090ha (70%) has been
designated as land proposed for freehold disposal but subject to a qualified designation and a
protective mechanism.

Regarding the detail of this proposal, the areas designated as CA1 and CA3 (not CA2 as in
the description of The Diadem Range in S 2.1, para 2 of the proposal), T note, are contiguous and form
the central southern part of the property, being the multi-domed Diadem Range around its highest
area, rising to 1734 m on ‘aptly named’ Snowy Top. This is the source of several streams radiating
from the summit, most notably Ribbonwood Creek and West Diadem Creck which feed into the
Ahuriri River, East Branch. The Quail Burn and East Diadem Creck and their several tributaries all
flow generally to the east into Serpentine Creek which joins the main Ahuriri River near the
homestead. The Diadem Range is therefore an important source of water for the Ahuriri River
which is important both within this section as well as a significant tributary of the lower Waitaki
River where water is now recognised as a major natural resource. Conservative management of the
vegetation on these upper slopes, where most of the water is sourced, would be consistent with
maximising the water yield, based on recent research by myself and others.

The Diadem Range saddles with the Ohau Range on a low saddle to the north This saddle
provides important, relatively easy access from the Ohau Basin into the mid and upper Ahurini Valley,

which is an important feature.

The altitudinal sequence of indigenous vegetation within the proposed Conservation
Areas CAl and CA3, are an important feature, grading from short (Fescue novae-zelandiae) tussock
with an exotic component including hawkweeds (Hieracium spp.) on the lower slopes at 800-900m,
through narrow-leaved snow tussock (Chionochloa rigida) grassland with co-dominant shrubs in the
gullies, then on to slim snow tussock (C. macra) grassland, and then a mosaic of cushionfield, scree
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and coarse boulderfields on slopes above ~1400m on most of the upper slopes and extensive
boulderfields and screes at higher altitudes. The condition of this vegetation and the associated
environment is such that it is most unlikely to be able to sustain pastoral farming. Indeed, this area
was retired many years ago under a Soil and Water Conservation Run Plan because it was considered
unsuitable for pastoral farming. The case for separating the CA3 block from the adjacent and larger
CA1, on the basis of its potentially serious wilding tree problem (up to 1400m) is accepted, as is the
commitment to eradicate this problem in the shorter term with wilding removal (which now seems to
be eminently feasible with the new ‘basal stem application’ method), whereupon the two areas,
totalling 2180ha, would be treated as one conservation area for management purposes.

The third Conservation Area, CA2, although a relatively small (20ha) area of copper
tussock (C. rubra ssp. cuprea) grassland, it would probably remain viable given its location, a
proposed fence (S-T) on its southern boundary, and its contiguity with existing conservation land on

its other borders. This aspect of the proposal is endorsed.

Of the ~5050ha proposed for freehoiding, the recommended Conservation Covenant
(CC1) of ~90ha (~2.0 x 0.5km), at the confluence of the Ahuriri River East Branch and Ribbonwood
Stream, is an important indigenous bird and native fish habitat, involving some threatened species,
would appear to justify transfer to full Crown control and exclosure fencing (apparently it is now
almost, and will become, fully fenced), but the case is made for continued farming activities which are
assumed not to be in conflict with the indigenous habitat values. Exclusion of stock during the bird
breeding season, as specified, will be essential. In the relevant Schedule 2, however, the permitted
stocking rate (for sheep only), at other times has not been specified, and although monitoring of both
vegetation and fauna is indicated, methods have not been specified. Also, there is a condition that
the Minister may require “any necesasary steps” to be taken to further protect a faunal species or the
“eccological condition” of the covenant, including additional fencing and “adjusting stock access”.
This all sounds fine but will be dependant on adequacy of the monitoring which should therefore
be clearly specified in this proposal. I recommend that full Crown ownership and control should
remain an option, subject to the Minister’s discretion as to the outcome of clearly specified
monitoring of both fauna and habitat.

Regarding the other areas proposed for freeholding, the case is made for existing fences
being retained as the permanent boundary between conservation and frechold land on all aspect slopes
of the Diadem Range even though these fences, in most areas, would allow grazing and pastoral
farming to continue on land up to ~1600m, “considered non sustainable due to sparseness and a very
long recovery time after grazing.” Moreover, much of the land above 100m is classified as Land Use
Capability Classes VIII and VIle, indicating it is unsuitable for pastoral farming. As stated in the
proposal, most of the Iand above 900m has landscape and botanical attributes, with the implication
that grazing is “very minimal if any” and that it cannot sustain normal pastoral farming. This being the
case, an additional condition should be added and is strongly recommended: that no management
burning be permitted above 800-900m, and if a fire accidentally extends above 850m there should be
no grazing of stock for a minimum of two full seasons. Such a condition would help ensure that the
boundary between the freehold and conservation lands remain diffuse, as recommended in the
proposal. I am very concerned with some of the rationale offered in defence of the term “ecologically
sustainable” in S.3 of the proposal, and clearly used to justify continued stock grazing well above
1000m (the usually accepted limit for sustainable management in this region). The statement that “in
some cases ther land can sustain a low level of extensive grazing due to natural ecology’ 1s
particularly woolly and, whatever it means, it is certainly not able to justify the concession made in
this proposal for continued grazing to well above the 1000m norm. Given the highly vulnerable
condition of most of the land above 900-1000m [ strongly recommend that a more appropriate
resolution be negotiated to ensure no grazing of stock be permitted above ~1000m and that a
retiremant fence be negotiated on a suitable alignment (an existing 4WD track apparently already
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exists at about this elevation on the western slopes below Snowy Top, which should proviide a
feasible fencine), and all land above this altitude be transferred to full Crown ownership and control.
Alternatively, on the northeastern slopes below the proposed CA1-CA3, where no feasible fenceline
may be present, [ would recommend that ecologically sustainable management could be more readily
achieved with the designation of a “Sustainable Management Covenant” (provided for in S. 97, Pt 4
of the Crown Pastoral Land Act, and as has been used previously to deal with such situations: tenure
review of Lake Hawea P.L.) on all land down to 900-1000m, and managed accordingly.

The six “qualified designations” specified in the proposal for public foot, mountain bike and
horse access, are accepted, including the specified limitation on the easement “a-b-c” from 1 Nov. —
20 Dec. associated with lambing.

Regarding the ~60ha of established Douglas fir plantation at the foot of the Diadem Range,
the requirement that “normal farm weed control” be exercised so as to “contain any conifer spread”

is endorsed.

I thank you for the opportunity to comment on this proposal and I request that my comments
and recommendations be seriously considered in finalising this proposal.

Yours sincerely, /,)K//

Alan F. Marly FRSNZ. Emeritus Professor.
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Royai Forest and Bird Protection Society of New Zealand Incorperated.

Central Otago-Lakes Branch

Denise Bruns — Secretary
4 Stonebrook Drive
WANAKA 9305

19™ December 2011

The Commissioner of Crown Lands
C/o Darroch Ltd

PO Box 27

ALEXANDRA

Dear Sir
Ribbenwood Po247— Tenure Review Preliminary Proposal.

We thank you for sending us a copy of this proposal and we appreclate this opportunity to
comment on it. We carried out an inspection of the property on 12" December 2011 and
would like to take this opportunity to thank the lessee for allowing us to do so.

Our branch of Forest and Bird is fully conversant with the tenure review process under the
CPLAct 1998. While the branch is centred on Central Otago and the three Lakes, Wakatipu,
Wanaka and Hawea which flow into the Clutha River. For logistic purposes the branch also
assists with making submissions on properties draining into the Waitaki River in the southern
end of the Mckenzie country.

1.0 We note:

s Ribbonwood occupies the bulk of the Diadem Range which is separated from the Ohau Range
to the north by the low Quailburn Saddle. It has many creeks rising from its highest point,
Snowy Top 1734m, which flow either west into the Ahuriri River or east into Serpentine
Creck to join the Ahuriri River lower down.

e On our climb up from the homestead to False Diadem the lower slopes appeared devoid of
tussock due to development but it came in to evidence at about 1000m, but went to a slightly
lower level on the south, or dark side of the ridge.

e Where the lower slopes in the Quailburn Block have been oversown and topdrcssed much
white clover was in evidence on the northern faces

e 'The land on the west side below Snowy Top, the Ahuriri Side. is eroded down to about
1000m and is mainly LUC Class VIIe with Class VIE land above about 1200m

e The Conservation Resources Reports describe the significant inherent values on Ribbonwood
in a more detailed manner than we can.
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e Some of the long scree runs and boulder fields present must not be confused with
man-made erosion; they were there long before pastoral farming started in New
Zealand but they are a reminder that in hind-sight, and of what we know now, that the
certain parts of the country such as this country which is prone to scree runs, should
never have been farmed in the first place.

2.0 Land to be returned to full Crown ownership and Control “CA1”, “CA2” and “CA3”:

“CA1” The Diadem Range (1770 Ha)

Apart from a narrow corridor above the Quailburn Saddle, which allows for farm access
between the two ends of the property, this area extends right across the property from south
to north and takes in the high tops; False Diadem 1727 m, Diadem 1680 m and Snowy Top
1734 m. and also the headwaters of Ribbonwood Creek. We fully agree that this area be
returned to the Crown for protection as it takes in the very high and exposed boulder and fell
fields also all the other significant values as described in the Conservation Resources Report.
However the fences erected on the east and west sides of this block of land were erected
under a Soil and Water Conservation Run Plan, which would be under the umbrella of the
Waitaki Catchment Commission, and are far too high to use if they are to meet the main

requirement and aim of the CPLAct 1998, Part 2,{a) (i )to “......... Promote the management
of reviewable land in a way that is ecologically sustainable” and (b) “To enable the
protection of the significant inherent values of reviewable land” — (i) "By the creation of

protective mechanisms; or preferably (i) By the restoration of the land to full Crown

”

ownership and control......... ’

As the land below the present below the existing retirement fences down to about 1000m is
in parts eroded, and is characterised by LUC Class Vile, and Class VIII land, and therefore
considered uneconomic to fertilise to replace the nutrients taken off in the shape of meat and
wool it will be unsuitable to graze as it will not be ecologically sustainable, as required by the
Act, therefore the north east and the western fences will have to be relocated in parts down to
a lower level at about 1000m, or in the case of the north east side new fences erected ona
lower contour in probably four or five blocks.

The present fence on the west side is 1500m at its highest point. This is extreinely high and
allows sheep to graze some badly eroded country in places, which would be very undesirable.
To say that sheep will not climb high is far from correct; sheep will invariably climb high just
as they will always head into the wind, it is a natural instinct.

The proposal expresses the opinion that fencing will affect the continuity of the landscape.
This can be so with sheep creating camps below a fence on the crest of spurs or high corners
which create green patches with the increase in fertility at these points. It should be noted
however in respect to the landscape, that the tracking on this west side of Snowy Top 18
already very visible, more so than the present fencing.
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A good and unobtrusive line for this western side fence would be to start where the present
fence coming from the north drops into West Diadem Creek, just below where the track starts
up the hill to Snowy Top, and then head south on or about the 900m contour to meet the
present track coming out of Ribbonwood Creek and follow that into, either above or below
the track into Ribbonwood Creek.

The fence on the north east side of CAl, also CA3 is also high, 1500m where the track [c] —
[b] enters the proposed CA1. However the east boundary of Ribbonwood (the east side of
CA1) south of spot height .1393 is boundary to conservation land already arrived at through
the review of Bendhu, so too is part of CA3

CA1 has a boundary with the Bluff Block. To protect the significant values contained in this
block also the Quailburn and the Hogget Block further along the spur, new fences should be
erected across these blocks on or about the 1000m contour. So too on the south side of the
same ridge fences should also be erected on a similar contour through the Race Block and the
Gully Block. Doing this will help in meeting the requirement of the Act.

If an acceptable fence line cannot be found to meet these requirements then perhaps the
alternative would be to place a Sustainable Management Covenant, Part 4 CPLAct Section 97
of the Act, over all that land above 1000m to the north east of the proposed boundary
between CAland CA3 and the blocks to the north east, but is not the “preferred’ method.
Such an alternative would require strict monitoring forever and a day and would by no means
be as effective in protecting the values present .

CA3 East Diadem Creek (410 Ha)

There is litile difference between this block and CA1 with respect to the significant inherent
values they contain except that the erosion in this block is probably greater than in CAl. An
attempt was made some 40 years ago to control this erosion by planting it in trees, conifers.
While most of these trees have managed to survive it is doubtful if they have fulfilled their
objective. The land on which they are planted is classified as LUC Class VIIL

We fully support the proposal that this block be returned to the Crown for protection, it is
high and eroded and is therefore ecologically unsustainable. The conifers will have to be
removed, not merely contained. With the methods that have become available recently, such
as aerial spraying and the basal treatment of trees, there is every chance of success.

CA2 Red Tussock remnant (20 Ha)

We see this as a good move and a gain for conservation. Becoming destocked the tussock
has every chance of recovering, It will be a living museum and a very good reference point
for future scientists. However to be effective as a show piece, the public must bave walking
access to it. Walking access could be provided from (a) to [T]
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3.0 Approximately 5090 Ha to be disposed of by freehold disposal to the holder under
Section 35 (3) of the Act subject to a qualified designation and a protective mechanism:

As intimated above in 2.0 above we do not agree to the proposal that such a large proportion
of the higher land should become freehold as this. We consider all the land above about
1000m contains many significant inherent values, and altitudinal sequences of these; as
referred to in the Conservation Resources Reports. The tussock is thin and open and any
grazing is upon the inter tussock species, the tussock providing a micro-climate for these
species to survive. As just one example, carmichaelia is present and very palatable to stock
and is invariably grazed hard to the point of extinction.

The new fencing we recommend can be constructed without detriment to the landscape
providing that it is constructed without the use of a bulldozed line ~ it is not impossible. The
risk of snow damage to fencing is ever present in the McKenzie country. Repairing fences is
part of farming throughout the hill country of the South Island of New Zealand.

Ribbonwood as with all other properties in the Mckenzie basin will have a snow cap for
about four months of the year. It is the slow melting of the snow in the spring and early
summer together with the snow tussock’s attributes to hold water on this high ground which
provides the water for the many streams radiating from the property.

The fact that oversowing and topdressing of the country above 1000m is not evident,
although has no doubt been tried, is an indicator that the land cannot be managed in an
ecological manner, therefore the present fences as described in the proposal are not suitable
for the purposes of the Act.

4.0 A Qualified designation under Section 36(3)(b) of the Act. An easement in gross to
provide for foot, mountain bike and horse access, and conservation management access:

We support these although they could be improved on, or better clarified; there is no track to
point (a), we have to presume you get there from the Quailburn Saddle road. We accept the
condition that there should be a closed period for lambing from 1% November to 20"
December. Such a late date for lambing emphasises the late spring and consequently the
short growing season for this part of the world, which will in turn have an effect on the
overall ecology of this hill country under discussion.

5.0 CC1 Ahuriri River East Branch - A Protective Mechanism over (90 Ha) under
Section 49(1)(b) and 40(2Z)(a) of the Act:

This area takes in the small braided stream, the East branch of the Ahuriri River, which is
extremely important for bird life in the area, we fully endorse it. We at the same time,
considering the importance of the area to the ten bird species present including, four on the
nationally critical, nationally vulnerable or nationally endangered lists to be too small for this
purpose. We note in the proposal, 2.3.2, 2nd paragraph, that this area was initially considered
for returning full Crown ownership and control but it was considered that 90 stock units per
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Backcountry Skiers Alliance

PO Box 168
Alexandram
D D
19 DEC 7011
 SKIERS ALUIANEE (INC)

10 December 2011

Darroch Ltd

Box 27

Alexandra 9340

Submission on Po247, Ribbonwood Station

Thank you for the opportunity to submit on the proposed tenure review for Ribbonwood.

BSA
- Backcountry Skiers Alliance (BSA) is an incorporated Society established in 1996. Our

objectives are to foster non-motorised winter recreation in backcountry areas, and to promote
and protect the resources upon which our member activities are based. During other times of
the year our members are involved with a variety of land-based activities including mountain
biking, tramping and horse trekking. BSA has submitted on a wide range of land tenure and
environmental matters throughout the South Island. For many members BSA is the only
ontdoor organization they belong to.

East Ahuriri to Quailburn MTB Route

Our main grumble with the current proposal would be the loss of the wonderful opportunity
to link the Ahuriri Valley to the Ohau Basin using the excellent track along the NW foot of
the Diadem Range. The track is proposed freehold, with no public easement along it, yet it
grazes CAl in more than one place, passes between CAl and CA2, plus has two public
easements across it.

This track would make an excellent Mountain Bike (MTB) route, traversing the foot of the
Diadem from the south on a formed surface with a reasonable gradient most of the way to just
above the Quailburmn.

In addition, this track will provide the only apparent practical MTB access from the south to
the steeper “a-b-¢” easement and hence to the tops of CA1 and CA3. This then enables the
possibility of a round trip (for walkers and fit bikers) continuing over the summit of the range
and back to Ribbonwood Creek.

We recommend that an easement for foot and MTB be established along the most practical

route using existing track(s) where possible. This would start from a car park at about “¢” to



join airstrip at the southern end of the 4WD track. The easement would only continue to “a”
with no further public access required along the remaining track to the station.

A viable route already exists to the Quailburn from “a”. This descends the spur NE of “a”
through sparse scrub before joining a rough stock track to the historic shearing shed and yards
below. The route could easily be improved further at a later stage.

There is no other practical alternative MTB route between the two valleys. The easement “e”
to “f” is fine for foot access into the Ahuriri, but the east branch valley lends itself for
tramping and not for biking. The tussock and spaniard-covered saddle and surrounds are
unrideable, as is the route up the Quailburn to the saddle.

Linking the Ahuriri to the other excellent MTB routes north in the Ohau basin makes very
good sense. Other routes exist from the south into the Ahuriri, for example from the Lindis
and out via Ben Avon, just a few km up the Ahuriri Valley Road.

The easily-accessible McKenzie foothill country, with extensive pastoral modifications such
as exotic plantations, airstrips, and existing 4WD tracks lends itself more to mountain biking
than tramping. Mountain biking is already a popular form of recreation. It continues to grow
at a fast rate.

We feel it is very important to establish routes such as that proposed above. Each route adds
to the network of tracks and allows the possibility of long trips though interesting country
without the need to cycle on busy main roads.

Conservation Areas
We support the creation of Conservation Areas and Covenants, and the additional access

easements proposed.

Yours Sincerely

-

John Robinson
Secretary, BSA
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NORTH OTAGO TRAMPING AND MOUNTAINEERING CLUB

PO Box 217
Oamaru 9444

Commissioner of Crown Lands T T

ﬁ I . I v
C/o Darroch Ltd g ) e
PO Box 27 .

F - ~ v

Alexandra 9340 bQ DEC 207
19 Decernber 2011 ; EEROTLIRY IR

REVIEW UNDER PART 2 CROWN PASTORAL LAND ACT: RIBBONWOQOD

The North Otago Tramping and Mountaineering Club exists to promote understanding and enjoyment of
the natural environment through tramping and mountain climbing. The Club supports the main thrust
of the preliminary proposal for tenure review of the Ribbonwood Pastoral Lease, which it sees as

consistent with the Club’s objectives.

The Ribbonwood lease runs from a block on the east side of the Quailburn Road, taking in the Diadem
Range, to the Ahuriri River in the west. The northern boundary cuts across the Quailburn Saddle and
then follows the East Ahuriri. The southern boundary follows the Ribbonwood Stream from the Ahuriri
and then over to the East Diadem Creek which flows into the Quailburn.

The preliminary proposal is for:

1 2200 ha in three blocks to become Conservation Areas. The biggest blocks {1770ha and
410ha) take in the bulk of the Diadem Range, rising from around 900m to the tops at 1700-cdd m. The
northern side of the Diadem Range seems particularly worthy of protection, but at least some of it has
already been retired from grazing under a Run Plan. The remainder of it appears to be of mixed value,
some in exotic grassland mixes and other parts dominated by Hieracium. The 410 ha block above the
East Diadem is particularly problematic in that it suffers from wilding pines deriving from soil
conservation measures taken some 40 years ago. The proposal argues that it should be conserved as
part of the Diadem Range and states enigmatically "To this end there is to be co-operation between the
agencies and the holder to remove the trees to enable designation as conservation land". The third (20
ha) block is a red tussock remnant on the Ohau-East Ahuriri Saddle.

2 5090 ha to be freeholded. The western block includes developed flats running from the
Ahuriri River and easy downs rising to steeper slopes on the Diadem Range bounded by an existing stock
fence. On the eastern side, the land drops away through tussock hill country to easy downs and
developed flats across the Quailburn Road. A proposed covenant on 90ha at the confluence of the East
Ahuriri and Ribbonwood streams will protect a noted area for bird life. Limited grazing will be available
outside the bird breeding season to assist weed control.

3 Four easements providing non-motorised public access from the
Quailburn Road in the east and Irelands Road in the south to the Diadem Range area, the Ruataniwha



Conservation Park and the Ohau Range. The last two areas are frequently tramped by Club members
and ensuring access would be valuable.

The Ciub fully supports the broad objects of the preliminary proposal. The main question to us is the
technique used to protect the Diadem Range. The broad landscape values certainly deserve to be
protected, but the quality of native vegetation seems to be pretty variable - generally not high - and
some land is already protected under a Run Plan. Removal of wilding pines is essential in our view to
protect the landscape values, but the proposal is so woolly in allocating responsibility for this as to be
meaningless. An alternative approach might be to freehold the Diadem blocks with covenants to
protect existing native vegetation, require clearance of wilding pines and provide for foot access. We are
not sufficiently aware of the historical responsibilities for the establishment of these trees to suggest
how clearance costs might be allocated among the parties, but that could be negotiated. The main thing
would be ensure that there is clear and unequivocal responsibility for ensuring the clearance takes
place. The rest of the proposal seems sensible.

Yours sincerely

John Chetwin
Vice-President
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THE PRELIMINARY PROPOSAL

Description of proposed designations:

2.1 Approximately 2200 hectares to be restored to full Crown ownership and control as conservation
area under section 35(2)(a)(i) Crown Pastoral Land Act 1998 (labelled “CAl” (1770 Ha), CA2” (20
Ha) and “CA3” (410 Ha) on the plan).

2.3 Approximately 5090 hectares to be designated as land to be disposed of by freehold disposal to
the Holder under section 35(3) Crown Pastoral Land Act 1998, subject to a qualified designation and
a protective mechanism.

Qualified Designation
2.3.1 Qualified designation under section 36(3)(b) Crown Pastoral Land Act 1998. An easement in

gross to provide for public foot, mountain bike and horse access and conservation management
access (shown as a dashed orange line and marked “a-b-¢”, “e-f”, “e-g”, “h-i” and in the case of
“d-b” and “d-j” (conservation management only) on the plan.

| Protective Mechanism
2.3.2 Protective mechanism under Sections 40(1)(b) and 40(2)(a) Crown Pastoral Land Act
(identified as CC1 on the plan).

Introduction and Submissions

A Report entitled “Ribbonwood Station — Field Survey and Assessment of Recreational and Related
Significant Inherent Values” was prepared by FMC in April 1999. This included recommendations for the
designation of a new Conservation Area, easements for recreational use of the property and the freeholding
of areas capable of supporting ecologically sustainable pastoral use. The Report included an 8 point
Summary of Conclusions and 6 Figures illustrating the main issues discussed in the Report. This older
report is attached as an Appendix to this submission which considers the earlier (1999) FMC
recommendations and the new proposals included in the Preliminary Proposal (PP) for the tenure Review
of Ribbonwood (2011).

In this submission we present our views and recommendations in the same format as the PP quoted above.
In this submission we concentrate on the similarities and differences between the FMC 1999
recommendations and the current PP.

2.1 Approximately 2200 hectares to be restored to full Crown ownership and control as conservation
area under section 35(2)(a)(i) Crown Pastoral Land Act 1998 (labelled “CAl” (1770 Ha), “CA2” (20
Ha) and “CA3” (410 Ha) on the plan).

FMC is delighted to note that the combined areas of CA1 and CA3 (totalling 2180ha) correspond very
closely with the area recommended by FMC in 1999 to be returned to the Crown as Conservation Area
This area, which spreads north and south from the crest of the Diadem Range, includes the high points —
Snowy Top (1734m), Diadem (1680m), False Diadem (1727m) and the land with the highest natural and
recreation values. The multi-domed Diadem range is the gathering ground for creeks flowing in all
directions from the Summit ridge. Taking these creeks in a clockwise sequence, Ribbonwood Creek, West
Diadem Creek and a family of un-named little creeks (flowing north off the range) flow into the East
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Appendix 1

RECREATIONAL AND RELATED SIGNIFICANT INHERENT
VALUES ON RIBBONWOQOD STATION

A Report to FMC based on Field Inspections and other research
{o assist in the Crown Pastoral Lease Tenure Review Process

April 1999
CONTENTS
Contents . . . . . . . . . . page
List of Figures .. . . . . " . " . " 2
Methods of survey and assessment .. . . .. . .. . 3
General description of Ribbonwood Station . - . . - . 3
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Recreational use and opportunities . - . . . . - 4
Related significant inherent values . . . - . . - 5
Canterbury Conservation Management (Draft) Strategy .. . - - . 5
Ribbonwood in the context of the wider Omarama/Ahuriri area .. . - » 5
Conclusions .. . . . . . . . " . 6
Acknowledgements . . . . . . . . . 7

Maps showing the preferred allocation of public conservation land and freehold land

(green and red outlines respectively) and important recreational access routes (yellow) .. 8,9

Figures .. o - . o - . . - .. Follow page 9
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LIST OF FIGURES

Fig 1. General view of Ribbonwood Station with the homestead (centre) on the Quailburn Road and the Diadem
Range behind the homestead. The access road through the valley of the Ahuriri River East Branch to the Ahuriri
valley, which might be considered for 4WD use, can be seen on the right.

Fig 2. There are quite extensive areas of river flats, like these beside the Ahuriri, at both eastern and western ends of
the property. These, together with the lower hill country (below about 1100m) seem to be capable of supporting
ecologically sustainable pastoral use, and could become frechold.

Fig 3. The crest of the Diadem Range is quite seriously eroded LUC Class VIII land (above about 1100m) which
cannot support ecologically sustainable pastoral use, and should be refurned to full Crown ownership and control,
and be managed by DOC for conservation and recreational purposes.

Fig 4. Pine trees were planted high in the East Diadem Creek basin by the former Catchment Board in an attempt to
control erosion but these same trees are now a landscape disaster. These should now be removed to restore the
landscape and to eliminate the threat of unwanted spread.

Fig 5. The access road from Ribbonwood homestead to the Ahuriri valley traverses above the Quailburn homestead
and provides a vital link between the two areas of lower hill country on the property. It might also be used for
recreational purposes, with the runholders consent.

Fig 6. Although not yet a problem on Ribbonwood Station, this spread of wilding trees on a neighbouring property
illustrates what could happen. Strict controls on wilding tree spread should be a condition of freeholding the lower
country.
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RECREATION AND RELATED SIGNIFICANT INHERENT
YALUES ON RIBBONWOOD STATION

METHODS OF SURVEY AND ASSESSMENT

A reconnaissance visit and preliminary field inspection was carried out in 1998, and a site inspection was made by
aerial survey in March 1999 In part this report is based on the field inspections and in part it is based on information
gathered from other sources. Those sources include both publications and accounts by members of local tramping
and outdoor recreation groups that have been consulted about trips undertaken in the area. A study of “Outdoor
Recreation in Otago” was undertaken by Mason (1989) and published by the Federated Mountain Clubs of New
Zealand (FMC). Reference is made to this recreation plan for Otago in the recreational opportunity discussion below.
Land Use Capability (LUC) maps have been used to assess the extent of soil types, Land Use Capability (LUC)
Classes and topographic areas and their significance with respect to ecologically sustainable use. The Canterbury
Conservation Management Strategy (Draft, September 1995) has also been used as a source of reference.

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF RIBBONWOOD STATION

Ribbonwood Station is situated between the Ahuriri River and the Ohau outwash plain with the homestead at about
600m on the flats by the Serpentine Creek at the foot of the Diadem Range

(Fig. 1). Ttis a moderately large pastoral lease of just over 7000ha. The property straddles the Diadem Range which
rises to above 1700m along its crest between the headwaters of the East and West Diadem Creeks. There are quite
extensive areas of paddocks on the flats adjacent to both the Ahuriri River and Serpentine Creek (Fig. 2). These
areas of most useful farmland are not totally separated by the Diadem range because there is a good access road
which generally keeps below about 1000m and follows the East Branch of the Ahuriri River, and traverses the hill
slopes above and to the south of Quailburn Station homestead. This road also gives access to three airstrips.

The crest of the Diadem Range is quite seriously eroded (Fig. 3) and there are historic tree plantings high in the
catchment of the East Diadem Creek which were put in by the Catchment Board in an attempt to control the erosion
(Fig. 4). These plantings are now a landscape disaster, and constitute a threat of potential wilding spread.

Although the lessee has encouraged some forms of recreation the area has hitherto been relatively little used by
trampers. This is in part due to pastoral lease tenure and associated difficulties of access, and also to the fact that
there are other recreational opportunities in the Ahuriri area. The most popular recreational activities in the area are
fishing and canoeing in the Ahuriri River which forms the westermn boundary of Ribbonwood (Fig. 2). It should be
noted that the lessee did allow extensive public use of the lower slopes of Ribbonwood for the “Transit of Venus”
observation.

Land resources of Ribbonwood Station

There is about 1800ha of Land Use Capability (LUC) Class IIL, IV and VI land (commonly yellow brown earth
Pukaki soils) on the flats and fans in the vicinity of the Ahuriri River in the west and the homestead in the east (Figs.
1 and 2).

The highest ground, on the Diadem Range is classified as LUC Class VIII land (Kaikoura Steepland Soils developed
on greywacke) which is not capable of supporting ecologically sustainable pastoral use (Fig. 3). There are some
1500ha of such land, generally above about 1100 to 1200m which should be returned to fult Crown ownership and
control and managed for conservation and recreation.

Between these two extremes there are some 4000ha (or over half the property) on LUC Class VI or VIle land which
may be capable of sustainable pastoral use if managed carefully, This land is characterised by Omarama and
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Thus, with better known opportunities for public use of the backcountry on Ribbonwood Station, a wider range of
recreational activities would become available. These would not only be possible, but could also become popular
because of the recreational potential of the property, and because of the potential clientele which is different from the
tourist visitors to the nearby Mount Cook area.

RELATED SIGNIFICANT INHERENT VALUES

The National Water Conservation Order on the Ahuriri River and its tributaries recognised the outstanding
characteristics of the River and determined that the waters should be protected. The characteristics which were
recognised are as follows:-~ wild and scenic characteristics; natural characteristics; scientific values; and recreational
purposes, in particular canoeing and fishing. It should be noted that the Ahuriri River forms the western boundary of
Ribbonwood Station and access to and public use of this resource is therefore important.

In general landscape values are important for two reasons. Firstly, they underpin the recreational and public interests
in the land itself, and secondly, as the scenic backdrop for tourism. In the case of Ribbonwood, the tourism interest
is negligible but as a backdrop for recreation it is regrettable that the tree plantings are so intrusive in the upper part
of the East Diadem Creek (Fig. 4). In order to restore the landscape value of the range, and to eliminate the potential
threat of unwanted wilding spread, these trees should be removed at Crown expense. They were planted with public
money so their removal should be a Crown responsibility.

A well known problem associated with the tree planting is the threat of wilding tree spread. This does not yet appear
to be serious from the plantings in the East Diadem Creek catchment but the example just outside the property

boundary on Glen Eyrie shows how the problem can escalate especially on the lower country (Fig. 6). There should
be a clause in the frecholding agreement to ensure that wilding tree spread from all the plantings on Ribbonwood are

kept under strict control.

CANTERBURY CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT STRATEGY (DRAFT)

The Canterbury Draft Conservation Management Strategy (CMS) states an objective "o investigate Conservation
Fark Status for the areas managed by the Department in the Ohau/Ahuriri areq, and if agreed to by the Minister,
gazelte a Conservation Park

It should be noted that in the context of this proposed Conservation Patk, the amount of available land managed by
the Department may be significantly increased through tenure review. If this does indeed happen, then the area and
value (both natural and recreational) of the land to be incorporated into the Conservation Park, may also be
significantly increased.

FMC argues that this is a good reason to seek the allocation of all suitable areas on Ribbonwood Station to DOC for
management as conservation land. This would then enhance the objective stated in the CMS.

RIBBONWOOD STATION IN THE CONTEXT OF THE WIDER OMARAMA/AHURIRI AREA

An mmportant part of the tenure review process which is sometimes overlooked, is to consider the property in question
in relation to recreational and other related public interest values and accessways on neighbouring properties. Where
neighbouring properties are also undergoing tenure review an overview should be taken of the outcomes over the
entire geographic area.

None of the properties immediately adjacent to Ribbonwood and north of the Ahuriri River are yet formally in the
tenure review process, but Longslip Station, across the river, is being considered for tenure review in Otago. Because
the river effectively separates these properties, the recreational and conservation interests on Ribbonwood are not
related to those on Longslip, other than in the common interest in in-stream activities in the Ahuriri itself.

CONCLUSIONS

Significant conservation and recreation gains are possible outcomes of this tenure review.
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1. Because of the internationally well known tourist and recreational attractions of the Mount Cook area, increasing
numbers of tourists and FIT travellers are coming to the area, This increase creates a need for a wider range of
recreational opportunities (both summer and winter) than has been available hitherto. Not only do more people
create a demand for more opportunities, but this also creates a need to ensure that the more traditional use of
remote areas by New Zealanders seeking the enjoyment of natural quiet, and the challenges of the backcountry
are still catered for.

2. With better known opportunities for public use of the backcountry on Ribbonwood Station, a range of
recreational activities could become available. These would not only be possible, but could also become popular
because of the recreational potential of the property, and because of the clientele whose needs are different from
those of the tourists visitors to the Mount Cook area. The kinds of activities that Ribbonwood might provide
include day walking and mountain bike trips over the Diadem Range and both fishing and canoeing in the
Ahuriri River.

3. There are some 1500ha of potential conservation land on Ribbonwood Station. This is mainly LUC Class VIII
land which straddles the Diadem Range above about 1100m. It should be returned to full Crown ownership and
control and become conservation land to be managed for conservation and recreational purposes.

4. No formal access without the lessee’s permission has been available in the past and this may have been a factor
in the current low level of recreational activity on Ribbonwood Station. A formal access easement for foot and
mountain bike use of the 4WID tracks as described above and indicated on the accompanying map would provide
considerably more variety in recreational opportunities. This should be negotiated through the tenure review
process.

5. Consideration should be given during tenure review negotiations to the issue of landscape vatues on the Diadem
Range and the potential problem of wilding tree spread from the erosion control plantings of pines in the East
Diadem Creek catchment. These trees should be removed by the Crown to restore the landscape values, and to
eliminate the potential threat of unwanted wilding spread.

6. Some agreement should also be reached whereby the owner is also bound to control any wilding spread from tree
plantings on the new freehold Ribbonwood land.

7. Consideration should also be given during tenure review to the need to provide secure parking at or near road
ends for recreational users of the new conservation land. Negotiations should include the possible provision of
parking as indicated above.

8. There is a large area of land, amounting to over half the property, that is all the land below about 1000 to 1100m
which appears to be capable of supporting ecologically sustainable pastoral use and which could therefore
suitable for frecholding,

It is recommended that negotiations be pursued to achieve these objectives.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

We are grateful to the Canterbury Regional Council who provided access to LUC maps, and local tramping club
members and others who were helpful in providing accounts of trips undertaken in the area.
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Submission on the Preliminary Proposal for Ribbonwood Pastoral Lease

On behalf of the Dunedin Branch Forest and Bird Management Committee.

This submission is written on behalf of the Dunedin Branch of the Forest and Bird Protection
Society which has approximately 900 members, many with strong interests in the High Country
values and recreational opportunities as well as in botany and natural history in general. Many of
the members enjoy active recreation in the back country and are very aware of the need to ensure
the protection of natural values, vegetation and landscape, historical sites and to improve public
access through the tenure review process.

The submission is written with reference to the objectives of tenure review as set out in the Crown
Pastoral Land (CPL) Act 1998, and the government objectives for the South Island high country,
especially the following:-

(o promote the management of the Crown’s high country in a way that is ecologically
sustainable.

* {0 protect significant inherent values of reviewable land by the creation of protective
measures; or preferably by restoration of the land concerned to full Crown ownership and
control.

* to secure public access to and enjoyment of high country land.

o to ensure that conservation outcomes for the high country are consistent with the NZ
Biodiversity Strategy to progressively establish a network of high country parks and reserves.

This submission is based on knowledge of the lease from an inspection this month. We have also
consulted the Conservation Resources Report (CRR) and are familiar with the adjoining Quailburn

arca.

Introduction

The Ribbonwood lease extends from the Ohau Basin west across the Diadem Range, at a maximum
height of 1734m at Snowy Top, and down to the East Ahuriri River. The Homestead is on the
Quailburn Road. The Ribbonwood Stream and West Diadem Creeks are both tributaries of the East
Ahuriri River while East Diadem Creek flows into the Quail Burn and thence the Ahuriri near
Omarama.

The proposal:
General description of proposal:

2.1 Approximately 2200 hectares to be restored to full Crown ownership and control as
conservation area under section 35(2)(a)(i) Crown Pastoral Land Act 1998 (labelled “CAl”
(1770 ha), “CA2” (20 ha) and “CA3” (410 ha) on the plan).

CA1 and CA3

CA1 and CA3 are essentially one area with CA3 distinguished by planted pine trees at high altitude,
planted 40 years ago at a height of 1375 m with the mistaken idea that they would improve soil
conservation. Wilding spread from those and later plantings are now a major problen1 but we
understand that DOC is ready and willing to deal with them with newer methods now available and
this must obviously be a priority to protect and enhance the SIVs within the CAs.

Within CA1 and CA3 there are numerous alpine plants, well described in the CRR, tussock cover of
great importance for water conservation, the areas of cushion plants and the spectacular boulder






Qualified Designation

2.3.1 Qualified designation under section 36(3)(b) Crown Pastoral Land Act 1998. An
easement in gross to provide for public foot, mountain bike and horse access and conservation
management access marked “a-b-¢”, “e-f”, “e-g”, “h-i” and in the case of “d-b” and “d-j”
access for conservation management only.

We support the above designations though we are not clear if there is access to ‘a’ from the river
which we feel should be available.

In addition provision should be made for access to CCI so that the public can enjoy the birdlife
within it.
Protective Mechanism

2.3.2 CC1 Protective mechanism under Sections 40(1)(b) and 40(2)(a) Crown Pastoral
Land Act

This proposed covenant over 90 ha at the confluence of the East Ahuriri and Ribbonwood Stream 1s
to protect bird habitat and allows limited grazing to control weeds.

We totally support the intent to protect the bird habitat but feel that it should also extend further
upstream and ideally be a CA with a limited graging easement rather than a CC. This would then
mean that public access to the area was assured. We believe that the public should have access to
this area to enjoy the birdlife.

Proposed covenant conditions

Under Owners’s obligations

3.2.1 should read “eradicate and control all weeds, including lupins”

3.2.3 should read —keep the land from exotic tree species and lupins”

Schedule 1

2. The number of sheep should be specified. A figure of 90 is mentioned elsewhere in the proposal.

4. “The Minster may”, should read “the Minister shall”. The setting up of a monitoring programme
is vital to ensure the best outcomes for the rare and endangered wading birds.

We thank Darroch Ltd. for arranging permission for us to inspect the lease and are grateful to the
Farm Manager, Trent Spittal, for allowing us to visit the lease and helping us with inspection
details.

Janet Ledingham,
For the Management Committee of the Dunedin Branch, Forest and Bird Protection Society.

18.12.11
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In terms of the specifics of the Preliminary Proposal, we support the transfer of the basin flats to
freehold—the land is highly modified, including blocks of plantation forestry, shelterbelts etc.
Within that area, we strongly support the proposed conservation covenant CC1, with a stock-proof
fence for the additional protection it provides to habitat for native birds that both nest and feed on
the Ribbonwood estate. The surrounding freehold fand is productive and extensively developed, so
it is appropriate for CC1 to remain freehold with a covenant. While we recognise the need for some
productive use of the land, we are concerned that use by stock during 7 months of the year may
physically disrupt nesting habitat and disturb river habitats for native fish and thus devalue—to a
greater or lesser extent—the rationale for the covenant. This needs to be taken into account when
deciding on the stock number that can graze on the site (as per Schedule 2 of the Covenant).

In addition, it is not clear why the covenant has the bounds it does, and it seems more valuable to
include a portion of the adjoining Ribbonwood Creek, which joins the Ahuriri River East Branch
within CC1. In looking to the future, it should be noted that continuity of CC1 into the adjoining
pastoral iease Birdwood is vital—the ecological values (breeding habitat for wetland birds) have
already been identified in the conservation report for that lease.

In terms of other rivers, it is notable that the Ahuriri River, which adjoins land to be freeholded, has
multiple values associated with it {e.g., for landscape, recreation, water supply and native habitat),
and that the riverbed is subject to a Water Conservation Order in recognition of its outstanding
conservation values. We are also mindful that the river margins are mobile, as is expected for a
braided river. Thus, in order to maintain a full range of these values, we recommend that
consideration be given to the specific exclusion of stock from the river margins {i.e., the thin strip
from the edge of the terrace to the river), and suggest that a covenant or other form of protection is
applied to this river margin. We emphasise that this is especially important in developing
connectivity with the upstream Ohau Conservation Area, which reaches to the river.

Another area where there are potential issues is in the saddle and valleys separating the Diadem
Range/Ribbonwood to the south and the Ohau Conservation Area to the north. The Board notes
that the proposal will potentially create a degree of landscape discordance between the two sides of
the valley; on the North side is conservation land, and on the south side will be some conservation
land, but the greater proportion will be freehold, with the associated possibility of further
development. There is no doubt that the saddle area, which links the Diadem and Ohau ranges, is
visually significant, and that some types of development (e.g., tree planting) could therefore
compromise the landscape values of the valley and of the Ohau Conservation Area, both directly and
potentially indirectly (e.g., through wilding trees coming onto conservation land). While the Board
recognises that a freehold corridor is necessary to effectively manage developed basin flats on both
sides of the Diadem Range, it is of the opinion that there should be a light covenant in place across
the Ahuriri East Branch valley—Serpentine Saddle area to acknowledge the inherent natural character
of the landscape of the valley and simply require that developments that may significantly change
that character {e.g., extensive tree planting) will be done in consultation with the Department of
Conservation. This would create a sense of virtual connectivity in the landscape, which is important
considering that there will be conservation land to the north and south, with a relatively thin strip of
freehold land imbedded between them.

Moving to the East side of the Diadem Range, the Board notes that the proposed freehold area
encompasses heavily modified land and is largely in keeping with 2005 Ben Dhu decisions and
natural expectations of developed land. It is regrettable that past incongruous tree plantings have
disrupted the natural character of the range for much of its elevation. This means in a wider sense
that the proposed conservation areas have little landscape value (e.g., when viewed from the basin),
but retain internal conservation and recreational coherence and value.

This brings us to the proposed conservation areas CA1 and CA3. The Board supports the proposal to
incorporate these as conservation areas; these encompass the summit area of the Diadem Range,
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A. Introduction

Purpose, Objective and Functions of the NZ Walking Access Commission
The Walking Access Act 2008 (sections 3, 9 and 10) sets out the purpose, objective and functions
of the NZ Walking Access Commission.

Central to its role is the Commission’s leadership functions in negotiation and provision of free,
certain, enduring and practical access to the outdoors for New Zealanders and visitors.

Focus of Submission is Public Access
The Commission’s submission on this Preliminary Proposal is designed, as envisaged by the Act,
to achieve appropriate, enduring and future focused public access in this area of New Zealand.

The Commission’s submission reinforces the objectives of the Crown Pastoral Land Act 1998 (CPL
Act), in particular section 24(c) which is to make easier the securing of public access to and
enjoyment of reviewable land. Specifically, our submission addresses the public access and public
enjoyment matters specified in subsection (2) {c) and (d) of section 40 of the Crown Pastoral Land

Act 1998.

The Commission was not consulted during the preparation of this preliminary proposal, which had
commenced well before the introducticn of the Walking Access Act 2008. Nor has the Commission

had the opportunity to undertake a ground inspection.

Therefore, this submission should be considered as new information - provided by the Crown
agency with statutory responsibility’ for leading and supporting the negotiation, establishment,
maintenance, and improvement of:

» walking access (including walkways, which are one form of walking access) over public and
private land; and

e types of access that may be associated with walking access, such as access with firearms,
dogs, bicycles, and motor vehicles.

B. Submission

General comments

Without a map to place the pastoral lease in a physical context it is difficult to see how the
Preliminary Proposal adequately addresses section 24(c)(i) of the CPL Act (the securing of public
access to and enjoyment of reviewable land).

While the legal road (Quailburn Road) is shown as dissecting the northern portion of the lease,
there is no other indication of what, if any, public access to the lease currently exists or is planned.
The identification of existing legal access that adjoins the lease parcels is a key factor in
considering how appropriate the public access resulting from the tenure review is.

Part 4A of the Conservation Act 1987 applies to the disposition of all land being freeholded under
tenure review. While we understand that the Commissioner of Crown Lands may have no statutory
function in the reservation from sale of marginal strips, the identification of qualifying waterways is
a key factor when considering the adequacy of public access proposed in tenure reviews. The
Preliminary Proposal plan should identify this information, or it should at least be made available
with the advertising of the Preliminary Proposal.

! Section 3(b) Walking Access Act 2008
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Additional detail is therefore required to enable a meaningfu! assessment of the adequacy of
access proposed in the Preliminary Proposal,

The Commission seeks to have:

1. All the following parcels of land clearly depicted and described on the plan (where the
parcels are in close proximity fo, adjoin, or are within the pastoral lease boundary):

¢ [legal roads — formed and unformed.

» Public rights of way.

e Unallocated Crown Land.

* Allocated land of the Crown (with clear description of public access rights).
e Marginal strips — both existing and proposed.

e Other riparian parcels of land which provide public access.

¢ Covenanted areas over which public may have access.

2. Appropriate information provided to identify which waterways qualify for marginal strips and
for this information to be shown on the plan - or at least be provided with the summary of

the preliminary proposal.

Existing public access
Quailburn Road splits the northern area of the lease. There is also a legal road (Ireland Road)
which provides legal access to the southem tip of the lease in the Ahuriri valley.

The entire north-western boundary is with tands of the Ahuriri Conservation Park, where public
walking access can generally be assumed.

The Qualifying Water Bodies Assessment identifies that the Ahuriri River and the Ahuriri River East
Branch are subject to a marginal strip (S.O 238086 refers), but the practicality of this public access
is not known.

Proposed public access
The Preliminary Proposal provides only one internal public access route to CA1 and CA3, which is
up the southem boundary (‘e-f’) from Ireland Road. There is no public access proposed directly off

Quailburn Road.

Public non-motorised access is proposed alongside the Ahuriri River to the adjoining Ahuriri
Conservation Park (‘e-g’), and between the Conservation Park and CA1/CA3 (‘a-b-c’ and ‘h-i’),
although the access ‘a-b-c’ is proposed to be closed from 1 November to 20 December each year.

The Qualifying Water Bodies Assessment identifies that Ribbonwood Stream is a qualifying water
body under Part 4A Conservation Act 1987. Legal public access will therefore be possible on the
marginal strips adjoining Ribbonwood Stream. As Ribbonwood Stream is not completely confined
within the Ribbonwood pastoral lease boundary, the marginal strips will not necessarily provide
public access to CA1, which means that the easement e-f is very important.

The Commission:
3. Supporis the creation of the proposed public access easement a-b-¢’, ‘h-i’, "e-f and ‘e-g’.

4. Seeks to ensure that marginal strips to be created on waterways within the pastoral lease
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will be created with sufficient width to enable practical public access, and

5. Seeks to have unobstructed public access along marginal strips, with the use of gates, as
appropriate, in any fence which may cross over a marginal strip.

Desirable public access

Itis highly desirable that unrestricted public access be available. Section 2.3.1 of the summary
document states that “The route “a-b-c” shall be closed from 1 November to 20 December each
year during lambing.”, and section 3 states that part of the proposed access “... will have a
significant impact on the property if use increases because part passes through an important farm
production area where access is proposed to be restricted for six weeks of the year.”.

There is insufficient information presented in the document to justify any restriction on public use of
‘a-b-¢’, and closure for lambing is difficult to reconcile given that virtually all of ‘a-b-¢’ appears to be
above 980 m asl, with most of it clearly higher than 1100 m asl.

The Commission:

6. Seeks fo have unimpeded public access provided for on ‘a-b-c’as there is inadequate
Justification provided to warrant any annual closure.

Vehicle access to conservation areas is very desirable, and it would assist the public to have 4
wheel drive access from the northern end of Ireland Road at the southern corner of the lease to the
boundary with the Ahuriri Conservation Park some 5.0 to 5.5 km to the north. There appears to be
an existing vehicle track for at least part of the way, on the river side of the shelter belts, and this
access would cause minimal disruption to the farming operation. It would enhance access to the
river for fishermen, and also assist other recreationalists to reach the Conservation Park on the
eastern side of the Ahuriri River,

The Commission:

7. Seeks to have public vehicle access provided to the Ahuriri Conservation Park from frefand
Road, ‘e-g’on the plan.

Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission on the Preliminary Proposal for tenure review
of the Ribbonwood pastoral jease.

We request timely advice as to how the points we have raised have been analysed and what
amendments, if any, are subsequentiy proposed to the Preliminary Proposal designations.

Yours sincerely

Mark Neeson
Chief Executive
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21 December 2011

Luana Pentecost
Property Administrator

Darroch Limited

sty

P O Box 27

ALEXANDRA 2710EC 18

Dear Luana

Ribbonwood Pastoral Lease Tenure Review Proposal

{ wish to make submissions on the proposed tenure review of Ribbonwood Pastoral Lease. |
apologise for the lateness and hope you will accept my submission. | had assisted with the
preparation of the submission from Central Otago Lakes Forest and Bird, of which | am a committee
member, however owing to work pressures | missed the internal deadline for getting our
submission away. | have a number of points to make about the proposal, some of which were not
addressed in our submission.

| set these out below, making this submission in my own personal capacity as an experienced and
well qualified {registered) landscape architect. | have considerable knowledge of the
Mackenzie/Upper Waitaki basins, having lived in the Mackenzie on a sheep station the first 20-30
years of my life and | am also now a Committee Member of the Upper Waitaki Zone Committee
{Canterbury Water Management Strategy). Over the period 1996 -2003 | carried out over 40
landscape assessments for tenure reviews on Canterbury pastoral leases on contract to the
Department of Conservation. Since moving to Wanaka in 2001 | have been part of the Forest and
Bird “team” looking at tenure review proposals for Otago and South Canterbury pastoral leases.

| inspected Ribbonwood along with the other “team” members on 12" December and also on 10™

December from the Ahuriri valley.

Proposed Freehold/Conservation Area boundary

| support the retention of the high altitude summit lands as conservation area. They are clearly not
able to support any pastoral use, and have very high values for recreation and landscape enjoyment.

The use of the existing fences as the boundary however is not supported. Large areas of Class Vli and
VIl land lie below the fences. Whilst it is recognised pastoral use will generally focus on the lower
lands, Merino sheep will drift up the faces. Essentially the status quo is being maintained. As the
proposal acknowledges, on-going grazing of these higher lands, above 900-1000m altitude, cannot



be sustained ecologically . No fertiliser is applied to these areas because of the short growing season
and it is not economic. The absence of fertiliser application above 1000m is also recognised in the
proposal. The on-going “mining” of nutrients and slow degradation of the tall tussock fands will
continue. In places the lower tall tussock communities will be converted to exotic pasture. The
lowest tall tussock is the most valuable, being the scarcest communities. Tall tussock is essential for
water capture, storage and yield. Protection of tall tussock is therefore very important considering

how valuable water resources are.

In order to meet the first principie of the Crown Pastoral Land Act 1998, these areas need to be
fenced off permanently. This will involve considerable new fencing, however this is typical of many
tenure reviews. It is a one off cost with long term ecological and landscape gains. | also cannot see
how a high altitude fence would be easier to maintain than a lower fence around the 800-900m
contour — which would receive less snow, is on easier country generally with less snow drift and is
easier to get to on a reguiar basis for both monitoring and repairs.

With careful choice of alignment following natural folds in the land; avoiding setting up high points
where sheep will naturally camp; and avoiding topdressing right up to the fence an unsightly visual
contrast and line can be avoided. The new fence lines are not to be bladed for visual reasons and to

avoid introducing weeds.

Quailburn Saddle and CA2

| support the inclusion of the remnant of red tussock within the adjacent conservation area.
However the land generally here is over 1000m and there are other areas of red tussock near the
plantation. This land would be better placed within conservation estate (and better meet the first
object of the CPL Act). My suggestion is that the land east and north of the plantation is part of the
conservation area, thus allowing a continuity of public land across the saddle and up on to Snowy
Top and the Diadem Range; as well as full altitudinal sequences of vegetation and landforms. The
inclusion of the area about the saddle in conservation land would also have a better landscape and
visual outcome, avoiding uncharacteristic scrub clearance and greening and fence lines in the area.
The existing development changes would diminish over time including the plantation (except for the
track which | accept, and possibly the airstrip if it is still used).

A proposed new fence line would follow the track east to meet the fence running up to point 1165.

The existing 4WD track can be the centre of a farm management /stock movement easement 20m

wide through the area.

Route h-i would not be necessary as there would be all-year access to the east of the plantation,
along the saddie crest. This is @ more logical route than either a-b or h- i with respect to the existing
track up the Quailburn on to the saddle and would not require any new track building {otherwise
necessary to reach point ‘a’). Route a-b-c would also be entirely within conservation land and

therefore not required as an easement.



Soil Conservation Plantings

it is good that these old Catchment Board plantings will be within the new conservation area, as the
DOC is best placed to effectively deal with these. Removal of these trees will save a lot of DOC and
volunteer time and money in the future, by removing the source of wildings.

They are also visualiy very out of ptace. Removat will restore the original natural character.

The plantation on the Quailburn Saddle should like-wise be removed. DOC has worked hard to clear
the sadd!e area of wilding conifers. It would be very unfortunate if this good work was all undone.

East Branch Ahuriri River and Ribbonwood Creek

An inspection of this river system both on the ground and through Google shows it is consistent in
character along its length within the lease area. The proposed covenant should cover the whole

system, between the natural terraces.

The purpose of the covenant is to maintain the natural character of the river in a visual sense, on a
landscape scale, as well as protecting its value as habitat particularly for the bird species as
described in the Conservation Resources Report. The system includes a variety of inter-connected
habitats, including dryland terraces, backswamps, seepages, small side streams with riparian
herbage, woody shrubland, occasional larger trees, and open gravel and boulder riverbed as well as
the small river itself. All this needs to be protected.

A covenant covering the whole system within the lease would provide continuity between the
Quailburn/Ohau conservation area and the Ahuriri River.

The (sheep only) stocking rate needs to be kept low, and | support exclusion during bird nesting

period.

The covenant is also to require any exotic weeds with spread potential to be removed such as crack

willow, wilding conifers, lupins, broom and gorse.

This covenant should alsc extend up Ribbonwood Creek which has similar values albeit on a smalter
scale. Connectivity to the Diadem conservation area is important however.

Ahuriri River Terraces

The Ahuriri terraces are an integral part of the Ahuriri River valley, a very important and cutstanding
braided river. The protection of its natural character both in a visual and ecological/hydrological

sense is paramount.



There is little grazing value given the small areas involved and the thin stony recent soils. However
some sheep grazing (only) is probably beneficial in controliing rank exotic growth and maintaining

open habitat.

There should be a covenant over these terraces as well, the object of which is to maintain natural

character and protect habitat.

Grazing is to be restricted to sheep only. Whether there needs to be exclusion during bird breeding
season is a matter for expert advice from DOC. There is to be no further cultivation or oversowing
and topdressing, or any tree planting. All spread risk weed species are to be promptly removed if
they appear {(such as lupins, gorse, broom, wilding trees).

Regarding the access e-g, at the southeast end there is a formed 4WD track angiing up the scarp just
near the power line. This would be a logical way to get to the top of the scarp, rather than further
west where there is no track. Having the route along the top of the scarp is good, providing an
excellent overview of the large riverbed in its mountain valley setting, as well as keeping people
away from the river where they disturb the birds. It is also a very easy route.

Ohau Basin Floor
Bog Pine

There is a small remnant of bog pine close to the road about 1km southeast of the west boundary
with Tarn Brae. Whilst insignificant ecologically compared to Ben Dhu Reserve populations, itis a
highly visible remnant of the original character. It deserves protection from cattle and deer browsing

and removal.

Streams

Even though modified and surrounded by developed pasture, the streams running through the basin
floor block need to be protected. | note these were identified as having significant value in the CRR.
The northern Wairepo stream feeds into the Benmore Swamp, which is proposed for funding to
protect and enhance it in the ECAN Immediate Steps Biodiversity funding programme.

Protection can be way of covenant. They need to be fenced from cattie and deer or intensive sheep
grazing. Topdressing is to be kept at least 20m away from wetland/stream margins. Some light sheep
grazing will be necessary to control rank growth, the only alternative being to plant them out in
permanent preferably indigenous riparian vegetation.

Whilst these measures are considered best practice, there is no compulsion - they are voluntary. It
is incumbent on the tenure review process to ensure these values are protected, if it is to comply

with the objects of the CPLA.

Wilding Tree Spread
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