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Conservation resources report

As part of the process of tenure review, advice on significant
inherent values within the land is provided by Department of
Conservation officials in the form of a conservation resources
report. This report is the result of outdoor survey and
inspection. It is a key piece of information for the
development of a preliminary consultation document.

The report attached is released under the Official Information
Act 1982.
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WOOPBANK LEASE.

PART 1

INTRODUCTION

'The Woodbank Pastoral Lease 15 a relatively small run (1276 hectares) about 10 km west
of Hanmer on the foot slopes of the Hanmer Range. It is hilly country bounded to the
north and west by Hanmer Forest Parl, to the south by the river terraces above the
Waiau River and o the east by the Grantham River. A smaller, separate block occupies a
wooded, west-facing slope on Rodney Hill, cast of the Granthum River. It ranges in
alutude from about 400 m to 1143 m near Grey Hill. A number of small streams drain
castwards into the Grantham River and southwards into the Waau River while in the
east the Empson River dissects the property flowing from the Hanmer Forest Park and
emptying mto the Waiau River,

To the north and east of the lease 15 Hanmer Forest Park, which 1s managed by the
Department of Conservation. To the south of the lease is freehold land held by the
lessees whule 1o the east and adjacent to the Rodney black is frechold land held by

relatives of the lessees.

The pastoral lease lies in the Miromiro Ecological District of the Molesworth Ecologjcal
Regron and 15 charactenised by greywacke and argillite ranges to 1875 mewres asl. and a
glacial outwash basin. No assessment has been made of the ecological district as part of
the Protected Natural Areas programme,

PART 2

INHERENT VALUES: DESCRIPTION OF CONSERVATION RESOURCES AND
ASSESSMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

2.1  ILandscape

Landscape assessments undertaken recognisc the Hanmer Basin as one of Canrerbury's
more distinctive and memorable landscapes and as a special area, not just for local
residents, but to many Cantabnians (Lucas 1995, Glasson 1992).

The hll and mountain backdrap is one of the key factors underlying the landscape values
of the Basin. The Hanmer Range, in particular, has been idemified as significant
regronally and ar a district level. The upper slopes of the Range were identified as
outstanding manly due 1o therr naturalness espectally the beech forest remnants, the
distinctive skyline and the sirong visual contrast and physical transiuon {rom [armed
plan to relatvely natural mountainside. The ranges are also highly visible from public
roads and strongly enclose the small basin, heightening public appreciation of them.

SH7, a major east-west highway and tounst route, passes around the south side of the
basin and out the western end where it enters the Waiau/Hope fver valley and travels on
to Lewis Pass. The elevated position of the highway affords ravellers impressive
panoramic views of the whole Basin with the Hanmer Range as a backdrop, The
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southwest end of the range curves round towards the highway o form a “portal”
berween the Basin and the Walan/Hope valley. This is also a transition point ®om the
drier, tussock and shrub covered hill country and highly modified plains of eastern
Canterbury, to the wetter, more mountainous, beech {orested and predominantly nararal
High Counury.

Woodbank is a very small and lower part of the enclosing ranges, in the context of the
scale of the Basin. It is not a significant part of the skyline and is one of the most distant
parts in views from the public roads within the Basin or from FHanmer township. Grey
Hill still has value however as part of the long, natural mountain range backdrop to the
Basin. It 15 an end point of the Hanmer Range, tending to draw atrention to it.

Tts sigmficance in refation to SHY is quite different. As che highway travels west, Grey
Hill is directly and fully in view and dominates the skyline. The highway draws closer and
closer to Grey Hill as it nears the west end of the Basin. Here the slopes, immediately
across the Waau River, are only 1.5-2km distant and are the most significant part of the
highway expenience between Mcintosh Flat and Gabriels Gully (2 distance of abour
6km). They form the portal described above.

The predominant landuses are conservanion/recreation and extensive pastoralism. Apart
from vegetation disturbance and introduction of exctic species, human modification is
largely limited to fencelines and 4WD wacking and the occasional hur and stockyard.
Overall, a hughly natural and remote landscape character predominares.

2.1.1 Landscape Units

On Woodbark, withun the broad landscape type, three distinet landscape nnits can be
wdentified.

1. Empson River Carchment

Thus is a small, roughly circular, self-contained, south-facing river catchment flowing
directly off Grey Hill into the Waiau River. The npper part is within the Hanmer Forest
Park. Altitude ranges from 360-1000m a.s.l. The 4WD track encircling the catchinent and
the boundary ning fence are the only man-made clements.

'The catchment is highly narural with linle obvious modification. Natural patterns and
processes dormnate, particularly the regrowth of kanuka and beech. The carchment is
physically and visually continuous with the Conservation Area beyond.

2. Watau and Grantham Faces

These are the eastern slopes of Grey Hill nising to the lower summit of 1143m a.sl.,
forming the lower true right of the Grantham River valley, and the southeast side of the
long spur descending southwest from Grey Hill, overlooking the Waiau River. The lower
part of these slopes 15 outside the lease, as freehold farmland (as yer undeveloped). The
{aces enclose the west end of the Hanmer Basin, forming a "portal” to the Waiau/Hope

Vi-l].l!i)f.

Conzervation Resources Hepart. 1910/ 2
CHCCO-10540

I
e



RELEASED UNDER THE -~
OFFICAL INFORMATION ACT

A significant natural feature is the remnant beech forest and assocjated shrublagls inthe
three larger valleys facing 1he Waau. Subdividing siock fences are the only man-made
element in this unit but they are not visually obvious.

Whilst being more obviously modified (by grazing, bumning, etc) the unit retains a strong
sense of naturalness overall and contains many narural features such as the beech forest,
rock outcrops and subalpine shrubs and tussocl on upper slopes. Regrowth of kamtka is
a dormnant natural process although it is continuously suppressed.

3. Rodney Block

Thus 1s a small hill block on the true left side of the Grantham River on the west side of
the Rodney spur from Rodaey knoll (826m asl) to the toe of the spur. The much larger
part of the spur is within the Hanmer Forest Park.

The block has a cover of dense kanuka forest and shrubland with some remnant and
emergent beech. Cycles of disturbance are evident with open grassland spur crests and
north facing sides, a generation of young kanuka growing up through the grey haze of
dead kanuka stems and a generation of more mature kanuka, The unit retains a strong
sense of naturalness, however.

2.1.2. Visual Values

Most of Woodbank is visible from a number of public viewpoints. The most significant
views are from SH7 as it travels between Melntosh Flat and Ferry Bridge, on the
opposite side of the Waiau River to Woodbank. Travelling west, the Waiau Faces (i.c. the
southeast side of Grey Hill) are in full and direct view. The pyramidal form of Grey Hill
forms an eye-carching skyline. The three valleys with remnamt beech forest are also a
visual focus. The skyline ridge and upper slopes of the long spur extending southwest
from Grey Hill is also a nawral visual focus. As the highway nears and passes through
the west end of the Basin, the Waiau faces draw closer and closer. In the vicinity of
McIntosh Flai there are very clear and direci views of the faces from the Waiau riverbed
to their crest,

The Waiau and Grantham faces are visible from the road into Hanmer Springs. This is a
more distant view and higher, more rugged skyline peaks on the Hanmer Range
domunate visually, Grey Ll is still obviously part of the long nanural mountain range
backdrop, however.

"The Rodney block is clearly visible from SH7. It forms the low {oreground 10 the forest-
clad mountainous peaks behind.

2.2, Landforms and Geology

Glacial activity has shaped the high basins and valleys on the property buc it is less
evident than in the mountains further south. Scree and rock outcrop are commeon
cspecially ar hugher altirudes intermixed with alpine and snow tussockland, subalpine
shrubland and fellfield.

Conservation Regources Report. 19/10/49 3
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'The basin flats are glacial cuiwash from the Pleistocene (Quaternary) Peniod while the g
hills are strongly-indurated greywacke and argillite, part of the Torlesse Group from the
Trassic (Mesozoic) Period.

The Hope Fault runs in an east-west direction along the Waau and Hanmer Rivers on
the southern boundary of the property.

2.3.  Climate

The climate 15 subhunud to bomid with annual rainfall of 1400 to 2500mm. Predomunare
winds are from the north west.

24 Vegetation

Much of the land has been cleared of forest and shrubland in the past with only small
remnants of the original mountain beech and broadleaf forest species remaining, mainly
in the bottomn of deep gullies. However large areas of seral kanuka, broom and bracken
fernland indicate that the land is steadily reverung back to forest, Only some of the lower
slopes, mainly those facing the Waiau and Grantham rivers reman m rough pasture and
some of these have large patches of broom and scartered kanuka and maragourt shrubs
on them. The result of all the clearing and consequent reversion is to form a mosaic of
plant communities scattered across the property.

The major plant commumities include:

L. grassland communines i.e. exouc grassland, hard tussock (Festrce nowe-zelandias) with
exoric grasses and native herbs, small shrubs and grasses and snow 1ussock (Chonodoa
niguda)

2. bracken (Perictizen esadentyony)

3, fernland and shrubland, including low kanuka shrubland, nauve mixed shrubland wih
hard tussock, shrubland of rocky ground and broom (Cygss sappois) shrubland.

4. forest, both tall kanuka (Krorzea ericowtes) and mountain beech (Nothofagus solandyt var,

diffortioides) forest.

Hard Tussock Grassland

Above about 700 m and often extending much lower (below 500 m}, grassland areas are
dominated by hard wssock At lower altitudes, the hard tussock 1s widely spaced with
exotic grasses prominent as well as small natve grasses such as blue wssock (Poa cobuo),
Deyaxia avooides and small natve herbs and rushes. Higher up the exotic component
reduces with a denser hard tussock cover and higher native component. In damper
ground and seepage arcas rushes can be prominent (/s and Cirex spp.) with silver
tussock (Poa dta) occumng on areas with higher nurrient levels such as slu.mps and
riparian places. On the eroded western boundary ndge the vegetation 15 a mux of hard
tussockland and shrubland with a vanety of native shrubs including Pondes orephila,
Gardiheria novae-zelarcdiae, Ganltheria onssa, Pentadhondra. prerila, waru (Coviana sanmertosa),
Coprosna dhasenait, Lewoopogan frasen, Lenapogm wlensa, \auhinu (Ozotharees leaplnila),
Hebe sp., Dracphylion ronflonen, (Nema ombfola and manuka, Nauve herbs such as
Cebrisia spectabalis, Cebmisia traversu, Ansorme flexuosa, Bradnglonss bdlidiordes, harebedl
(Wablembonga altumargua), the orchids Thehmitra longiflia and Caladona bylli, the navive
prasses blue tussock and Ryridosperma sctifola and wood rush (Liczda ridz) also occur here,
The grey moss Raarniium benggosen 15 a promunent member of this communiry. This

Congervation Hesources Report. P9/ 10494 )
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community occupies relatively small areas but occurs on rocky ndge tops and knﬂbi
throughout. Small patches of Hieraren pilosdla are {requently present and some / lioadon
pracalien,

Snow Tussack (Chionoechloa rigida) Grassland
Small areas of snow tussock occur along the northern boundary, above 900 m.

Exotic Grassland (pasture)

Pusture, with mainly exotic grasses such as sweet vernal (Anthoxauhen odmmen) and
brown top (Agrosts capillaris), is confined generally to the lower slopes, below 706 m, and
rore particularly, to the hill slopes facing the Watau and Grantham Rivers. About half of
this 1s below the lease boundary. More extensive areas of pasture must have been
developed previously but bracken, broom and kanuka have invaded rmuch of his.
Kanuka, 1n particular, occurs in patches in the existing pasture. Small areas of pasture
remain in the Empson catchment but it appears to be disappeaning under broom and
kanuka. About one quarter of the lease area is still in some sort of exotic grassland or
prasture.

Bracken Fernland

Bracken patches occur on several mid-aktitude slopes. As bracken marures it opens up
and forms a sujtable nursery for the seedlings of shrub and tree species such as beech

:-lnd kﬂ.ﬂukﬂ_
Shrubland

Young kanuka could be described as shrubland when it is only one to two metres tall and
on this property much of the kanuka is in this category where it forms mainly pure stands
but often with emergent mountain beech and occasionally other native shrubs (Coposnas,
matagouri). On exposed, eroded, rock knobs and ridges and in some of the hard wssock
grassland, a vaniety of native shrubs grow. A typical site is on top of knob 944 m, Here,
where most soil has been blasted away by the wind, grasses are few witn mosses and
shrubs dominating. Grey moss is prominent with other moss species and lichens growing
over large areas of exposed rocldield. Native shrubs include Helidrysion parufolivn,

L xocanpus bickellsi, vauhini (Ozotharms leprophylla), Olearta cypmbiflia, Lewoposon cdeor,
Dracophyllon sorfloren, Podocarpus nvalis, Gasdtheria cmssa and dwarfed manuka and
kanuka. Orher plants here include Acaphylla aures, Lycopoduen scariogen, Keleria didfenbadbii,
Craspedia lanata, Blectmon pomanaring, everlasting daisy (Anaphalioides bellidioides), Selerabus
waflorus, and Lagenifera ameata.

A rock outcrop contains Coprosma sp. “alpina” and Copmena intertexta. Other shrubs
occurring throughout the shrubland, except in pure kanuka stands, are Coproena
propugue, Coprosna rugosa, Disaaria mwenazi (matagourt), prickly heach (Cyabods jurpering),
mungmingt {Lescopoger fascodata) and Hebe subalping, Manuka forms only a minor
component of small areas. In places bright green patches of the native nitrogen fixer,
tuny (Cordarie sarrmenitoss), can be seen.

Canservacton Besources Report, 19/]0/99 ]
CHICC L1054 i



= RELEASED UNDER THE
OFFIC:AL INFORMATION ACT

-

Broom and Gorse

Patches of broom can be found in many parts of the lease primanly in the lower parts of
gullies but largre areas of broom are present in the Empson River carchment especially ar
lower altrrudes. Single plants appear to occur throughout the lease area, many chewed
right down by stock and hares and/or rabbits. One stock-trimmed gorse (Ulex eurpases)
bush was seen at about 800 m altitude. Kanuka can be expected to over-top and suppress
these plants in time,

Kanuksa

At present kanuka forms different age stands reflecting past clearance by fire. Young
stands are acuvely invading both exotic and hard tussock grasslands. Older stands of
larger trees occur where fires have missed small areas and in damper gullies. There is no
particular partern. The largest trees, with trunks up to about 200 mm in diameter, were
secn on the Grantham River {lats, in gullies and as isolated trees in thickly regenerating
lanuka On rocky knobs and ridges, kanuka tended 1o be dwarfed and occurred with
manuka and other shrubs.

Mountain Beech Forest

Mountain beech occurs throughout the lease as remnant stands, as riparian strips in the
Empson River valley bottorn and 1ts tnbutanes, in several gullies draining the south-cast
faces and as single trees and small clumps nsing above kanuka shrubland.

The largest stand of beech occurs in the south-west corner. This is relatively young forest
(about 3040 years of age) with most trees of small circurnference. Young broadleaf
(Griselrmiia lizeovalis), lancewood (Psadopmax cussfolis), Coprosna sp. “tayloriae”, Copusra
aeata, Coprosna colensot, prickly heath (Qutbodes reuperona), Olearia avicreuifolia and
Guultheria antipoda form a typically sparse understorey with numerous beech seedlings
growing {rom a mossy forest floor. The bush lawyer and climber, Redus cissoides, is also
present. Kanuka, matagouni (Discaria twenaton), Coprosna rigosz and several native herbs
such as Cebnisia traversis and Bulbmella angustifolia, grow around the forest edge. In the
valley bottoms, several broadleal species are associared with the remnant beech stands.
They include large broadleaf trees, kohuhu (Pittosporomn tezaplzom), putaputawera
(Carprodietus serratus) and koromiko (Flebe salicifolia).

Rodney Block

Thus area is predominantly tall kanuka forest. Other plants presemt under this more open
canopy kanuka include Coprosna rigida, Coprosna sp. “taylonae”, Coprosna rharmcides,
Corokia commeaster, Leweopogon fascadzata, putaputawera (Carpoditus sorvanis) and broadleal,
25  Fauna

Birds appear 1o favour the shrubland areas with bellbird, womti, silver-cye and famail
noted. N Z falcon have also been seen.

Conservation Resources Report, ) 9/1 0499 O
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The Mountain Giant Dragontly Unpetala daltern has been seen m thes areas Tuag common
throughour the eastern Souch Istand. It is the largest dragonily in New Zealand and is
often observed flying over scrub or tussock and perching or basking for long penods on
boulders and rock owcrops 1 the sun.

Other invertebrates noted include one day-flying moth Asapbodes clarata which lives on
buttercups plants and two species of grasshoppers Phadacnduen magrule, which ts
common throughout New Zealand and Paprides forgfer' which 1s common throughout
Mid Canterbury.

The Ernpson River is in good condimion for nvertebrates with 2 vanety of habitars (runs
and riffles) and substrate (fine and coarse gravel). Mayflies, Caddisflies, Stoneflies and
Dobsonflies have all besn collected froni the nver.

In the beech forest the ground living tnvertebrate community 1s rich with cockroaches,
beetles and ants. Along the bush edge large numbers of {lies, wasps and grasshoppers
have been seen basking in the sunlight.

2.6 Historic

Woodbank was one of the early runs in the Amuri district when 1t was admirnstered as
paurt of Nelson Province. It originally covered much of the western part of the Hanmer
Plain and the hill slopes to the north and west. It was first taken up by George Hooper
and then sold ro Nathamel Edwards, George Bennerr and William Rolbinson i 1859
The run was then divided and Edwards and Bennett took the western pordon. This was
purchased in 1860 by William Atkinson whose descendants still own the freehold and
pastoral lease. Progressive freeholding of the lower hills and plain occurred unti, in 1980,
a lietle over half of the then lease was surrendered as part of a run plan agreement and
the existing lease issued over the remainder.

There 15 no known historic remnant on the lease.
2.7 Public Recreation
2.7.1 Physical Characteristics

‘The environment of the upper part of the lease has been modified bug is generally
dormunated by natural vegetation or landscapes. The lower part of the lease has been
extensively modified. It 15 accessible by off road vehicles, mountanbikes, horses and
walkers. The area qualifies as a Back Country Experience under the Recreation
Opporturuty Spectrum.

2.7.2  Legal Access

A legal roadline runs from the end of Woodbank Road to, and up, the Grantham River.
A {ormed track follows this roadline for a while and then diverts off to follow a lane

between developed paddocks.

Conservation Resourees Repar, [9/10/49 7
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The only known existing activity 1s access for hunters into the conservation arca %o the
west L.¢. the Tuwa Stream area.

PART 3

OTHER RELEVANT MATTERS & PLANS.

3.1.  Consultation

NGO's have been noufied of the inclusion of Woodbank i1 the tenure review process
and a submussion has been received from the Federated Mountain Clubs of N.Z. This
submission calls for the provision of legal vehicle access to the Grantham River and foot
access to the conservation areas at the head of the Grantham and in the Tutu,

3.2 Regional Policy Staterments and Plans
Not applicable.
3.3, District Plans

Woodbank is in the Hurunui District. The proposed District Plan was notified in
September 1995 and decisions on the plan were released in August 1997, References
have been submutted on the plan and will be considered shortly. In particular, landscape
zones may be changed.

‘That part of the lease east of the Grey Hill ridge 15 in the Flanmer Basin Management
Area. Policies for this area include “the protection of the conservarion and landscape
values of the Hanmer Basin hillsides :mdp mountains from inappropnate use and
developrent”, “the protection of the scenic and conservation values of the Waiau River
from inappropriate use and development” and “to improve, mainrain and enhance the
views of the landscape of the Hanmer Basin from principal roads.”

All the lease 15 in an Area of Significant Landscape, however there is no nules specific to
such an area and the general rules covered in the plan apply.

3.4. Conservation Management Strategies and Plans

The draft Canterbury Conservation Management Strategy lists protection of the SH 7
scemuc corndor and the use of tenure review to enhance the protecton of ecosystems as
key result areas.

3.5. Freshwater Fisheries Plans

Not applicable,

Conservation Resovurces Repor, 19/10/99 5
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4,1 Additional Information

(1) Terms and condiuons of protective mechanism.

4.2 [lustrative Maps - RH F,ASED UNDEH THE - ,.,'
2.1, TopoCadased OFFIC AL INFORMATION ACT

4.2.2. Values -
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