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This guide outlines the approach the Commissioner of Crown Lands and Toitū Te Whenua Land 
Information New Zealand (LINZ) will adopt when assessing reasonable alternatives under the Crown 
Pastoral Land Act 1998 (CPLA). This guide only applies to applicants seeking consent to undertake a 
discretionary pastoral activity, stock limitation exemption or for the grant of a commercial recreation 
permit. 

Understanding impacts   
Understanding the effects an activity will have on inherent values of the Crown Pastoral estate is a key 
requirement of the consenting process. The Commissioner may decline a consent application or commercial 
recreation permit where a reasonable alternative will have lesser adverse effects on inherent values.  

Whether a reasonable alternative exists can only be assessed on a case-by-case basis. Consenting can range 
from relatively simple, one-off activities, through to major, multi-year programmes of work. This is why we 
cannot provide a fixed description of what is required.  

This guide seeks to provide clarity and transparency, while also recognising the diversity of the consenting 
process.  

Reasonable alternative  
In assessing applications, a 'reasonable alternative' to a proposed activity is an activity that:  

• differs from the activity that is the subject of an application in spatial terms (e.g., location, scale, 
dimensions) or methodological and/or technological terms (e.g., the type of material used, or the 
method employed to undertake the activity) 

and 

• could feasibly attain or approximate the proposed activity's objective, but with lesser adverse effects 
on inherent values 

and 

• is not only or merely illusory (i.e., an activity which is essentially the same with only slight technical 
differences), abstract or theoretical. 
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Progression of applications 
During the consent process, LINZ will engage the applicant to better understand the proposed activity. LINZ 
may also seek information and advice from other parties. If LINZ or the Commissioner believes a reasonable 
alternative (to the proposed activity) exists, we will contact the applicant to discuss why we believe an 
alternative option has lesser adverse effects on the inherent values.  

Example, a new track which is planned to closely pass by a heritage site may need to be shifted to a 
safer distance on a similar path.  

LINZ or the Commissioner will provide a reasonable timeframe for the applicant to provide further 
information or respond to the alternative proposal. Timeframes will vary depending on the complexity, 
volume or type of information required.  

This guide will apply from 17 November 2022 and will be reviewed periodically. LINZ will continue to work 
with leaseholders and other agencies to evaluate the effectiveness of our processes. 
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