
Geospatial information, also known as location 
information, tells us where features and places 
are, how they relate to one another, and how 
they can change over time. It ranges from 
the physical features on, above or below the 
earth’s surface to information about property 
boundaries, traffic and people, weather, health 
issues and hazards. 

Location information is being used increasingly 
by businesses and government to improve 
their analysis and decision making. 

By adding GIS papers to your tertiary 
qualification, you can open up a whole world 
of career opportunities. 

What is GIS? 	

GIS stands for Geographic Information 
Systems - information systems that work 
with spatial data, ranging from nationwide 
databases of property boundaries to the 
location based services on your mobile phone. 
These information systems capture, store, 
manage, analyse and visualise spatial data in a 
software environment.

GIS also means Geographic Information 
Science, the science that underlies Geographic 
Information Systems and their use. 

Globally, there is a shortage of skilled 
GIS professionals. According to a report 
commissioned by Google, geospatial services 
are growing by 30% per annum globally. There 
are good job opportunities for GIS graduates 
in New Zealand, with positions across the 
business sector, central and local government 
and iwi. 

www.careers.govt.nz (search ‘geospatial’) 
has more information on the sorts of jobs 
available, and how to ensure you have the 
right qualifications.

Where can I study GIS? 	

GIS papers are taught across New Zealand – 
from Whangarei to Invercargill. 

A full list of GIS courses and 
qualifications is available at  
linz.govt.nz/studying-gis

Check out scholarship options for 
New Zealand tertiary GIS studies 
at linz.govt.nz/gis-scholarship-
options

Join us @growgisnz

This brochure is sponsored by Toitū Te Whenua for the 
Geospatial Capability Committee (GCC). 
Check out more about the GCC at www.linz.govt.nz/gcc

Add location to your degree...

The cover image of Auckland CBD was created using Auckland Aerial 
LiDAR 2016-2018 with the in-browser 3D viewer at Opentopography.org. 
Digital elevation and surface models available for free from the 
LINZ Data Service - www.data.linz.govt.nz
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Profiles

Nikora Warren Heitia
•	Senior Treaty Partnerships Advisor at the Department of Conservation
•	Previously Research Assistant, Māori Policy Team at Bay of Plenty 

Regional Council
•	Bachelor of Environment Studies at Te Whare Wānanga o 

Awanuiarangi, Whakatāne

“GIS is a prominent component today across so many 
sectors, and especially with managing environmental 
issues. It’s a huge advantage to hold skills in GIS and 
I’d encourage anyone to add some GIS papers to their 
studies.”

I wanted to 
learn the skills I 
need to help my 
iwi, and make 
a contribution 
to resolving 
surrounding 
environmental 
issues.

Jennifer Coppola
•	Hydrographic Surveyor at Toitū Te Whenua Land Information New 

Zealand
•	Previously Nautical Cartographer at Toitū Te Whenua LINZ
•	BSc Advanced Double Major in Mathematics and Biology, Advanced 

Diploma in Marine Geomatics, MEng (Geomatics Engineering) – all 
Canada; currently studying PGDip in Arts (Geospatial Sciences) at 
Massey University via Distance Learning

“Learning GIS skills of how to collect, manage, analyse 
and present geospatial data are transferable and will only 
open doors to many career opportunities.”

Tania Te Hira
•	Geospatial Specialist with Haanuiorangi Te Whare Tapu o Ngāpuhi
•	Previously Geospatial Information Analyst at the Department of 

Conservation
•	Bachelor of Science (Anthropology) at University of Auckland, 

Postgraduate Diploma in Geographic Information Science at 
Auckland University of Technology

“For me, GIS allows me to follow my original passion and 
interest in anthropology and archaeology, just through 
a different path. It really opens doors for me to work all 
over New Zealand – as well as internationally.”

It will change 
the way you 
view data and 
information, and 
how you approach 
challenges... take 
some risks – you’ll 
be surprised at 
what you learn. 

Knowledge of 
GIS systems and 
the ability to 
analyse data in 
a spatial context 
is a very sought 
after skill, in a 
fast-growing 
field.

Rebecca McMorran
•	Senior Transport Analyst, Transport Strategy Team at the Wellington 

City Council
•	Previously Senior Analyst, Analysis and Research Group at the 

Ministry of Education
•	Postgraduate Diploma in Geographic Information Science at Victoria 

University of Wellington and Bachelor of Applied Economics at 
Massey University, Palmerston North

“GIS skills can be applied over a wide range of vocations 
and will be undeniably useful in today’s society where 
online maps and data visualization are part of people’s 
everyday activities.”

Spencer Han
•	Data Wrangler at Stats NZ
•	Previously GIS Administrator at Waikato Regional Council
•	BSc(Hons) in GIS at the University of Auckland, GradDipSci 

in Computer Science at the University of Waikato, Master of 
professional studies, Data Science at the University of Auckland

“As a field of exploring data in a spatial context, GIS 
has been adopted by many other industries such as 
environmental studies, asset management and business 
intelligence.”

Hamish Kingsbury
•	Senior Spatial Data Specialist at Abley
•	Postgraduate Diploma in Geographic Information Science and Bachelor 

of Science (Geography) at the University of Canterbury

“GIS is what you make it. It can be applied in so many 
different ways. Many university geography departments 
offer an introduction course in either 200 or 300 level. Give 
it a go. You never know what might come out of it.”

There’s always 
something to 
learn in GIS... I’m 
always seeing 
innovative ways 
GIS is being 
applied, it’s 
exciting.


