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Pūtake/Purpose statement 
To inform you of non-legislative measures Toitū Te Whenua Land Information New Zealand (LINZ) 
will take to advance some of the policy objectives of the deferred Public Works (Whenua Māori, 
Offer Back, Compensation, and Other Matters) Amendment Bill. 

 

Pānui whāinga/Key messages 
1 LINZ is undertaking a routine review of its regulatory Standards and Guidelines that inform 

the acquisition and disposal of land under the PWA. Initial work focusing on the “Standard 
for the disposal of land held for a public work” and its accompanying Guideline is due to be 
completed in the first half of 2023.  

2 A second tranche of work focusing on the “Standard for the acquisition of land under the 
Public Works Act 1981” and its Guideline will commence in mid-2023.  

3 To improve the fairness of the PWA process for Māori landowners, LINZ will use the review 
of the Standards and Guidelines to progress some of the changes proposed under the 
deferred Public Works (Whenua Māori Offer Back, Compensation, and Other Matters) 
Amendment Bill.  

4 However, some of the anticipated changes may not be achievable to the same extent as 
proposed in the Bill as the Standards and Guidelines will need to comply with the PWA in its 
current form.  

5 LINZ has identified other non-legislative measures to implement other aspects of the Bill, or 
otherwise contribute to improving procedural fairness in the treatment of Māori land. These 
include reviewing compensation for all landowners who have dwellings acquired under the 
PWA and reviewing the Gifted Lands Policy. 

6 LINZ will report to you following completion of the review of the Standard for the disposal of 
land held for a public work” and its accompanying Guideline  

 

Tohutohu/Recommendations 
It is recommended that you: 

 

1. manatu/note that LINZ is updating its Public Works Act Standards 
and Guidelines 

Noted 

2. manatu/note that some of the policy objectives in the Public Works 
(Whenua Māori Offer Back, Compensation, and Other Matters) 
Amendment Bill will be progressed through Standards and 
Guidelines 

Noted 

3. manatu/note that LINZ will review the additional compensation paid 
for notified dwellings on land acquired under the Public Works Act 

Noted 
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4. manatu/note that LINZ will review and provide you with advice on 
updating the Gifted Lands Policy as an additional measure to 
improve the treatment of Māori land 

Noted 

5. manatu/note that LINZ will update you once the work on the update 
of the “Standard for the acquisition of land under the Public Works 
Act 1981” has been completed 

Noted 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daniel White 
Policy Manager, Toitū Te Whenua LINZ 
Rā/date: 8/12/2022 

 Hon Damien O’Connor 
Te Minita mō Toitū te Whenua 
Rā/date: 
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Te Horopaki/Background 
1 On 13 November 2022 you approved the legislation bid from the Land Information portfolio 

for 2023. This confirmed that the Public Works (Whenua Māori, Offer Back, Compensation, 
and Other Matters) Amendment Bill (the Bill) will not be included in the legislation 
programme for 2023. 

2 The Bill intended to improve the fairness of the PWA process when dealing with Māori land. 
LINZ is now investigating options to progress some of the policy objectives of the Bill 
through non-legislative means, while noting that this approach has limitations over 
amending the PWA directly.   

Some objectives of the Bill can be progressed through PWA Standards and Guidelines 
3 As part of its regulatory stewardship role, LINZ has issued two sets of regulatory Standards 

and associated Guidelines for the acquisition and disposal of land under the PWA. These are: 

a the “Standard for disposal of land held for a public work” (Disposal Standard) and 
Guideline; and 

b the “Standard for the acquisition of land under the Public Works Act 1981” (Acquisition 
Standard) and Guideline. 

4 The purpose of the Standards is to enable the Minister for Land Information (for 
acquisitions) or LINZ (for disposals) to assess legal compliance with the PWA. The 
corresponding Guidelines complements the Standards by instructing Crown agencies and 
accredited suppliers on how to best undertake PWA acquisitions and disposals. Some local 
authorities voluntarily choose to apply the Standards and Guidelines as best practice.  

5 Both sets of Standards and Guidelines are due for review. The Disposal Standard and 
Guideline were last reviewed in 2009. The Acquisition Standard and Guideline were last 
reviewed in 2017. 

6 LINZ has begun to review the Disposal Standard and Guideline. This is due to be completed 
in the first half of 2023. LINZ will undertake a review of the Acquisitions Standard and 
Guideline from mid-2023.  

7 Some of the changes in the Bill relate to improving procedural fairness in the treatment of 
Māori land by Crown agencies and accredited suppliers. LINZ considers that several of these 
can be implemented through the review of the Standards and Guidelines. These are:  

a issuing guidance on how Crown agencies can return Māori land in the status it was 
held immediately prior to its taking for a public work; 

b issuing guidance on how the interests of former Māori landowners can be considered 
when land is transferred from one public work to another; and 

c consider how principles which recognise Māori land as taonga tuku iho could be 
incorporated into the Acquisition Standard and Guideline. 

8 The Bill also proposed to amend the PWA to provide for Māori freehold land to be valued as 
if it were general land for the purposes of compensation under the PWA. LINZ is considering 
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